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Pp R E F A CE. 


HE Author having been at the Pains to 
collect proper Materials for compoſing the 
Hiftory of the Campagne 
ſame Method as his yearly Accounts of the fix follow- 
ing Campagnes formerly publiſhed in the Year 1692, 
and ſo on to 1697, he could not but think it a piece 
of Juſtice due to the Publick, and to Poſterity, to 
publiſh alſo the Account of the Campagne in r691 
in his Life-time, in order to render it as Authentich, 
as be _— are his Accounts of the following Cam- 
pagnes, down to the Treaty of Ryſwick. 


I could not be maſter enough of my Subject at that 


time, to give @ full Account of it, which is the Rea- 
fon why this Work hath not appeared ſooner ; and 


not being tied to any particular Time, I have com- 


poſed it as it ſuited beſt with my own Leiſure and 


Inclination. 


My chief View in this Work bas been to tranſmit 
to after Ages the great Actions performed by this 


Nation, for the Preſervation of their Liberty, and 
what immenſe Sums have been expended for that 


purpoſe ; from whence every true Briton may learn 


what great Obligations he lies under, to take care 
that this glorious Bleſſing, A has coſt ſo much 


Blood: 
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Hlod and Treaſi ure, may be tranſmitted ta all ſuc- 
ceeding Generations. 
T muſt not forget to acknowledge the great Obliga- 


tions I have to the Baron Schutz, at that time Mi- 


niſter of Hanover, attending bis Majeſty King 


WiLL1AM, and to Monfieur Robethon his Ex- 
cellency's Secretary; to Baron Meltitz, and Colonel 
Zobel, then Aides de Camp to Count Solms, who 
kept by them Memoirs of what happened, and took 
care to commit them to writing ; out of which chiefly 


IT have extracted the Hiſtory of this Campagne. 
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k Under his Majeſty King .I. L 1 AM the 
4 Third, Anno Dom. 1691. 6 


HE compleat Victory obtained by King 
e Villian in Perſon over the united 7706 
and French Forces at the Boyne, having 

ef been followed with almoſt the entire Re- 

| duction of Freland; and all hopes being 
| thereby cut off, of pouring French and 

\ Irie Troops imo the Weſt of Scotland by the North 
of Ireland ; and the ſhorteſt, as well as ſafeſt, paſſage 
trom Breſt to Irelaud, made impracticable by the taking 
| of Coy and Kin/ale under the proſperous conduct — 
133 B - the 
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1 SnEnY 2. * 55 
the Earl of Marlborough ; all this made Lewis XIV. 
not ſo intent upon keeping on the War in Ireland, as 
at firſt : But that Monarch thought it moſt for the 
lory of his Arms, and his own Intereſt, to follow 
Blow given bythe Mareſchal 4 Luxemburg to the 
confederate Army, under the command of Prince Wal. 
deck in the Plain of Fury. | 

Since the taking of Philipsburg by the French, (which 
was the firſt Blow given in the preſent War, and 
which had it, inſtead of Philipshurg, been aim'd at the 
Dutch, either by the way of Mazſtricht or the lower 
Nbine, muſt have put a ſtop to his Majeſty's Expedi- 
tion into Exglaud;) ſince this beginning of the preſent 
War hitherto, I ſay, the French Arms had made but 
little or no Noiſe by their warlike Operations: on the 
contrary in- the Campagne in 1689, they had been 
forced out of Mentz, Bonne, and Keiſerſwert, upon the 
Rhine, and had been worſted by the Earl of Marlbo- 
rough, in a forraging but bloody Skirmiſh at Wallcourt 
but the fatal Battle of Fleury, having gained the French 
ſuch a ſuperiority over the confederate Army, on that 
ſide where Succeſs was of the greateſt conſequence to 
them, Lewis XIV. preferred the exerting himſelf againft 
the Allies in the Continent, to the preſervation of his 
Ally's and his own Intereſt in Ire/and'; which required 
a vaſt Expence, and moſtly out of his own Dominions, 
and the ſucceſs but very doubtful ro maintain. 

I know, that another Cauſe was aſſigned in thoſe 
Days, for this backwardneſs of the French in purſuing 
the preſervation of their Ally in Ireland, as their In- 
tereſt ſeemed very much to require. It was ſaid then, 
that there was no good underſtanding between the 
Marquis de Louvois, (who was chief Miniſter to the 
French King, and had a great influence in the direc- 
tion of his Counſels,) and the late King James. It was 
then given out by the pretenders to the Secret Hiſtory 
of that Affair, that the Marquis de Louvois, would have 
had. his eldeſt Son, the Marquis dz —— to 

| ave, 
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have commanded the French Auxiliaries in Ireland, which 
King James could not be brought to conſent unto ;_ but 
inſiſted upon the Duke de Lauzun's having that com- 
mand conferr*d upon him. 2 
This Duke de Lauzun had followed the ſaid King from 
France to Ireland, and reſided at his Court as Ambal- 
ſador Extraordinary from the moſt Chriſtian King; 
though he had not ſerved in the French King's Armies 
ſince his Youth, and had been kept Priſoner at Pignero! 
many Years, for Cauſes which have no relation to this 


preſent Hiſtory, He was known in his early Days by 1667. 


the name of Count de Pegilin, and under that name 
attended the moſt Chriſtian King at the Siege of Ly/t, 
where he was more diſtinguiſhed for his being a very 
great Favourite with the French King, than by his Poſt 
in the Army, whatever it was, This preference of 
Monſieur de Lauzun to the Marquis de Courtenvaux b 
the late King James, in the Command in chief of his. 
Army in Ireland, made, as it was pretended, the Mar- 
quis de Louvois not over- zealous for the War in Tre. 
land: But as he was the French King's principal Seere- 
tary both of War and State, the drawing off ſeveral 
Thouſands of Lib Forces out of Ireland, to ſupply in 
ſome meaſure the place of the French Auxiliaries ſent. 
there, was imputed to his management. 
The Jriſb are obſerved to make better Soldiers abroad 
than they do in their own Coumry. The Command 
of theſe r/o Forces was given, as J ſuppoſe, to Lieu- 
tenant General Maccarty created by King Fames. whilſt 
in Ireland, Earl of AMoncafſel, -- It is not improbable, 
that the French King came into theſe "Meaſures; with 
reſpect to the Iriſb upon this view; WhO accordingly, 
with - thoſe that were tranſported the Year following by 
the Capitulation of Limerick, - did the Prench very con“ 
ſiderable ſervice, both in that War, and in the War in 


| her. late Majeſty's victorious Reign: Nun en ee 

But the ſaid late King having left Jreland upon Re 

defeat of his Army at the Boyne, to go back t 
B 2 France, 


(4) 
France, there was an end of the Duke de Lauxun's both 
Command and Character with the ſaid King in Ireland: 
And the command in chief of the French and Iriſh Army 
for this Campagne was conferred upon. the Marquis 
de St. Ruth Lieutenant General in the French King's 
Armies. 3 "a 
But be all this as it will, it is certain, that the moſt 
Chriſtian King was now intent upon bending his chief 
Efforts upon the Continent, in his carrying on the War 
againſt the Allies; and eſpecially in Flanders: For 
which reaſon he ordered abundance of new Levies, and 
raiſed a great many new Regiments of Horſe, Foot, 
and Dragoons, with which he very much increaſed his 
Armies, ſo as to- render his power formidable, 
Notwithſtanding that the total Reduction of Tre. 
land to the Crown of England, was of ſo great a con- 
ſequence to King William's Service, yet theſe very great 
preparations of the French, which were more particu— 
db deſign'd againſt Flanders, to follow the blow, 
the Allies, and eſpecially the Dutch,” had received in the 
Plain of Fleury, ' prevailed with his, Majeſty, as moſt 
conducing to the Intereſt of the Allies in General, and 
his own Security upon the Throne and conſequent well-, 
fare of his People, to leave the farther Proſecution of 
the War in Ireland, in a great meaſure reduced al- 
ready, to his Generals; and repair to the Hague in the 
very depth of Winter, and there in a ſettled Congreſs 
take the moſt early meaſures they. could for the good 
of the grand Alliance, and fruſtrate, if poſſible, -the 
great and formidable Deligns, the French were prepar- 
ing to put in erecution . nnr 91 3 
But before I proceed to give an acount of his Ma- 
jeſty's Expedition to Holland for this purpoſe, it will 
not be improper to take a Survey of the condition and 
poſture of the States engaged in the grand Alliance, 
for their neceſſary and mutual Defence againſt France, 


and oppoſing the over-grown power of that Mon- 
archy. | | 


The 


/ 


T8 


The Emperor, *tis true, had received a very con- 


ſiderable acceſſion of Power by the ſucceſs of his Arms 


in Hungary, which would have been of very great Ser- 
vice to the common cauſe of the Allies, if it had been 
followed by a Peace with the Turks before the break- 
ing out of the preſent War; and towards which the 
Ottomans had then made very conſiderable advances, 
| Wearied with a continued train of ill ſucceſſes, in 
which they had near loſt all Hungary, and the Imperi- 
aliſts got a great way into Servia, they had ſent (after 
having obtained Paſſports for that purpoſe) two En- 
voys to Vienna, with full Power to treat with the Em- 
peror, and in a manner ſue for a Peace ; and at the 
time of the breaking out of the preſent War, they 
were very intent upon their Negotiations for that pur- 
poſe. But Lewis XIV. aware of the conſequence of 
this Negotiation, thought ic moſt adviſeable to obvi- 
ate the ſucceſs of it, which would otherwiſe have ren- 
dered the Emperor very formidable 'to France, in 
Conjunction with the grand Alliance. For which 


reaſon he reſolved forthwith to break with the Em- - 


peror, and invade Germany by beſieging Philipsburg, 
though Winter was then juſt coming on. And not- 
withſtanding the great preparations then making in 
Holland both by Sea and Land, and for tranſporting 
of an Army, which ſeem'd plainly to be deſigned 
againſt his Ally in England, yet his moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty did not think fit to ſet aſide his preſent de- 
ſign of breaking with the Emperor, (for fear the 
Ottomans ſhould ſtrike up a Peace with him before the 
beginning of the next Campagne,) and in the mean 
while of turning his Arms againſt the United Provin. 
ces, to pic by the ſtorm which then ſo nearly threatened 
his Ally in England, It is not improbable, but that 


if the French King had not given this turn to his firſt. 


attempt upon the general Peace of Chriſtendom, his 
Majeſty's Expedition into England, to reſcue it from 
Popery and Arbitrary Power, would have- been pre- 

| vented, 


1688, 


— — — 
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23 
vented, and his Ally King James the Second preſerved 
upon the Throne. But it pleaſed God, by whom Kings 
Reign, to keep the French King to his firft deſign of 
falling upon Germany, who for that reaſon beſieged 
Philipsburg, which capitulated to the Dauphin towards 
the latter end of October, 8 

It is very likely, that the French King did not expect 
ſo ſudden a change in England upon his Majeſty's Ex- 
pedition thither, and for that reaſon he did not Think 
fit to hinder it; that by England's having a War in its 
own Bowels thro' the aſſiſtance of the Dutch, he might 
have attacked Holland the following Campagne with the 
greater Advantage; and then have brought off his 
Ally, as well as he could, out of the Danger, he for 
his own Intereſt did not think fit to prevent. my 

The Siege of Philips>urg, and taking of it by th 
French, having put a ſtop to the Negotiations at Vienna, 


between the Emperor and the Porte, the Grand-Signior 


reſolved to try if he could not mend his Affairs in 
Hungary, by the Diverſion he expected from France up- 
on the Rhine; but notwithſtanding the Ottomans were 
very much diſappointed in their Expectations, and that 
France was far from bending its ſtrongeſt Efforts a- 
gainſt Germany, yet Lewis XIV. had Intereſt enough 
at the Pori? to keep on the War with the Emperor 
till the Treaty of Ryſtwick; after which the Tarks alſo 
came into a Treaty of Peace with the Emperor and 
his Allies at Carlowritz, by the mediation of England 
and Holland, which, in the courſe of the War with 

France, was all along rendered ineffe@tual. | 
The French King having gained his end in prevent- 
ing the Peace between the Emperor and the Turks, the 
Emperor's Alliance proved of no great advantage to 
the common Cauſe. Nevertheleſs, at the beginning of 
the War, the Emperor, encouraged by the Negotiations 
at Vienna, having brought the Duke of Lorrain to 
command his Army upon the Rhine, the French were 
beaten out of Mentæ, and by the Elector of Brandenburg's 
| aſſiſtance, 


7 . 
aſſiſtance, out of Bonne and Keiſer fwert. But the French 
keeping poſſeſſion of their new Conqueſt at Philipsburg, 
and the Emperor being obliged to carry on the War 
in Hungary, and to ſend what Forces he could ſpare 
for the ſervice of his Allies, to the aſſiſtance of the 
Duke of Savoy in Piedmont, the French had, both at 
Strasburg and this place, a free paſſage over the Rhine, 
to ſubſiſt almoſt at pleaſure their Army every Cam- 
pagne during the War, at the coſt of the Germans on 
the other ſide of it; and the very firſt fruit of their 
new Conqueſt at Pbilipsburg was the demoliſhing of 
Frankendal and Manheim, and laying waſte all the lower 
Palatinate. 

Beſides the great advantage the French gained by the 
continuation of the War between the Emperor and the 
Turks, that the Emperor's being ingaged in the Grand 
Alliance could do but little ſervice to the common 
Cauſe, the French being in poſſeſſion of Luxemburg, had 
thereby an opportunity of dodging with their Forces 
between the Khine and Flanders, as it ſuited beſt for 
their Service, ſo that they could at any time bring 
ſuperior Forces to the Allies in Flanders for ahy under- 
taking at the beginning of a Campagne, and after that, 
make Detachments time enough for the Rhine, to act 
_ defenſively, and even offenſively ſometimes, againſt the 
Germans, whoſe backwardneſs in taking the Field is 
very well known. In truth the Army of the Empire 
conſiſting moſtly, if not altogether, of the 2uota's of the 
Electors, Princes, and States of the Empire, it fell fo 
ſhort of their Engagements, beſides their being ſo late 
in taking the Field, that the French had no reaſon to 
alter any of their Meaſures from any apprehenſions 
they might have had of its Power, or Condition to 
ſet againſt them, This of. itſelf is ſufficient to ſhew, 
why ſo little could be done againſt France by the 
Allies .in this War, and the difference between their 
Operations in it, and thoſe under the Victorious Duke of 
Marlborough in the following War, 


£2 


But 
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N 
Zut this Difference will farther appear, if we conſider 
the next Power concerned in the Grand Alliance; and 
that was Spain. Spain was then in the Poſſeſſion of the 
laſt Monarch of the Houſe of Auſtria, King Charles the 
Second, a weak Prince, and of a fickly Conſtitution, and 
who had no Iſſue by his firſt Queen, after their having 
been married together about ten Years : This gave 
the Spaniſh Grandees but little hopes of any Iſſue from 
his ſecond Marriage about this time, thouph in a Fa- 
mily in which the Femile Sex have generally proved 
fruittul, This made them have but little regard to 
the Intereſt of that Monarchy, either to inlarge or 
even preſerve its Power. They rather minded their 
own Intereſt, and the improving their own Eſtates and 
Fortunes, under a weak Government; thereby to be in 
condition to play their own Game the better whenever a 
change ſhould come, There were alſo then great heats 
and murmurings among the Catalans, who were ready 
to break out into an open Rebellion, and call in the 
French to their Aſſiſtance ; which though prevented, 
yet gave.the French no ſmall advantage in carrying on 
that War on the ſide of Calalonia: And though the 
Spaniards acted but defenſively even when they were 
attack'd at home, yet they did it ſo faintly, that be- 
fore the concluſion of the War by the Treaty of R/ 
wick, the French had made themſelves maſters of the 
whole Province, and of all the ſtrong places in it, (the 
City of Lerida excepted) by their taking of Barcelona 
in the laſt Campagne of the War. So weak were the 
Spaniſh Efforts in the defence of @atalonia, that the 
French had no occaſion for an Army of much above 
Twenty Thouſand Men, even to act offenſively againſt 
Spain on that ſide ; and with an Army of about that 
ſtrength, to conquer the whole Province in the courſe 
of that War : So that France had no occaſion to draw 
off any Forces in the courſe of the War from its other 
Frontiers, whereby the Allies -might have taken any 
advantage againſt France, Whereas in the laſt War 


by 


(9) 
by reaſon of the acceſſion of that great Monarchy to the 
Houſe of Bourbon, the Spaniards, who ſeemed before to 
have but little Lite and Vigour, thongh otherwiſe a 
brave. and wile People, being. now brought under a 
better Regulation and Diſcipline, made quite another. 
figure in their ſtrict Alliance with France, than they 
had done with their Allies, in the War we are now 
giving an account of. Their Finances being either put 
in better Hands, or managed in a more parcimonious 
Method, they could,” m the courſe of that War, raiſe a 
conſiderable Army for the defence of their new K ing; 
and continue ſo to do at this time of Peace, if ic may 
be ſo called. And as Spain is ſo well ſituated for 
Naval Power, ſo have they not neglected their Intereſt - 
in this reſpe&t ; inſomuch--that the preſent improves. 
ment of their power by Sea, is what will require the 
utmoſt attention of our Counſels in Great Britain. 
But notwithſtanding theſe Efforts of Spain in con- 
junction with France, to ſecure that Monarchy in the 
Houſe. of Bourbon, the French may reckon that great 
reverſe of Fortune, which-attended them in the courſe - 
of the laſt War, to have been in a great meaſure owing 
to their new Alliance with Spain; which obliged them 
to have a conſiderable Army in that Kingdom, to de- 
fend it againſt the powerful Allies of the Houſe of 
Auſtria, and the Intereſt it had ſtill left there. For this 
made the Houſe of Bourbon at firſt but tottering in its 
Succeſſion to the Monarchy of Spain; which, as it was 
oppoſed by the Emperor (at Peace with the Turks, ) 
who had thereby as good an Army as any in Europe 
for that Service, and in conjunction with Exgland and 
Holland; his preſent Catholick Majeſty found himſelf 

twice reduced almoſt to a neceſſity of -retiring into 
France in the courſe of the late War : And though the 
SpaniaFds uſed their beſt endeavours to preſerve Phillip V. 
upon their Throne, yet France ſound the burden of its 
Alliance with Spain ſo great, to maintain the preſent 
Succeſſion, that it clogg'd their progreſs againſt the 
C Emperor 


120). 
Emperor and his Allies every where elſe; the French 
Army in Spain being at too great a diſtance, to ſecond, 
or ſuccour, the, diſtant parts of Handers or Lal), 
where it was ſo vigourouſly attack'd. | een 
If the Spaniards had exerted themſelves in the former 
War in King William's Reign, as they did in the laſt 
which ended by the Treaty of Utrecht, the ſucceſs of 
it had redounded very much to the, advantage of the 
common Caule. oo oats 29 ab. r 
As for the King of Syain's Dominions in Lal), (as 
they were at that time,) without the concurrence of 
Savoy they could be of no ſervice to the Allies, for 
which rcaſon the moſt Chriſtian King uſed his utmoſt 
endeavours to ohtain a Neutrality ga that fide ; and, in 
conjunction with that Duke, his Royal . Highneſs; found 
to his coſt, that they did not ſignily much but to ſhow 
the weakneſs of the Spanih Monarchy , at that. time in 
all the parts of it. Indeed, if the Emperor had been at 
Peace with the Turks, as the caſe was in the laſt, War, 
a great deal might have been done by the, Emperor a- 
againſt France on that fide, in conjunction with the 
Crown of Spain and the Duke of Savoy. Wen 
As for Flanders, (by which I mean, that. part of the 
Low Countries which was then in poſſeſſion of the Crown 
of Shain,) ever ſince this Country had been left without 
a Barrier by the Treaty of Aix la Chapelle, but reſtor'd 
to a mote defenſible condition by that of Nimeguen, 
the Court of Spain left it to be defended, by England 
and Holland, as they were ſo nearly concern'd to hinder 
the French from making themſelves Maſters of it: And 
the main care they took at Madrid, was to place: ſome 
Spaniſh Grandee or other in the general Government of 
it, for the bettering of his Fortune; which he might 
eaſily. do by having ſo many dependant Governments, 
many of them of his Nomination; which were gene- 
rally beſtowed upon perſons of Quality, either Spamards, 
or talians, or Natives, who moſtly took a greater care 
of their private Fortune, than of the Intereſt of the 
| Country, 
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Country. It can be no wonder then, if the Finances, 
or publick Revenues, were at that time in ſo bad a con- 
dition. Nevertheleſs, here was to be the great Scene of 
Action; in a Country, whoſe fituation upon noble 


navigable Rivers, and neighbourhood to the Sea, open'd 


a way to all manner of Supplies, for the ſubſiſtance of 
thoſe numerous Armies which were to make their Cam- 
pagnes and have their Winter-quarters in it : where the 
Ferch reſolv'd to bring their main ſtrength, as they ex- 
pected the greateſt oppoſition in it, from England and 
Holland; but where the Spaniards thorght it enough 
ſor their ſhare in the War, to leave this Country to 
the Powers now mentioned for the ſeat of Action, and 
to be defended by them as well as they could. From 
whence it appears, that theſe Powers could not bring 
much greater Armies into the Field, by having 
Flanders on their ſide againſt France; as will farther 
appear by the ſeveral lines of Battle for every Campagne 
in he ſequel of the preſent War. | 
The laſt Prince ingaged in the preſent War, as being 
the laſt that came in the grand Alliance, was the Duke 
of Savoy the late King of Sardinia. In the Firſt, and 
part of the Second Campagne, he ſtood Neuter, and the 
French did their beſt endeavours to keep that Duke in 
the ſame diſpoſition, and to ingage his Royal Highneſs 
into a forma} Treaty of Neutrality: But as the French in- 
ſiſted upon certain cautionary Towns to be put into their 
hands by way of Security, the Duke could not ſubmit 
to that condition; and as his Dominions lay very con- 
venient, by their difficult ſituation among the Ates to. 
wards. France, and the beſt part of them on the other 
fide towards Italy, to play his own game between the 
Houſe of  1uftria and France; fo the Duke thought it 
beſt for his own Intereſt to reject the Neutrality, and 
take part with the Allies. Pignerol on the French 
fide, and Casual on the other in Lombardy itſelf, and 
both in the poſſefſisn-'of the French, were very. trouble- 
ſom Thorns in his des,” which touch'd him to the very 
C 2 | quick, 
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quick, and which he could not but be very deſirous to 
pull out for his own eaſe, by wreſting them out of the 
power of France; and he look'd upon the preſent junc- 
ture as the moſt favourable he could meet with, to ex- 
tricate himſelf from the power France had over him, by 
being in poſſeſſion of theſe two places. But the Em- 
peror, engaged, as he was, in a War againſt the Turks, 
not being able to give that effectual aſſiſtance that 
might otherwiſe have been expected from him, the Duke 
of Savoy quickly found, that he muſt not depend much 
upon that nearer help, which the King of Spain's Do- 
minions in /taly might have afforded; ſeeing that, be- 
fore the Expiration of the Campagne in 1690, his Army 
was routed at Siaffarda, and Monſieur de Catinat took 
from him the whole Dutchy of Savoy, (Montmeillan ex- 
cepted) beſides the Town of Sy/a, whereby a way was 
cleared for the French to paſs the Alpes, (joyn'd with 
their being in poſſeſſion of Pignerol,) whenever they 
pleas'd. This being the State of Affairs on that fide, 
the Allies could not expect from it any conſiderable 
ſucceſs againſt France. Nevertheleſs by the continua- 
tion of the War, in which England and Holland were 
ſo firmly united; and what aſſiſtance the Emperor could 
ſpare, which was very conſiderable in the Campagne in 
16913 and, ſo much as he could get from the Mila- 
neze, and his Royal Highneſs, by the help of England 
and Holland, who raiſed ſeveral Regiments among the 
Vaudois, and entertained them for his Service, having 
exerted himſelf the moſt in the preſent War next to 
England and Holland, ſo far that in the Campagne in 
1695, he laid Siege to Cazal; the French King, who 
began to be weary of the War, chiefly on that fide, 
where it was very expenſive to him, and Cazal lying 
very inconvenient either to he reliev'd in caſe of a Siege, 
or for changing the Garriſon, or ſupplying of it with 
Stores and Proviſions, thought it beſt to give up this 
ſtrong place to its proper owners, now, the Duke of 
Savoy was beſieging of it; upon condition that the 
3 For tifica- 
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Fortifications of it ſhould be demoliſhed, and the Duke 


of Mantua return to the poſſeſſion of it. But in the 
doing of this the French King carried his view farther, 
as appear'd in the following Campagne. 

The Surrender of Cazal having occaſion'd a Nego- 
tiation between France and Savoy, the French King took 
hold of that opportunity to. offer the entring into a 
Treaty of Peace with him; and to make the Tender 
take the more effectually, his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty 
offered the Reſtitution of Pignerol, and to marry the 
young Duke of Burgundy with his Royal Highneſs's 
eldeſt Daughter; which was ſo advantagious an offer, 
that his Royal Highneſs preterred it to his continuing in 
the grand Alliance till a general Treaty; and this ſepa- 
rate Treaty was, perfected between Hyance and Savoy be- 
fore the Expiration of the following Campagne. And 
his Majeſty King William the Third, having beſieged and 
retaken the ſtrong, and (as the French themſelves thought 
they had render'd it by the additional Fortifications they 
had made to it) impregnable Town of Namur, at the 
ſame time that Cazal was beſieged by the Duke of 
Savoy, the French King having brought off the Duke of 
Savoy from the grand Alliance by a ſeparate Treaty, 
(which was no ſmall advantage gained over the Allies) 
made uſe of it to bring about the renewing his offers 
of a general Peace, which' the taking of Namur had 


1696. 


obliged him to make; but which could not have 


been ſo eaſily accepted by the Allies, as they were 
the Year after by the Treaty of Ry/wick, had it not 
been for this ſeparate Treaty of the Duke of Savoy. 

I muſt crave the Reader's pardon for this Anticipa- 
tion upon my accounts of the following Campagne; 
I ſhall further make this ſhort recapitulation of the State 
of the ſeveral powers engag'd in the preſent Wars at 
the time his Majeſty went over to Holland, there to meet 
in perſon ſeveral of the Princes engaged in the grand 
Alliance, and the reſt by their Plenipotentiaries, at the 
Hague, e & 


The 


— 


. 


The Campagne for the Year 1690, had been very 
proſperous to France every where but in Ireland, which 
had been almoſt intirely reduced by the Victory his Ma- 
jeſty obtain'd at the Boyne. Our Fleet was, for want of a 
competent Line of Battle, due to the narrownels of 
the Supplies for that Year, forced to fly before the 
Naval Power of France, and get into the Thames and 
Medway for Shelter; the Ditch entirely "routed by Land 
in the unfortunate Battle of Ferry: the two powers 
v. on which it may be ſaid, that the grand Alliance 
mov'd: The Emperor attack'd ſo vigorouſly by the 
Turꝶs in Hungary as to loſe Belgrade carried by them 
in a general Storm: The Duke of Savoy beaten by 
the French at Siaffarda immediately after his entring in- 
into the grand Alliance: the Dutchy of Savoy, and the 
City of Su/a taken by the victorious French; who alfo 
on the ſide of Catalonia had obtain'd ſeveral advantages 
over the Spaniards with an inconſiderable Army, the 
Spaniards not having above Ten or Twelve Tbouffe 
Men to oppoſe ther. ANT 

The Affairs of France carrying fo douriking 0 rot. 
perous an Aſpect, his Majeſty was the more convinced 
that there was no other way to reſiſt the growing 
power of France, and to give a check to the Progreſs 
of her Arms, but by letting” aſide his thonghts of making 
another Campagve-in Ireland iniperſon ; but rather ro 
pur himſelf at the Head of the confederate Army in 
Harders. ' And to take proper meaſures before-hand 
tor this purpoſe, his Majeſty propoſed the celebrated 
Congreſs at the Hagug : and that they might come to 
timely meaſures befotfe the "opening= of the following 
Campagne, his Mejeſty, to forward the meaſares chat 
ſhould be taken, and give the more Life and Vigour 
to their Conſultations by his Preſence, undertook a moſt 
perillous Voyage in the very depth of Winter, about 
the beginning of January 1690-9 r to Holland's where 
the Sea. itfelf Hemd to oppoſe his 1comings narf that 
Shore, by being frozen at that time; and where if" the 

weather 
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weather had not been very calm, his Majeſty muſt have 
Loſt his Life in the attempt; of which, nevertheleſs, he 
ran a great hazard before he could land. | 
His Majeſty having happily overcome this danger- 
ous paſſage, and being got ſafe. on Shore on the 21ſt 
day of January, went directly to his Palace at Honſſaer- 
dyck, there to pals ſome few Days, till the preparations 
mage at the Hague for a publick Entry which they had 
deſtred his Majeſty to honour them with, were rea- 
dy; There his Majeſty, was receiv'd with very great 
Pomp and Magnificence, (the Burghers being under 
Arms,) and with the utmoſt acclamations of Joy among 
the People, for the ſaſe return among them of a Prince 
who had waded through ſo many dangers in lis Ex- 
pedition to £nz/and, and victorious Campagne in Jre- 
land, and now, in his dangerous paſſage from England 
in the worſt Seaſon of the Year to come again among 
them; after. an abſence of upwards of two Years from 
a place where his Birth and Refidence, moſt: part of 
his Life, had rendered his * Perſon very dear to that 
People. 5 
Immediately after his Majeſty's arrival, the Princes 
that came in perſon, and the Plenipotentiaries for the 
Congreſs, repair'd to this place with all diligence ; ſome 
of them were there beforehand. already, to wait his 
Majeſty's, arrival; and moſt of them were then upon 
their Journey and near at hand. The Princes who re- 
ſorted in Perſon to the Congreſs, were the Electors of 
Bavaria and Brandenburg, the Dukes of Zell and Wolfem— 
buttle, the Duke Adminiſtrator of Mirtemberg, the Landt- 
grave of Heſſe- Caſſel, the Marquis of Guaſtanaga, Gover- 
nor- General of the Spaniſo Netherlands : The Plenipo- 
tentiary Ambaſſadors, were, for the Emperor, the Count 
de Windiſgraiz, and for the Duke of Savoy, the Count 
de Prela, and the Preſident de la Tour, afterwards his 
Royal Highneſs's Envoy at the Court.of England, And 
as his Majeſty was attended with many of the chief No- 
bility of his Kingdom, ſo the Hague was then, one may 


lay, 


- Fw) 
ſay, crouded with Princes and Perſons of the higheſt 
Quality and Diſtinction; and very much crouded by 
their Retinues, and multitudes of Strangers that came 


from all parts to fee ſo noble a Concourſe, | 
Moſt People, I may ſay, all over Europe, who were 


in the Intereſt of, or favour'd the grand Alliance, had 


conceived very great hopes, and were big with Expec- 
rations of numerous and powerful Armies to act againſt 
France, ſo as ſoon to reduce its exorbitant and formida- 
ble Power : But his Majeſty, who had duly. weighed and 
conſidered the preſent poſture of Affairs, was far from 
giving any encouragement to theſe genera] Expectations; 
He rather ſeem'd to infinuate the contrary in the Speech 
he made to this illuſtrious Aſſembly at their firſt meeting 


Hiſters ef wherein his Majeſty took care to put them in mind, 


Europe, 
p- 421. 
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„ That the French had made themſelves Maſters of moſt 
of the ſtrong places on which depended the chief de- 
& fence of the common Liberty; and that they would 
quickly make themſelves Maſters of all the reſt, if a 
« ſpirit of Diviſion, Slowneſs and private Intereſt con- 
e tinued among them: That every one ought to be 
« perſuaded, that the particular Intereſt among them 
« was compriſed in the general one: That the enemy's 
„Forces were very ſtrong, and that they would carry 
* things like a Torrent before them. And that it was in 
© vain to oppoſe Complaints or unprofitable Proteſtations 
e againſt Injuſtice : That it was neither the reſolutions 
of a barren Diet, nor the hopes of ſome Men of 
Fortune ariſing from frivolous Foundations, but 


„Soldiers, powerful Armies, and a prompt and fin- 


*© cere Union between all the Forces of the Allies, 
that muſt do the Work; and theſe muſt be brought 
to oppoſe the Enemy without delay, if they would 
« put aſtop to the Enemies Conqueſts, and wreſt the 
„Liberty of Europe out of their Hands; which was 
* already held by them under a heavy Yoke : That as 
„ for himſclf, he proteſted to them, that he would nei- 
„Ather ſpare his Credit, Forces nor Perſon to concur 

„ with 
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« with them in ſo juſt and neceſſary a deſign : and 
% that he, would come in the Spring, at the head of 
« his Forces, faithfully to make good his Royal Word 
« which he had ſo ſolemnly paſſed unto them.“. | 
The conferences between his Majeſty and this il. 
luſtrious Aſſembly, laſted till the latter end of February, 
or beginning of March. The reſolutions that were 
taken therein, (as we may judge by the event,) were, 
the giving the General command of all the Forces that 
ſhould act in the Spaniſo Netherlands to his Majeſty; 
which he ſhould march, quarter, and garriſon, as he 
ſhould think fit; for which purpoſe the Governor 
General and the ſubordinate Governors ſhould receive 
and obſerve. his Orders. That the Elector of Bran- 
denburg and the Landtgrave of Heſs Forces ſhould 
march the following Campagne to Flanders, in order 
to join the confederate Army, and act under his Ma- 
jeſty. That the Elector of Bavaria ſhould command 
the Imperial Troops, agreed upon to be ſent into 
Piedmont, the Campagne following, to the aſſiſtance 
of his Royal Highneſs. That England and Holland 
ſhould likewiſe affiſt his Royal Highneſs, by raiſing 
and maintaining ſeveral Regiments, chiefly Foot, a- 
mong the Vaudois his Subjects, at their own Charge and 
Expence. And that his Majeſty ſhould uſe his beſt 
Intereſt at the Court of Madrid, to obtain the Govern- 
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ment of the Spaniſh Netherlands for the Elector of 


Bavaria for Life. | 
The putting the reſolutions taken in this Illuſtrious 

Congreſs in execution, chiefly with reſpect to his Majeſty, 

England, and the States General, makes the Subject 


of this and the following ſix Campagnes,, untill the, 
Treaty of Ryſwick : in which, his Majeſty, in order to 


fulfill his Royal Word given in the Speech above 
mention'd, employed his Credit, Force and. Perſon 
to the utmoſt of his Power; fearing no_dantigers, 
to which he readily expoſed his Perſon upon all oc- 
caſions; and undergoing with chearfulneſs, all the 

; Labours, 
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Labours, Fatigues and Difficulties he could not but meet 
with in the courſe of ſeven Campagnes. 

It appears by this Speech, that his Majeſty was far 
from flattering the expectations of his Allies ar his 
own; but propoſed chiefly a.. neceſſary defenſive War, 
in which the main deſign was to reduce the exorbt- 
rant power of France within due Limits, ſuch as 
might be conſiſtent with the general Liberty of 
Europe; the preſent circumſtances whereof, eſpecially 
of thoſe Powers ingag*d in the common Defence, had 
been duly weigh'd and conſider'd by his Majeſty. 
And as the conſideration of the State of Europe, at 
that time in danger of being involv'd under the over- 
grown Power of France, brought the neareſt Powers 
concern'd in the common danger, to join together in 
their mutual Defence ; I have for. that reaſon, made 
as juſt a repreſentation of it as I could, for the ground 
and foundation of the Hiſtory of this and the fol- 
lowing Campagnes. And whatever the ſucceſs of them 
has been, one thing is certain, that if the Allies, 


. eſpecially in Germany and Spain, had exerted their 


ſtrength in conjunction with his Majeſty, as England 
and the United Provinces did, the ſucceſs of this and 
the following Campagnes would have redounded much 
more to the glory and welfare of the Allies, than it 
did. | 
However, his Majeſty had the ſatisfaction to ſee 
at the Treaty of Peace with France concluded at 
Ryſwick, that he on his part had punctually per- 


form'd what he had paſſed his Royal Word for, in 
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his Speech to the Congreſs, in every particular. The 
Barrier ſettled at the Treaty of Nimeguen was re- 
eſtabliſhed, not only by reſtoring all that France had 
taken in the preſent War, but alſo the Town of 
Luxemburg, the taking of which made the firſt 
breach upon the ſaid Barrier; and, beyond the terms 
of that Treaty, by the reſtitution of the whole 
Dutchy of Lorrain to that Duke, in abſolute 

I Sovereignty 
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Sovereignty with reſpe& to France, and without any 
reſerve 3; whoſe Intereſt had been paſſed by in the 
former Treaties of Aix la Chapelle, the Pyrenees, and 
Weſtphalia , and who choſe rather to continue de- 
prived of his Dominions, than accept of their reſti- 
tution upon the Terms of the Treaty of Nimeguen, 
and to continue in the Emperor's ſervice, whoſe Forces 
he commanded afterwards with ſo glorious ſucceſs a- 
gainſt the Turks; and in the firſt Campagne of this 
War took Mentz and Bonne from the French; the 
Elector of Brandenburg at the ſame time driving them 
out of Keiſerfewert : But the Emperor and the Allies 
were depriv'd of this victorious General's farther Service, 
by his Death, which happened not long after, 

And here I hope I may take leave to relate a 
Story which I had from a Spaniſh reform'd “ Cap. * Reduced 
tain of the Horſe in Flanders, at that time Page to t bf pay. 
ſome Grandee of Spain, whoſe name I cannot remem- 
ber, (may be the Duke of Yilla-hermoſa,* or the Mar- 
quis de Grana, ſucceſſively Governors of the Spaniſh 
Netherlands,) at a great entertainment, wherein was his 

Majeſty, then Prince of Orange, who the year be- 
fore had married the Princeſs Mary, afterwards his 
Queen, and not long after the Treaty of Nimeguen. 
The Duke of Lorrain complaining! of the hardſhips 
put upon him by Fance at that Treaty, which 
were ſo unreaſonable that he could not accept of the 
reſtitution of his Dominions as they were offered 
him, but found himſelf obliged in honour to live 
diveſted of them; the Prince of Orange, to cheer 
and incourage him under that misfortune, told him, 
that if ever he liv'd to have the Government of Eng- 
land, he would uſe his utmoſt endeavours to ſee. him 
reſtor'd to the full poſſeſſion and ſovereignty of his 
Dominions : upon. which the Duke. of Lorrain with a 
2 Countenance deſir'd the Prince to give him his 
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Whatever credit the Reader will be pleaſed' to give to 
this account, one thing 1s certain, that tho* the Duke 
of Lorrain, the Perſon concern'd, did not live to ſee him- 
ſelf reſtor'd, yet at the Treaty of Ryſwick, (the ſucceſs 
of which was chiefly, if not altogether, due to his 
Majeſty's Efforts againſt France,) the Duke his Son 
was reſtor'd to the full and quiet poſſeſſion of his 
Dominions; and ſo his Majeſty may be ſaid to have 
perform'd to the Son, what, as this account ſets forth, 
he had promiſed to the Father; and which his Grand- 
ſon does now peaceably enjoy. 7 

The conferences at the Congreſs being over about 
the latter end of February or beginning of March, moſt 
of the Illuſtrious Perſons that compoſed it, left the 
Hague to return to their ſeveral Dominions, and his 


| Majeſty took a Tour to Loo; accompanied with the 


Elector of Bavaria and the Duke of Zell; and like- 
wiſe the Landtgrave of Heſſe, in his way to Caſſel. 
But the moſt Chriſtian King, as if-he had done it, on 
purpoſe to convince the Allies of the neceſſity of their 
utmoſt expedition, in taking the moſt proper Mea- 
ſures for their Defence, which his Majeſty. had ſo ear- 
neſtly recommended to them in his Speech above-men- 
tioned 3 or to ſhow that his formidable Power was 
above the reach of theſe conſultations to reduce, 
begun at that very time to put ſome of his great de- 
ſigns in execution, and as it were to bid them defiance 
ſome of them in the very dead of that Winter, and ſome 
long before the uſual time for Armies to take the Field. 

The Marquis de Bouflers, Lieutenant General, and 
who commanded the French Forces in chief, in their 
winter-quarters from the Maez/e to the Sea, and whoſe 
Talent in Generalſhip lay chiefly in putting any ſud- 
den deſigns in execution, which required rather ſpeed 
than ſtrength, and only a ſmall Army to compaſs 
them; order*d; even in the month of December, all 
the Forces quartered at Dinant, Charlemont, Givet, and 


between the Sambre and the Maez/e, and upon the Sambre, 


I to 
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to hold themſelves in a readineſs to march; and appointed 
their Rendezvous at Aveloy near the Abbey of Oign) up- 
on the Sambre, Accordingly a good Body of Horſe and 
Dragoons being got to their Rendezvous, and the Marquis 
de Bouflers having march'd all the over-night with the 
Troops that had their Route from the Mazſe by Phillippe- 
ville, cauſed a Bridge of Boats to be laid over-the Sambre 
near the Windmill of Aveloy ; upon which, part of the 
Cavalry having paſſed that River, and: the reſt at the 
Fords there, by, he marched with his Body of Horſe 
the following Night clear to Iudoigne; and from thence 
made ſeveral Detachments farther into the Country as 
far as Louvain and Leaun towards the Dyle and the 
Demer one way, and as far as Nivelle towards Mons on 
the other, to raiſe Contributions and take Hoſtages for 
the payment of them : And, to force them to come in 
with the greater forwardneſs, they burnt ſeveral Vil- 
lages to terrify the Country into an immediate Com- 
pliance, before the Allies could bring a competent force 
together to oblige them to retire: And go make their 
Retreat good, the Marquis 4 Avejean was poſted with 
a Body of Foot fer the ſafety of the Bridge of Boats 
at Aveloy, where it was expoſed to the neighbouring 
Garriſon of Charleroy. 

During theſe motions of the French to raiſe Contri- 
butions on that ſide, Lieutenant General Webbenum 
Governor of Breda, an Officer of very great repute, 
and who had done very ſignal ſervice in the retreat of 
the Dutch Body of Foot after the defeat in the Plain 
of Fleury, got together what Forces he could from Lou- 
vain,» Liere, Dieſt and Breda, and the neighbouring Quar- 
ters, to ſtop the proceedings of the French any further : 
But the ſaid General having march'd as far as Tirle- 
mont, he found, that the French having got Hoſtages 
for their Contributions, had re-join'd the Marquis de 
Bouflers at Tudoigne ; who marched back with the Body 
of Horſe under his command to re-paſs the Sambre at 
the Bridge of Boats made at Aveloy ; having made this 

| Expedition 


„ 
Expedition without any loſs : But General Webbenum 
died ſoon after his return to his 3 at Preda, 
very much lamented. The Marquis de Villars much 
about the ſame time advanced with another Body of 
Horſe from the ſide of Tournay, to raiſe Contributions 
in the neighbourhood of Bruſſels, And as it began 
to freeze very hard before the latter end of December, 
whereby the Rivers and Canals in Flanders were bound 
for ſome time; the Marquis de Bouflers, indefatigable in 


' Expeditions, was commanded upon another, to paſs the 


Canal between Ghendt and Bruges, and raiſe Contribu- 
tions in the Pais de Waes : To this end, having drawn 
a ſufficient Force out of the Garriſons of Courtray, Menin, 
ſpres, Liſle, &c. he marched towards the Canal of Bruges, 
which he paſſed without oppoſition, towards the begin- 
ning of Jauuary; and to bring the Pais de Waes under 
Contribution, he ventur*d farther to paſs the Canal of 
the Sas of Ghendt, which clear'd the ways to his Parties 
as far as Antwerp; and was ſo fortunate, as after having 
done the buſineſs he went about, to repaſs both the 
ſaid Canals without any loſs, and march his Forces back 
into their Quarters. A Detachment from the ſaid Gene- 
ra] attempted to paſs the Canal of Offend, but not with 


the ſame ſucceſs; in order to raiſe Contributions in the 


Pais de Nort, but were prevented from paſling the ſame 
by a timely Detachment from the Garriſons of Bruges 
and Oſtend. Major Paſcal, a Major of Dragoons in the 
Spaniſh Service, diſtinguiſhed himſelf very much .upon 
this occaſion, having poſted what force he could on 
board of a man of War belonging to this Country, 
(at that time laid up in the Canal) from which the 


Major annoy'd the French ſo much, that he was very 


inſtrumental in obliging them to retire. And as this 
Gentleman continued very firm in the intereſt of the 
Houſe of Auſtria, though a Spaniard, after the change 
which happen'd by the Death of King Charles the Second 
of Spain, ſo after the Reduction of theſe Countries, 
known till then by the name of the Spaniſh Netherlands, 
by 


Tra 
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by the ſignal Victory our renowned General the Duke 
of Marlborough obtain'd at Ramelies, the ſame Gentle- 
man having been created Marquis de Paſcal, was ſent 
Envoy Extraordinary to her late Majeſty Queen Anne. 

— Theſe Expeditions of the French in the dead of Winter, 
were the firſt fruits they reap'd from the compleat Vic- 
tory they had obtain'd the Campagne before in the Plain 
of Fleury. For as the Troops of the Elector of Bran- 
denbourg, and the Engliſh Forces who were ſtill in their 
Quarters at GHendt, was an evident reaſon why Prince Wal- 
deck ſhould have avoided the coming to a Battle, fo upon 
their Junction, which as late as it was, this unfortunate 
Battle for the Allies did nevertheleſs haſten ; Prince 
Waldeck was not long after ſtronger than the French, 
who had beat him; ſo that fehife with his united 
Forces from the Neighbourhood of Bruſſels, where he 
had retir'd with his broken Army, he march'd and kept 
cloſe to the French Frontiers, and oblig'd the Mareſchal 
de Luxemburg with his victorious Army to ſtand upon 
the defenſive the reſt of that Campagne. 

The Auxiliaries from Germany coming ſo late every 
Campagne, gave a vaſt advantage to the French over the 
Allies in this Country, during the whole courſe of this 
War; fo that *tis rather a wonder that the Allies ſuf- 
fer'd no more than they did, by the backwardneſs of 
theſe Auxiliaries in their coming to reinforce the con- 
federate Army in Hauders. The unfortunate Battle of 
Flerus was an evident fatal Conſequence of it: And 
as theſe Forces, without which the confederate Army 
in Flanders could undertake nothing of Moment, were 
generally a great while in their March, before they 
could join it, and the Campagne already far ſpent ; and 
in truth the Brandenburg Troops, who generally had 
their winter Quarters in the Dutchy of Cleve, could 
not leave thoſe.Countries expoſed to the French upon 
the Moſelle, and the Dutchy of Luxemburg then in their 
poſſeſſion, to take the Field, till the French Forces on 


that ſide were march'd either to join their Army in 
Flanders 
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Handers or upon the Rhine, according as the French King 
deſign'd they ſhould act for his ſervice ; ſo their winter 
Quarters being at too great a diſtance, they could not 
render much ſervice in the defence of Flanders againſt 
any ſudden attempts of the Frenth in that ſeaſon of the 
Year. As the number of Britih Forces very much in- 


creaſed in this Country after the Reduction of Ireland, 


and having their winter Quarters in Flanders, whereby 
che whole Frontier was better fill'd with Troops after- 
wards, the French were generally more quiet in their 
winter Quarters, than they were at the time of the Con- 
greſs at the Hague. Beſides theſe motions of the French 
in this Country in the dead of Winter, they made ſuch 
preparations in their Frontiers towards Flanders, as were 
ſufficient to give the Alarm to the Allies, and make 
them expect ſome great enterprize in this Country be- 
fore the Armies could take the Field; which occaſion'd 
that part of his Majeſty's Speech to the Congreſs, where- 
in he tells them, that it was not time to deliberate ; and 
that nothing but Soldiers and firong Armies, which muſt be 
brought without any delay, could do. Whilſt they were in 


_ expectation every where, which way this threatning ſtorm 


March. 


would fall, and whilſt his Majeſty was ſcarcely arriv'd at 
Loo on the 6th of March, with the Elector of Bavaria 
and Duke of Zell, an expreſs brought the news to his 
Majeſty, That the French had invefted Mons on the 5th of 
that Month, on which day the Marquis de Bouflers, had 
taken poſt all round it by ſeveral Detachments he com- 
manded for that purpoſe ; and that the French King was 
ſhortly expected to carry on the Siege in Perſon. After 
the Defeat at Flerus, the chief care had been taken to 
put Namur in a good poſture of Defence, from whence 
the French might more eaſily attack the Dominions of 
the Dutch, and that excellent Ingineer Mynbeer Coeborn 
was imploy*d in it, who made that Work which cover'd 
the head of Terranova, called Fort Willam ; but his own 
Name of Cochorn prevail'd. As for Mons it was not in 
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ſo good a Poſture ; the few Works that had been added, 
being ſtill imperfect. | 

This motion of the French to beſiege Mons, prevented 
his Majeſty's return into England ſo ſoon as he intended; 
but at the ſame time it haſten'd his return back from Loo 
to the Hague, where Prince Waldect, having made haſte 
from his Government at Maeſtricht, was got ready to 
receive his Majeſty's orders, for the drawing the Forces 
out of their winter Quarters, in that juncture, to take the 
Field, Prince Waldeck having received his Majeſty's in- 
ſtructions and orders, left the Hague to repair to Brabant, 
in order to get the Army together with all poſſible 
ſpeed, and ſee what could be done towards the relief 
of Mons. $0; 

The Marquis de Bouflers,' to keep the orders he had 
received from Court to inveſt this Place the more ſecret, 
order'd a general Movement in all the Frontier Gar- 
riſons 3 and, with the neareſt having taken poſt about 
Mons, on the 5th as before mention'd, all the Forces 
that were to be employ'd in this Siege repair'd thither 
with all ſpeed 3. infomuch that on the 6th at Night the 
Poſts about Mons were ſo well ſecur'd on every ſide, 
that a Spaniſb Regiment of Nragoons ſent by the Mar- 
quis de) Gaſtanaga to throw themſelves into Mons, very 
narrowly miſs'd falling into the hands of the French; 
which was prevented by the Marquis de Gaſtanaga's having 

uick intelligence enough to countermand them, before 
ay were got within the reach of the French in their 
Poſts about Mons, but the Baron de Berſe was taken 
Priſoner. The Marquis de: Louvois came Poſt from 
Verſailles; as ſoon as Monſicur de Boyflers had inveſted 
Mons, to put all thingstin a readineſs ;againft the com» 
ing of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, who arriv'd in the 
Camp before this Place, on the 11th, being accom» 
nied by the Dauphin, the Duke of Orleans, and the 
— of the Blood, and his Court. His Majeſty. at his 
arrival alighted at the Abbey of the Lady of Belliou or 
Bellem, where he took his! Quarters during the whole 
1 (44:1 18 boo Siege; 
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Siege ; which was favour'd with as fine a Seaſon for 
that time of the Year, as ever was known. The ex- 
traordinary fineneſs of the Weather could not but very 
much facilitate the Siege of this place, which is the 
capital of the Province of Hainault, ſo made by the 
Emperor Charles the Great, This City is ſituated upon 
a ſmall Rivulet called the Trouille, which, below this 
Town, falls into the River Hai/ne, from which the whole 
Province (of which it makes the Capital) has the name 
of Hlainault. Fe owes its beginning to-fome Perſons, 
who, according to the devotion of that Age, retir'd 
in this, at that time out of the way place, tor Solitude 
and Retirement; chuling the riſing Ground (as it ought 
rather to be called, than Mons or Hills) for the place of 
their retirement as near the Moraſs below as they could. 
The opinion which that Country had of their Sanctity, 
and which ſpread far and near, drew a great many to 
ſettle in this place for their Habitation ; among the reſt 
a Lady of Quality, if I miſtake not a Lorrainer', Ger- 
trude by name, afterwards canoniz'd, or St. Gertrude, 
who founded the rich Abbey of the Chanoneſſes ; in which 
none but what are Quality are to be admitted. This 
celebrated foundation ſoon occaſion'd the building of a 
City about it, known by the name of Mons. Others, 
ſeeing that the ſituation of this place does hardly de- 
ſerve the name of a Hill, will rather derive the name 
of Mons, from the Eminency of the Piety and Quality 
of thoſe Hermits, who firſt ſettled in this Neighbour- 
hood. Ir is called Bergen Hengow, in the Flemiſh Language, 
and by the French, Mons en Hainault, to diſtinguiſh 
it from Bergb upon the Lower Rhine, the Capital of 
the Dutchy of that name, and Bergh near ' Dunkirk, 
called Bergb St. Winox. It is ſituated almoſt in the mid- 
dle of the Province, and near at an equal diſtance of 
Ten Leagues from Bruſſels E. N. E. and Cambray 
W. S. W. being the Road from Bruſzls to Paris. The 
Grande Chauſſee or cauſeway made by the Emperors of 
the Carlovingian or ſecond Line, who reſided generally 
in the Neighbourhood of Liege, and whoſe Imperial 


City 
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City was Aix la Chapelle, reaches from the Neighbour- 
hood of Maeſtricht through the Southern parts of Bra- 
bant clear to this City, and ſo on towards Cambray and 
Paris. In the Wirs. which follow'd the ſhaking off the 
S-aniſh Yoke by the United Provinces, this Town was 
firſt taken by Stratagem : Count Zodowick of Naſſau, a 
relation of the Prince of Orange, Mons being then 
guarded by the Burghers only, got a truſty Perſon to 
p"rſonate a Wine-Merchant, who getting among the 
Inn-keepers, pretended he had a Waggon Load of good 
Wine which he wanted to get in privately to ſave the 
Duties. One of the Inn-keepers catch'd at the Bar- 
gain, and ſo agreed, That on a certain Night when he 
was to have the Guard of one of the Gates, he would 
let the Waggon in: But the pretended Wine-Merchant, 
inftead of having Burgundy and Champagne in his Wag- 
gon, had it full of Soldiers well arm'd, who poſſeſſed 
themſelves of the Gate, and let in the Count with a 
ſtrong Derachment then at hand, mage - for this event, 
who march'd directly to the Market-place, and ſo by 
ſurpriſe made himſelt Maſter of it. But the States were 
not long in poſſeſſion of it, the Spaniards recoyering it 
the Year following 1 in whoſe hands it continued till 
this time, that it was beſieged fc taken by the French; 
who in the Year 1678, blocked it up, to haſten. the 
coming of the Dutch into the Treaty of Nimeguen. The 
Mareſchal Duke of Luxemburg commanded in the 
Blockade, with an intention to beſiege it in due form 
in caſe the Dutch ſtood out at the Treaty, which the 
Sganiards were themſelves averſe to. And as King 
Charles the Second of England, and the Prince of Orange, 
were very deſirous, as well as the Court of Spain, to 
prevent the States coming into a ſeparate Treaty, the 


Prince of Orange, at the very time that the Treaty was con- 


cluded, attack'd the French in their Poſts about Mons, the 
Duke of Luxemburg's Quarters being then at the Abbey 
of St. Denis, and beat them from their Poſts about this 
City, and rais'd the AN The main attack was 2 

. © 2 the 
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the Duke of Luxemburg's Quarters, where the Prince of 
Orange commanded in Perſon. The Exgliſb Troops ſent 
by -King Charles the Second to aſſiſt this Country againſt 
the French, were commanded by the brave Earl of 
Oſſory,) who with their General diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
very much in obtaining the Victory. The main ſtreſs 
of this Battle having been at the Duke of Luxemburg's 
Quarters, the French called it the Battle of St. Denis, but 
the Engliſþ the Battle of Mons. It was ſaid, that the 

Prince of Orange had notice of the ſigning of the Treaty 
at. Nimeguen by the Dutch, juſt before he attack'd the 
French Army ; but as the French never complain'd of 

1 any foul dealing in this Action, neither did it retard the 

SER Ratifications of the Treaty by the French, that is ſuf- 
By ficient to ſhow the' Falſhood of it : If there was any 
thing in it, the expreſs diſpatch'd by the Dutch Pleni- 
potentiaries at Nimeguen, might poſſibly have met with 
ſome delays at Bruſſels from the Governor of the 
Spaniſh Netherlands, which occaſion'd the Expreſſes not 
coming till the Battle was over; but of this there does - 
not appear any certainty. But. the Expreſs coming to 

the Prince not long after the Action was over, the two 

Armies which had ſo ſharp an interview the Evening be- 
fore, were very good friends the next Morning, and no- 
thing but Joy, embraces, and expreſſions of Friendſhip 
paſs d between them. | 

The French had better ſucceſs in the Siege of Mons 
at preſent, which having been inveſted on the 5th of 

March by the Marquis de Bouflers, about Twenty 
Thouſand Pioniers were immediately commanded from 
the Chatellenies, that is the Peaſants about Liſle, Tour- 

[7 nay and Valenciennes, &c. to throw up the Line of 

Circumvallation; though as Affairs then ſtood, the 
French had no great occaſion to be in haſte ; unleſs it 
be that they remember*d the Battle of St. Denis, and ſo 
took care to guard againſt ſuch another Blow. The 
great loſs ſuſtain'd by the Allies in the Plain of Herus, 
but the Campagne before, was far from being repair*d 
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nor of the French Flanders, | 
upon the Cover, which incaiped at St. G Bilan. 
1 could not 
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at this time; neither can it be faid to have been repair'd 
in the whole courſe of that War , ſeeing it animated 
the French Troops with ſuch a ſuperiority of Spirit, as 
continued among them in all the Sequel of it. Even the 


total reduction of Ireland in the courſe of this Campagne, 


which brought the whole weight of England in the Bal- 
lance againſt France, could not redreſs it. However, 
whatever need there was of Expedition in forming the 
Line of Circumvallation, a conſiderable Body of Horſe 
which the French Keep near Maubeuge for the conveni- 
ency oſ Forrage, did not march into the Lines, till his 
Majeſty had advanc'd with the Confederate Army from 
the Neighbourhood of Bruſſels to incamp at Noſtre 
dame de Halle. The French King being come to his Army 
before Mons to form the Siege in Perſon ; and it 
being a place of ſuch cohſequence to the Allies for the 
preſervation of the Barrier they had gained * the Treaty 
of Nimeguen, and of ſuch advantage to Fran when 
taken, the preparations for this Siege anſwer'd the im- 


portance of the attempt. A numerous Army was aſſem- 


bled together, either for the carrying on of the Siege, 
or for the covering of the Beſiegers. No leſs than four 


Mareſchals of France were EPL in it. The Mareſ- 


chals of Duras, and la Feuillade, acted immediately un- 


der his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ; and the Mareſchal 4: 
Luxemburg commanded more immediately the Troops 


employ'd in carrying on the Siege. The celebrated 
Ingineer Monſieur de Vauban had the direction of the 


Attacks, aſſiſted by Monfieur de Megrigny ſecond Ingi- 


neer of France, The Mareſchal Duke de Humieres, Gover- 


ommanded a ſeparate Army 


iſs over theſe ; particulars „without . 
being guilty of not paying a due reſpect to Per- 


ſons of ſo high Rank and Diſtinction. Yet the Rea- 


der muſt not think that what I have ſaid was on pur- 

poſe to raiſe his Expectations of 'a ſharp and bloody 

Siege. What I have faid before is enough to prepare 
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2 
him againſt. jt. J muſt not forget, in giving as juſt an 
account as poſſibly I can of this Siege, and the manner 
wherein it was attack'd, and how it was, defended, to 
add (which was ſome l in the Defence of 
it.) that when it was inveſted by the French, abundance 
of Officers, eſpecially of thoſe belonging to the Dutch 
Troops in that Garriſon, happen'd then to be at the 
Hague , where the celebrated Congreſs had drawn a- 
bundance of Nobility and Gentry, from the neighbou- 
ring parts, to ſee the greatand numerous Court that was 


The French Army employ'd in the Siege of Mons, 
was diſpoſed in taking up the Poſts in the Line of Cir- 
cumvallation about it, after this manner, | 
From Framieres to the Dyke of the Trouille, two 
Battalions of French Guards, three - Squadrons of Life- 
Guards (Duras,) two Battalions of French Guards, one 
Squadron of Life-Guards (Duras,) one of Luxemburg, 
two Battalions of Swiſs Guards, three Squadrons of 
Life-Guards , of Luxemburg one, of De Lorge two. 
Swiſs Guards one Battalion. Seven Battalions, and 
eight Squadrons. The Marquis de Bouflers Lieutenant 
General, the Duke du Maine Mareſchal de Camp, or 
r BIEN 9 
From the Dyke of the Trouille to la Maiſon de Dieu, or 


God's Houſe, horſe Grenadiers one Squadron, Gens d' Armes 


one Squadron, Chevaux Legers one Squadron, Du Roy, two 
Battalions, Gens d' Armes two Squadrons, Chevaux Legers two 
Squadrons, Du Roy one Battalion, Gens d' Armes two Squa- 
drons ; Chevaux Legers'two Squadrons. Three Battalions, 
and ten Squadrons. The Duke de Vendome Lieutenant 


General, the Grand Prior Mareſchal de Camp. From 


la Maiſon de Dieu or God's Houſe to Nimi, des Vaiſſeaux 
two Battallions, Gens d' Armes one Squadron, Chevaux 
Leger one Squadron, Meſtre de Camp General one Squa- 
dron. Dauphin, three Battalions. Meſtre de Camp Gene. 


ral two Squadrons, Da Rozel one Squadron, Grede, 
Swiſs two Battalions Fiennes three Squadrons. Seven 


Battallions, 


| I 

Battallions, nine Squadrons. The Marquis 47 500 yeu/7 
Lieutenant-General, the Prince of Conti Mareſchal 4 
Cam » 

F Na Nimi to Gelin St. Laurens one Battalion! Mob 
nois one Battallion, Carabiniers three Squadrons, Poitou 
one Battalion, Touraine one Battallion, Bourgogne three 
Squadrons, Polier Swiſs two Battalions, Du maine two 
Squadrons, Raſſan two Squadrons, Polier Swiſs one Bat- 
tallion, Dauphin one Battalion; Raſſan one Squadron, 
Courtebonne, two Squadrons. D' Auvergne one Battalion, 
Guiche one Battalion, Courtebonne one Squadron, Royal 
Dragoons, two Squadrons, Stouppe Swiſs two - Battalions ; 
Royal Dragoons, one Squadron, Gevaudan two Squa- 
drons, Twelve Battalions and nineteen Squadrons. The 
Prince of Soubi/e Lieutenant-General, the Duke de Bour- 
bon, Mareſchal de Camp. 

From Gelin to the Bridge upon the Haiſne near Gem- 
appel Stouppe Swiſs one Battalion, Ffiffer Swiſt one 
Battalion, Gevaudan: one Squadron, Levi two Squadrons, 
Provence one Battalion, Caſtres one Battalion; Levi one 
Squadron, Chalons two Squadrons: Roufi lon two Bat- 
talions, Coiſlin three Squadrons. Champagne two Batta- 
lions Royal Roujillon three Squadrons. Eight Batta- 
lions ; twelve Squadrons. Monſteur de 'Rubantel Lieu- 
tenant General, the Marquis de Villars Nlareſchal de 
Camp. 1 12d JP0 WATER. Sh, 97-01 8516S 11511 

From Gemappel to the Troille, Wavarre' two Batta- 
lions, Chartres two Squadrons. 'La Reyne two Batta- 
lions; St. Simon two Squadrons, Greda Allemand two 
Battalions ; St. Sim to Squadrons; Biſſ © ne Squadron. 
Perche, one Battalion, BI , Squadron; Clermont, 
one Squadton. Seven Battalions; nine Squadrons. Le 
Sieur de Rozen Licutenant- General, , Monſieur de 9 
Mareſchal de Camp. 

At the King's Quarter four Squadrons off che Grand 
Mouſquetaires'; two Battalions of Fuſiliers and one of 
Bombardiers, with the "Artillery." "Fires Batralions, 
four Squadrons. 
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Total in the Line of Circumvallation, ſix Lieutenant- 
Generals, ſix Major-Generals, forty eight Battalions, and 
ſeventy one Squadrons. | 5 
The Mareſchal de Luxemburg with twenty Battalions 
and thirty one Squadrons incamp'd covering the King's 
Quarter from St. Antoine to the Bridge upon the Haiſue, 
making in a manner part of the Troops within the Line 
of Circumvallation. As this was the moſt expoſed 
uarter about, Mons, the Mareſchal de Luxemburg took 
this Poſt for the better ſecurity of the Line on that 
ſide. | | 
The whole, number of the French Army employ'd in 
the Siege of Mons may thus be caſt up, 1 
Sixty eight Battalions, at 550 Per 2 
— Ig grow ny | £ 37400 Foot. 
One hundred and two Squadrons of) IF, 
Horſe and Dragoons at 130 per > 13260, Horſe, 
Squadron together, ——2— 
ITIasatal at che Siege 30660 
Beſides theſe Forces, there was a Body of Horſe poſted: 
near Maubeuge, for the conveniency of Forage, which 
came into the Lines, when his Majeſty advanc'd. with 
the confederate Army to incamp at; Halle, but this 
Body may be included in the Lifttaboye-mention'd, having 
their Poſts in the Line mark'd out before- hand againft 
their coming. The Mareſchal de Humieres over and a- 
bove,, commanded a ſeparate. Army incamp'd at: St. 
Ghiſiain, which we) cannot compute at leſs than ten 
Thouſand? From this, Calculation it appears, that the 
French had, in carry ing on the Siege of Mons, and 
upon the Cover, between ſiæty and/ſeventy;, thouſand 
Men. | 5 E nus K l 
As for the ſtrength of Mons, as I have never ſeen a 
Plan of its Fortifications, ſo I cannot pretend to give 
an account of it, I have the Plan of the Attack by me, 
which is only a Segment of the whole. Neither can 1 
give a Liſt of the Garriſon that defended it, having 
; never 
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never ſeen one. In general, it conſiſted of Spaniards 
and WValloons in a ſhatter'd condition as to Accoutre- 
ments; and five or fix Battallions of Dutch Troops in 
very good order, commanded by a very good Offi- 
cer, Brigadier Fagel. The Prince of Bergh, 4 Noble- 
man of this Country, being the Governor of it for the 
King of Spain. | | . 

The French having order'd matters for the Siege as 
above, the Quarter concluded upon for the Attack, 
was the Quarter of the Berlamont Port from the up- 
per Trouille, and the Gate of Hyon to the Porte du 
Rivage or Water Porte, where the Trouille, after having 
paſs'd through the Town, going in near the Gate of 
Hyon, goes out again-near this Gate. The ground be- 
fore this place from the Port of Hyon being a Moraſs, 
can be laid under Water, by ſtopping up the Trouille 
by a Dam at the Mell of Hyon, and ſo on the other 
ſide towards the Water- Port ; which the French found 
the way to drain. A Cauſeway leading into the Town 
by the Berlamont Port between them. This Gate being 
in the old Wall of the Town, is cover'd by a detach'd 
Baſtion, through which the way lyes to the Gate. The 
Walls next to the Body of the Place are, after the old 
way, flank'd with Roundels or round Towers from diſ- 
tance to diſtance, and a double Ditch, parted by an 
Earth-work flank'd with half Moons of the ſame; 
all of no great Strength. And this Line thrown up 
with Earth, ſupplies the defect of a Covrtin after the 
modern way, lying thus between the old Wall and the 
Counterſcarp, which otherwiſe would have been at too 
great a Diſtance from the Body of the Place. The 
right or dexter Face of the detach'd Baſtion which 
cover'd the Berlamont Port, was cover'd with a ſmall 
Half-Moon inclining towards the Flank, (which is not 
uſual,) through which lyes the way to go through the 
Baſtion and 1o into the Town. There was another 
Half-Moon to cover the ſame dexter Face of the Baſtion, 
and larger than the — more towards the Point of 
b it; 
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itz and the whole again cover'd with an imperfect 
Hornwork ; the halt of it towards the Water Porte 
be ing finiſh'd, the other towards the Moraſs or Inunda- 
tion ſtil] imperfect. - As it was cover'd by the Moraſs, 
(and Inundation upon occaſion) it was ſuppos'd that 
there was no great occaſion for it. 
Here it was that the French reſolv'd to carry on 
their attack againſt Mons, which, I dare ſay, that thoſe 
who were concern'd in the Fortification, did not take 
to be the weakeſt Quarter about it. But how the other 
ſides were fortified I cannot tell, not having ſeen a com- 
leat Plan. However, as Monſieur de Megrigny, ſecond 
. of France, propos'd to attack Mons by chang- A 
ing the courſe of the Trouille which went through the # 
| Town, and by the help of a Canal filPd the Fofje with 3 
Water, and repreſented the ſame as very feaſible, 
whereby to drain the Inundation and Moraſs, it was 
accordingly agreed upon, and the Pioneers imploy'd 
in caſting up the Line of Circumvallation, were or- 
der'd to fall to work and make another Channel from 
165 above the Village of Hyon to join again below the 
ny - Water-Port, whereby the River was made to run 
i; without the Town. The change of the courſe of the 
River ſoon drain'd the Inundation and the Morals it- 
ſelf, and thereby did very much facilitate the-taking of 
Mons from this Quarter, which now became the weakeſt 
P about it. I could not avoid the giving this deſcrip- 
tion of the Quarter attack'd in this Siege of Mons, 
ſeeing that what I have to ſay in the Sequel will there- 
w by become the more intelligible to any Reader vers'd 
1 in theſe Affairs. All things being now ready for the 
bh opening of the Trenches, his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty 
on the 14th of March in the Evening got on Horſe- 
back to ſee the Detachment march that was made for 
1; that purpoſe , conſiſting of two Battalions of French 
| Guards and one of Swiſs, for the attack intended up- 
on the right againſt the Works which cover'd the Ber- 
lamont Port; and two Battalions of Navarre and one 
| of 
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of Provence, for the attack intended againſt the Works 
before the Water-Port. The Marquis de Joyouſe, Lieu- 
tenant-Gencral, and the Sieur de Congis, Mareſchal de 
Camp, had the command that Night; and to have the 
Trenches open'd with the greater Erlat, the Mareſchal 
Duke de la Feuillade, took upon him the chief Com- 
mand that Night, and was preſent at the opening of the 
Trenches. On the right the Trench was open'd on the 
outer-fide of the Canal, dug upon this Occaſion for the 
Diverſion of the Trowille from its uſual Courſe, which 
made the principal Attack. On the left, which made 
the falſe Attack, it was open'd along the Tyouille bear- 
ing the Porte du Rivege or Water-Port. This was 
called the falſe Attack, and ſerv'd only to cover their 
Batteries on this ſide, from whence they play'd hardeſt 
with their Bombs and red-hot Balls againſt the Place. 
There was a third French open'd on the right of all 
againſt a Redoub! or Work which cover'd the Mill of 
Hyon and the Mill-Dam, where the Trouille could be 
ſtopp'd up upon occaſion in order to make an Inunda- 
tion, and lay that Quarter before the Town under Water: 
But as this Trench was open'd and carried on only for 
the. French to make themſelves Maſters of the Mill and 
Redoubt, their account of carrying on their Trenches a 
gainſt the Mill goes no farther than their taking of 
it. | 
I muſt not pretend to write a Journal of this Siege, 
which at this diſtance of time, as it is almoſt forgot, 
ſo would it be only tireſom to the Reader. For which 
reaſon I ſhall content myſelf with giving an account of 
the ſeveral lodgments that were made upon the out- 
works of the Attack ; before the ſurrender of Mons. 
In general the Trenches, in the carrying of them on, 
were reliev'd every Evening by a Lieutenant- General, 
a Mareſchal de Camp or Major-General,) a Brigadier, and 
2 "pr upon the right Attack, and three upon 
the left. 
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If his Majeſty, who could not but be highly con- 
cern'd for this attempt of the French upon Mons, had 
defign'd to make a longer ſtay at Zo than he did, we 
may believe that the news of Inveſting Mons by the 

French made him immediately alter his Intention, and 
leave that place to haſten back ro the Hague, where he 
arriv'd on the 11th of March, having been but five or 
ſix Days at Loo. And as the Landigrave waited there 
upon his Majeſty in his way to his Dominions, no Royal 
Palace was hardly ever ſo crowded with perſons of the 
higheſt Diſtinction, as Loo was upon this occafion. 

The day after his Majeſty's return to the Hague, 
Prince Waldeck Velt Mareſchal of the States Forces, 
and Governor of Maeſiricht, and who had repair'd hither 
upon the firſt news of the motions of the French fot 
this Siege, to receive his Majeſty's orders and inſtruc- 
tions, went for Bruſſels, in the Neighbourhood of which 
City the confederate Troops, Spaniſh, Engliſh and Dutch 
were order'd forthwith to form an Army; and my 
Lord Periland went for Bruſſels, there in Conjunction 
with the Sieur Dyckvelt Envoy from the States, to ſettle 
the buſineſs of ſupplying the Army with dry Forrage i 
ſuch a manner as ſhould be as little burdenſom as poſ- 
ſible to the Country, and other neceſſaries for the march- 
ing of the Artillery, His Majeſty whilſt at the Hague, 
was pleas'd to create the Duke of Zell, who(with the 
Elector of Bavaria)attended him back from Loo, Knights 
| Companions of the moſt noble Order of the Garter ; and 
1 declar'd the Sieurs Opdam, and Sgravenmoer (who was 

WE Quarter Maſter General) Monſieur Auverquerque and 
066 my Lord Portland, Lieutenants General of the States 

Wen Forces; after having aſſiſted firſt in the Aſſembly of 
Us: the Council of State. In the mean while, the French 
11 were puſhing the Siege of Mons with the more ſpeed, 
i that the Confederate Army was now drawing together in 
the Neighbourhood of Vilverde and Bruſſels, and in the 
Night of the 15th and 16th they attack'd the Mill of 
Hyon, the very next Night after the opening of the 


Trenches, 
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Trenches, in which the Beſieged had poſted one Hundred 
Men, (officer'd accordingly,) for the Defence of it; 
with a Detachment of Grenadiers, who without much 
difficulty made themſelves Maſters of it, carrying it 
Sword in Hand, or rather the Beſieged, quitted it, or 
made but a very weak Defence, retiring to the Town ; 
two or three only were kill'd of the Beſieged, fourteen 
were taken Priſoners, without any loſs on the fide 
of the French; who made themſelves Maſters of this 
Poſt the ſooner, becauſe the Beſieged might otherwiſe 
have flank'd them in their Trenches at their principal 
Attack. On the following Day the French Batteries be- 
ing ready, Lewis the XIVth in Perſon order'd the Cannon 
and Mortars to begin their Work, firing very briskly. 
The Burghers of Mons, who till now walk'd upon the 
Ramparts to ſee the Motions of the French, were oblig'd 
to march off and keep cloſe in their Houſes : neither 
were they very ſafe there; for the Beſiegers did not 
ſpare the Town, but ſhot their Bombs and red-hot Balls 
very plentifully into ir, and continued ſo to do during 
the whole Siege, inſomuch that the Town was ſet on fire 
ſeveral times and in ſeveral Places, and particularly the 
| Steeple belonging to the Church of the Chanoneſſes was 
burnt down, When a Town is bombarded on purpoſe 
to do miſchief, ſuch a proceeding is not to be wondered 
at; but when a Town is beſieged in order to take it, 
it is generally ſpar'd as much as poſſible, and all the 
fire ſpent againſt the outworks of the Quarter attack'd 
the miſchief that is done being by chance, and by the 
Bombs and red-hot Balls miſſing of the place where 
intended, But as his Majeſty was advancing with an 
Army, the Siege was to be preſs'd any way; and the 
French knew very well of what uſe the Burghers and In- 
habitants would be to forward the ſurrender of the Place ; 
for which reaſon they were not ſparing of their Bombs 
and red-hot Balls during the Siege; no leſs than a Thou- 
ſand red-hot Balls having been fir'd into Mons, by their 
own account, the firſt Day their Batteries began their. 

Fire, 
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Fire, and they kept up their Fire pretty well the whole 


Siege. 


Whilſt my Lord Portland and Myn Heer Dyckvelt 
were ſettling matters at Bruſels for the ſubſiſtence of 
the Army with dry Forrage, and Horſes for the Train 
of Artillery and other neceſſaries, which took up ſome 
time, and more than the neceſſity of Affairs at that 
time could allow, though it was hardly poſſible to uſe 
more Expedition, the Confederate Army aſſembled be- 
tween Velverde and Bruſſels from all Parts, under the 
Command of Prince Waldeck; and as ſoon as it was got 
to this general Rendezvous, his Majeſty having left the 
Hague on the 16th, came to his Palace at Breda the 
ſame Evening, and the next Day got to the Camp to 
put himſelf at the Head of the Army ; which was a 
very great Day's Journey. 

By this time the Beſiegers had carried on their Ap- 

roaches to the Glacis of the cover'd way before the 
1 ſo that being now ſo near the Beſieged, they 
proceeded by the Sap, and on the 21ſt they attack'd 
the Half. Moon of the ſaid Work, and made a lodg- 
ment upon it. It was ſo much the leſs defenſible, that 
the Demi- baſtion upon the left of the Horn- work was 
not finiſhed, the whole fide of it towards the Moraſs 
being imperfect, as I have before noted; which made 
the Beſiegers lodging themſelves upon the cover'd way, 
and carry ing of the Half. Moon ſo much the eaſier; 
and upon the following Day, the 22d, they attack'd the 
Horn- work itſelf, in order to make themſelves Maſters 
of it. This was the only ſharp Action that happen'd 
in the whole Siege. The French and Stiſs Guards having 
then the Trenches, the French Guards deſir'd to have 
the Honour, as ſoon as they had mounted the Trenches, 
of attacking that Work. Two Companies of Grenadiers 
of that Regiment fell on with that Courage, that, be- 
ing ſuſtain'd by the Guards in the Trenches, they 
got upon the Breach ; but before they could make a 
Lodgment, ſome Powder having taken Fire and blown 


up: 
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up, ſo terrified the Soldiers, that they thought of no- 
thing but Mines under them, and their going to be 
blown up 3 and all that the Officers could do, could 
not perſuade them to keep their Ground. The Beſieged 
taking advantage of this Confuſion, rallied upon them, 
and beat them back clear out of the Hornwork. But the 


next Day the Beſiegers being reſolv'd to make them- 


ſelves Maſters of it, and repair the loſs of the over- 


night, attack'd the Work with Six Companies of Gre- 


nadiers, and a Detachment of Sixty of the Grand Mouſ- 
quetairs, out of each Squadron, moſt of them arm'd 
like ſubaltern Officers with Partuiſanes, commanded 
by the Sieur de Maupertuis, (which Body of Mouſque- 
tairs is deſign'd for a Nurſery of Officers) and the 
Swiſs Guards which had the Trenches. About ten in 


the forenoon the Attack begun, the French King at the 


ſame time looking on from an Eminence, The Be- 
ſieged, about four Hundred ſtrong, arm'd with Pikes 
and Scythes, having the Snath turn'd the contrary way, 
and with Hand-Grenadoes, being drawn up in the Horn- 
work in order of Battle, maintain'd a good while the 
top of the Breach, and with a great deal of Bfavery : 
But a party of Grenadiers of the King's Regiment com- 
ing another way over the Fe, by a Dam which 
join'd to the Courtin, and being ſuſtain*d,by the Grand 
Moufquetairs, they enter'd Sword in Hand, taking the- 
Beſieged in Flank, and putting them in Confuſion, they 
kill'd many of the Officers and Soldiers: and being at 
the ſame time attack*d in Front, they beat the Beſieged 
clear out of the Hornwork; forcing them to leave it in 
great Diſorder, In this Action the Marquis de Bouflers 
Lieutenant General of the Day, and the Duke de Mont- 


fort eldeſt Son to the Duke de Chevrenſe, were wounded 3 


and the Beſiegers had about fifty Men kill'd and fixty 
wounded. The Sieur de Beauregard Captain in the French 
Guards, and the Chevalier d' E/trades, who were reckon'd 


among the Slain, were only taken Priſoners, and carried 
into 
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into the Town, where they got their Liberty by the 
ſurrender of it. . 

According to the account given by the Beſiegers, 
the Beſieged had no leſs than two Hundred kilPd and 
wounded in this Action. But it can hardly be ſuppos'd, 
that their loſs exceeded that of the Beſiegers. I have 
been the more particular in giving an account of this 
Action, becauſe it was the only one in the whole Siege, 
which deſerv'd the Name of an Attack. What occurr'd, 
either before or after it, in this Siege, being hardly more 
than the daily mounting and relieving the Trenches, 
and carrying on the approaches without any conſider- 
able loſs on either ſide. 

His Majeſty, who had come from Breda to put him- 
ſelf at the head of the confederate Army between Bru/- 
ſels and Vilverde, as ſoon as every thing was ready for 
a march, which met with ſome retarding difficulties 
advanced with it to Noſtre Dame de Halle, at the ſame 


time that the French carried the Hornwork. And as 
they could not but remember the blow they receiv'd 


near this place at the time of the Treaty of Nimeguen, 
they took a.i poſſible care, and more than was neceſ- 
ſary, to prevent the relief of it. Among other Expedi- 
ents, Lieutenant General Rozen was commanded with a 
good Body of Horſe to make waſte in the Country 


between Mons and Hall of all the dry Forrage, the 


only Forrage to be had at that time of the Year ; the 


moſt Chriſtian King rid out often to obſerve the Avenues, 


by which the confederate Army might come and attempt 
the relief of Mons: and the Body of Horſe poſted in 
the Neighbourhood of Maubeuge was order'd to march 
and join the Army before Mons, taking Poſt in the 
Line of Circumvallation. 

His Majeſty having paſs'd the Senne with the confede. 
rate Army, the ſame incamp'd upon two Lines, with 
Noſtre Dame de Halle in the Rear; of which I am now 
to inſert the Line of Battle: But as the Copy I have 


preſerv'd was tranſcrib'd ſo many years ago, I cannot 
anſwer 
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anſwer for the Exactneſs of it, ſeeing the Tranſcri- 


ber was not very well acquainted with foreign Names. 


Theſe which I am doubtful of are mark'd as in the 


Margin. As there are no general Officers mention'd in 
this Line of Battle, it cannot be expected that I ſhoald 


ive an account of them at this diſtance of time, much 
leſs aſſign them their feveral Poſts in this Line of 


Battle. 
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The Line of Battle of the confederate Army 
incamp'd at Meſire Dame de Halle un- 
der his Majeſty King William the Third, 
when the French took Mons; and as it 
was review d by his Mayclty 1691. 


Rien WING. 


Firſt Line. Second Line. 
Squadrons| Spaniſh Foot at a diſtance. 

"Guaſtanaga 4 Battal. 

Prince — I Manriques 1 
Marquis de Grigny 1 Roccafoure 1 

D' ode moni 14 Squad. 
Spaniſh] Duc d' Arſchot 2 Du puis 2 
Horſe.) Spinoſa 2 Brancaccio 2 
t Gondi 21Spani/h} Pignatelli 2 
Hartman 2| Horſe. Cordona I 

Pr. Ch. of Lorrain. 2 De Bay © 2 
222 1 Egmont 2 

18 2 

Battal. 2 
Right Wing continued. 

uad. | uad. 
Chauvet 5 | - Vanderlippe * 2 
Brendeck 2 Dutch \Wolfembuttel 2 

Dutch ( Frieſland 2 He yp i Bulo or Bernſtorf x 
Horſe. |Warfuſe "x Gantt Naſſaw Frieſſand 2 
| Opdam 24 C Nafſaw Sarbruck 2 
rince Waldeck 2 ” — 

— Spaniſh Horſe 11 Squa- 
Spaniſh Horſe 18 Squa.F 20 ditons 9 Dutch, F _ 
Dutch 12, 4 30 


Body 
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Body of Foot. 


ö TN Battal, we 


a0 0 4 15 * Battal. 
* . 1 
- 75 I Fig = 10 f rel 1 
Engli 12 AER | ” oBirkenſe at I 
_ * Reg. $ * Baron de Frieſs 1 
Dutch Guards 1 Haggedorn 1 
wcotch Guards 1 | Ametifeert I 
( Waldeck 2] |Prince Philip 1 
Horne 1 Styrum I 
D'orflinger 1 - }Scheimelpening 1 
| Lanno | 1 Dutch } _ Eckeren x 
| Lecluſs 1'F got.. 1 
Sebwerin iI. e 1 
Friaſbeir 1]. [Dedem 1 
Dutch E erbruyg be I + Weimar T 
is / Salviche 11 Old Holſtein 1 
Foot. ] Rhine Grave i . [Noyelts I 
1 — | I} | —y I 
- | Slangenburgh - 11 Da 1 
r Cent "Hy 
| Heiden 10 Brand. Barfuz I 
Denboff 1 Foot. YAnbalt 1 
Dorſlinger | I Prince Philip I 
auen 2 | > | — 
| — Battallions 22 
Battal. 230 5 
22 * 


Battallions 45 


Left 
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LEFT W I N G. 
uad. | uad. 
Floderf 1 (Tilly Sq 2 
 FSpaen , e | Monipouillan 2 
Dutch Vandenborgb 33 | [Briquemault 2 
Horſe. Wirtembergh 2 Dutch / Hubert 2 
orie. gaxen Heilbourgb 3 Horſe I f Hennebergb 2 
| Naſſau won oy 3 Saxen Gotha 3 
Vander Lippe 2. Ryſwick - 3 
8 Life Gare 2] eſe Darnſtadt 2 
Brand. YLutwits © 3 3 Du Hammel 3 
Horſe. Regiment of 75 Horſ D'erſling — 3 
Horſe Guards. yo Pry Charprice | 8. 
nabend : 2 
we" 5 ” | f 7 
| | Squadn ns 534 
ritiſþ Foot in the Front of Dragoons all i incawpi ut. 
P % the arſt Ref . of the Line. ar. : 
F qua 
Barca) A Heſſe” 1 
Seotch Gbr „ tn 
Ramſay. 10 Jamars ! 4 
Angus 1 Francek N 3 
Mactay I Schonfeldts 8 3 
Hodges i] Dorfling 4 
Noyal. I Brandenbourgth 4 
| - Marwitz 3 
Battallions 6 Berlo 3 
- Squadrons in the 8 3 
Right Win 0 5 adrons 30 
Horte. Left Wing 3 Battallions 8 2 
Dragoons 30 Main Body 45 
Engliſb and Scots before | G 
Squadrons in all 13 3] the Front. 


Battallions in 53 | 
By 
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By this Line of Battle, the Strength of the confedes 
rate Army incamped at Halle, when the French beſieged 
and took Mons, may thus be computed : _ > ag 
103 Squadrons of Horſe, at 130 per Squadron,—13390 
30 Squadrons of Dragoons, at 100 per Squadron 3000 
53 Battalions, at 550 Per Battalion —— -—— 29150 


Fotal ——45540 
Which is the utmoſt the confederate Army could then 
be compured at, viz. 45540 Men. As it cannot be ſup- 
oſed that the Regiments of Horſe were then complete, 
i cannot allow above 130 per Squadron at that time, 
one with another. As for the Squadrons of Dragoons, 
L compute them pretty near their full complement. 
The Bartalians I do not compute as complete, believing 
that they were not fully recruited at that time, no more 
than the Horſe or Dragoons. We mult farther conſider 
the Condition the Troops in Spaniſh Pay in Flanders were 
in at that time; which was defective every way, inſo- 
much that immediately after the taking of Mons by the 
French, they fell on reforming all the Regiments upon 
the Eſtabliſhment in their Country; i. e. breaking a 
great many Regiments of Horſe, Foot, and Dragoons, 
ro complete thoſe that were continued on foot, and put» 
ting the Officers upon (what can ſcarce be called) Half- 
pay. With reſpect therefore to the Troops upon 
Spaniſh Pay in this Line of Battle, it is very plain, that 
I have computed them much ſtronger than they really 
were: But as, probably, I have computed the reſt of 
the Army at an under- rate, I believe that the Number 
above-mentioned does anſwer pretty near the Strength 
of the confederate Army at this Camp, during the Siege 
of Mons. Seeing that this is the fiiſt time I have occa- 
ſion to make mention of the Briti/h Troops in this 
Country, it will not be amiſs, if I take notice in this 
place, of the number of our Bri/ifo Troops employed in 
ve this 
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this Country from the very Beginning of this War; and 
by virtue of a Treaty concluded between King Charles 
the Second, and the States General, for the Security of 
this Country (a common Barrier both to England and 
| Holland) againſt France. Which Forces, his Majeſty: 
| King William III, in conſequence thereunto, moved over 
into Flanders for that Service, being commanded in chief 
: by the Earl of Marlborough ; which Troops, though 
| * they did not come up by much to the Number agreed 
on by that Treaty, yet were as much as could be ſpared 
f at that time. But firſt, I muſt acquaint the Reader, 
 * that in this Liſt I truſt to my Memory, which, at this 

24 Jiſtance of time, may be liable to miſtakes. 
— The) Earl of Oxford's Regiment of Horſe, three 
++ | Squadrons. I do not remember any other Regiment of 
* Horſe, and if I miſtake not, the Royal Regiment of 
Dragoons. Of the firſt Regiment of Guards, the ſe- 
cond Battalion commanded by Colonel Warcup. Of 
the Colaſtream Regiment, the firſt Battalion command- 
ed by Colonel Bridgeman, Major. Of the Scots Guards 
one Battalion, by Colonel Maitland, The Royal Re- 
giment, of which Sir Robert Douglas was made Colonel, 
upon the Death of the Mareſchal Duke de Schonberg, 
killed at the Boyne, two Battalions. The Royal Regi- 
ment of Fuziliers, whereof my Lord of Marlborough 
7 was Colonel, one Battalion. Fitzpatrick, one Battalion. 
Hales, one Battalion; for 1 find mention made of it in 
the Account of the foregoing Skirmiſh * at Yalcour.. 
Hodges, one Battalion. Offerrel, one Battalion, Sir 
David Collier, one Battalion. In all three Squadrons of 
Horſe, and eleven or ten Battalions, the Reader may 
obſerve, that in the Line of Battle of this Camp at 
Halle above-mentioned, there is no notice taken of the 
Regiments of Fuziliers, Fitpatrict, ( Hales) and Sir 
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* Hiſt. of Europe, 2d Edit. It may be the ſame which Colonel Fitz- 
patrick had afterwards, . Battalion. 22 0, ee 
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David Collier ; but as ſeveral Regiments of Foot were 
commanded from Flanders, for my Lord Marlborough's 
Expedition againſt Cork and King/ale, the latter end of 
the former Campagne, that may account for the Dit- 
ference; | -;: VA, 

But to return from this digreſſion: As the confederate 
Army at Halle could not be ſuppoſed to exceed forty 
five, or (ix and forty thouſand Men; in which, it is 
obſervable, that the Britih Troops had been augmen- 
ted in chis Country by the Tranſportation of ſeveral 
Regiments out of Scotland, viz. Scotch Guards one Bat- 
talionz Ramſey one Battalion; 2 one Battalion; 
and Angus one Battalion, who came over time enough 
to march to this Camp: So the French, both in the 
Line of Circumvallation about Mons, and upon the 
Cover, could not be leſs than about ſeventy thouſand 
Men. And if I have computed the French Forces upon 
the foot of their being as complete as they generally 
were at their firft taking the Field, it is, becauſe we 
may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that the French, who had been 
making their preparations before-hand for this Siege, 
though ſo early in the Year, yet had completed their 

Forces againſt that time as well as they could: But this 
cannot well be imagined of the Forces of the Confe- 
derates in this Country, who, it is very plain, were not 
tolerably prepared for their acting defenſively againſt 
this Event. This may ſuffice to ſhew the reaſon of my 
difference of Calculation between the Strength of the 
French Forces at the Siege of Mons, and that of the 
Confederates at Halle ; that the Reader may not tax me 
with partiality upon that account. The difference be- 
tween the two Armies being ſo great, it cannot be 
thought that the confederate Army advanced to this 
Camp of Noſtre Dame de Halle, with any hopes of ob- 
liging the French to raiſe the Siege of Mons, or that his 
Majeſty put himſelf at the head of it in that view; 
though it was given out, that his Majeſty intended ano- 


ther March of his Army towards the French, and to in- 
ED camp 
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camp at Enghien: But the gathering together of the 
confederate Army at this place, and his Majeſty's co- 
ming in perſon to command it, ſeems rather to have 
been to cover the Country, and eſpecially the City of 
Bruſſels, againſt any farther Attempts of the French af- 
ter their taking of Mons, ſo as to oblige them to march 
back into Quarters, till the Summer Seaſon for takin 
the Field. It is true, that if his Majeſty had advanced 
as far as Engbien with the confederate Army, he might 
from thence have annoyed the Beſiegers on their Lines, 
if the Siege had not been too forward; and the French 
themſelves expected this motion. 

Bur the Beſiegers having gained the Horn- work be- 
fore the Bertamont Porte, and carried their Approaches 
farther by the Sappe to the Glacis of the covered way, 
loſt the two half Moons before the detach'd Baſtion that 
led to the Bertamont Porte, the Siege held out but very 
few days longer; and though there was no apparent Ne- 

ceſſity for it, and that the Beſieged had not yet made 
an Aſſault upon the two half Moons in order to lodge 

themſelves upon them, the Beſiegers, nevertheleſs, very 
unexpectedly, on the 29th of March in the Afternoon, 
beat the Chamade in order to capitulate, The moſt 
Chriſtian King was then on Horſeback, having been 

to ſee three Battalions of the French Guards march to 
relieve the Trenches on the right, and was now going to 
fee the like done by three Battalions of Grader on the 
left, when the Duke de YVendoſme, Lieutenant-General, 
commanding the Trenehes, ſent one of his Aide de 
Camps to acquaint his Majeſty, that the Beſieged were 
then beating the Chamade, and defired to ſend out Hoſ- 
tages, in order to agree upon a Capitulation, which the 
French King very readily agreed to; the Beſieged ſent 
a Colonel, a'Lieutenant-Colonel, and a Major, on their 
part; and the French King ordered three Officers of the 
ſame Rank for Hoſtages on the Part of the Beſiegers, 

and the Prince d' Eilbæuf was ſent into the Town to 

ſign the Capitulation- on his .moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's 
| f Part. 
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Part: The Beſieged demanded at firft eight days to quit 
the place; but the Prince PElbeuf, who had Inſtructions 
from the French King for the conditions upon which 
they were to ſurrender, brought the Capitulation ſigned 
to his Majeſty about midnight, whereby the Beſieged 
were to march out of the Town on the 31ſt, about 
ten in the Forenoon, with ſix pieces of Cannon, two 
of which were to be twenty-four pounders, the other 
four, ſix pounders. Three hundred Waggons were 
granted them to carry their Baggage away, of which 
ſome were allowed to be covered. 

It iis very apparent from this account, which the 
French themſelves have given of this Siege, and which I 
have followed, that the Beſieged might have held out 
one week longer; which was very material at this time 
of the Year, in which a change of weather to Rain and 
Floods might have broke the meaſures of the Beſiegers, 
and have done what the confederate Army at Halle could 
not attempt. And therefore, in ſuch a caſe, the Be- 
ſieged are to hold out as long as poſſible. The two 
halt Moons which covered the detached Baſtion before 
the Bertamont Porte, were ſtill in the poſſeſſion of the 
Beſieged, the Beſiegers being only maſters of the Coun- 
terſcarp, where they had but juſt lodged themſelves a- 
bout that time; ſo that the Beſieged being ſtill Maſ- 
ters of the two half Moons, and the detached Baſtion, 
beſides the Body of the Place untouch'd, (indeed not 
very defenſible ) the Beſieged were very far from being 
reduced to any extremity to oblige them to ſurrender. | 
On the zoth, the French Guards were put in poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Bertamont Porte, with ſtrict Orders to let 
none of the French Army come into the Town, till the 
Beſieged had evacuated the Place, But the Prince of 
Bergh having given no orders to keep the other Gates ſhut 
up, there were, as was ſuppoſed, no leſs than a thouſand 
French Soldiers in it, moſt part of that day; which, in 
Caſe of any quarrel either drunken or otherwiſe, between 


the Beſiegers and the Beſieged, might, in ſuch a con. 
H fulton, 
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fufion, have oceaſioned a great deal of miſchief and 
bloodſhed. 

On the 3iſt, the Garriſon marched out of the Town 
with the Prince of Bergb at the Head of it, the Petite 
Genſdarmerie making a Lane on the right and left, -whilft 
the Garriſon was marching out. The Prince of Bergh 
ſaluted the Dauphin with his Sword in his hand, who was 

reſent to ſee the marching out of the Garriſon three 
Everat times. It conſiſted, according to the computa- 
tion which the French have given of it, of four thouſand 
five hundred and fifty eight Soldiers, two hundred and 


- Eighty Officers, and about four hundred Horſe : That 
part of the Garriſon which* were Spaniards and Walloons, 


appeared in a very ſhattered condition as to clothing and 
Arms; which was no wonder, conſidering the ill State 
and Condition the Finances, or publick Revenues of that 
Country were in at that time. But notwithſtanding rhe 
ill State the Spaniſh Soldiers were in then, and which 
was not much mended in the ſequel of this War, their 
Conſtancy and Fidelity in the Service ought to be men- 
tioned to their Honour: Deſertion from their Colours 
being hardly ever known among them: whereas Deſer- 
tion is always very common among the French Troops; 
and I could wiſh that our own national Troops did not 
too much follow their Example. 

What loſs the Beſieged ſuſtained in this Siege, T have 
never ſeen any account of; but if we compare it with the 
loſs of the Beſiegers, it could not be very conſiderable, 
unleſs the damage which the Town ſuffered with the 
Bombs and red-hot Balls, wherewith it was plied du- 
ring the whole Siege, occaſioned the death and wound- 
ing of many among the Inhabitants. But as for the loſs 
ſuſtained by the Garriſon, it could not be very great. 
As for the loſs of the Beſiegers, it was ſo very incon- 
ſiderable, that I ſhould not venture to mention it, if I 
had not carefully caſt up the Number of the killed and 
wounded, out of the Journal of this Siege, printed at 
that time for the Author of the Paris Gazette, 3 

' Abbe 
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P Abbe Renaudot, as being hardly credible : The fum of 
which is as follows; wounded 126 ; killed 92. Yaul- 
tiers Account differs but very little from it. 

After the Garriſon of Mons had evacuated the Place, 
the Prince of Bergb the late Governor, was confined at 
kis coming to Bruſſels by the Marquis de Guaſtenaga's or- 
der, more for Form-ſake than any thing elſe, in order. 
for him to go to Madrid, and give his Catholick Majeſty 
an account of his Conduct in this Siege; which was 
approved of there, and the Prince acquitted. It is true, 
that Brigadier Fagel, who commanded the Dutch For- 
ces in that Garriſon, did all that lay -in his power to 
perſuade the Burghers to a longer Defence, ſeeing they 
were not yet reduced to any Extremity; and, may be, 
the Prince himſelf was not averſe to it; but the cla- 
mours of the Inhabitants were very great for a Surrender, 
which had ſo much the more effect, that the Clergy 
(both ſecular and regular) joined with them to forward 
it: And I dare ſay, that the Reader will be eaſily per- 
ſuaded to believe, that they had no great averſion to the 
French Intereſt at that time. 

If the French could undertake the Siege of Mons ſo 
early in the Year, at a time when Armies on both ſides 
were wont to be ſtill in their winter quarters in this 
Country ; it is no wonder if they entered at the ſame time 
upon Action in a milder Climate, and undertook the 
Sieges of Nizza and Villa Franca. As the moſt Chriſtian 
King had greatly increaſed his Armies by new Levies the 
Year before in all his Dominions, ſo he uſed his utmoſt 
Efforts to act offenſively againſt the Allies on every ſide, 
in order to bring ſome of them off from the Grand Al- 
liance. And as the War in Haly was more burthenſome 
and expenſive to France than any where elle, ſo at the 
ſame time that Mons was beſieged, thereby to diſappoint 
the hopes of the Allies, where they expected the moſt 
vigorous Operations againſt France, Lewis XIV. orde- 
red his Forces towards Piedmont and Provence, to form 


the Sieges of Villa Franca and Nizza much about the 
| Fs ſame 
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ſame time, under the Command of General Catinat, 
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quit the Intereſt of the Alligs, and make a ſeparate 
Peace, who had already ſuffeted ſo much for joining 
with them; by the taking of which Towns, the only 
Sea-Ports he was Maſter of, he would be deprived of 
any ſuccours from the Allies by Sea. His moſt Chriſ- 
tian Majeſty received the News of Monſieur de Catinat's 
ſucceſsful Siege of both theſe Towns, and having made 
himſelf Maſter of all the Forts depending upon them, 
before the Surrender of Mons: For which great re- 
Joycings were ſeverally made, as the Expreſſes came to 
his Majeſty ; and all the Artillery, both in the Trenches 
and Camp, were fired three ſeveral times upon each of - 
theſe occaſions, and all the Forces who drew out of their 
Lines for that purpoſe, fired three Vollies; which, no 
doubt, helped to intimidate the Inhabitants of Mons ſo 
much the more, and, may be, forwarded the ſurrender 
of it ſome days the ſooner. But it had not the ſame 
ſucceſs with his Royal Highneſs of Savoy, whoſe adhe- 
rence to the Allies ſeemed rather to be improved b 

theſe Loſſes: For which reaſon, the Emperor reſolved 
to ſend very conſiderable Succours to that Duke; who 
marching through Tyrol, and the Venetian Territories 
with the Milaneſe Troops, were received in the Mila 
neſe by the King of Spain's Orders, whence they mar- 
ched | with the Milaneſe Troops] into Piedmont the fol- 
lowing Campagne, and joined his Royal Highneſs's 
Forces, being commanded in chief by the Elector of 
Bavaria, And as: England and Holland were very well 
inclined of themſelves to help and aſſiſt his Royal High- 
neſs, who had already ſuffered the loſs of all his Do- 
minions on this ſide of the Alpes, Montmoillan excep- 
ted, beſides the taking of S by the French almoſt as 
ſoon as he had entered into the Grand Alliance ; ſo the 
Preſident de la Tour met with no difficulty in his Nego- 
tiations with his Majeſty and the States General; who al- 
lowed very conſiderable Subſidies for the railing of ſeve- 


ral 


thereby to oblige, if i Al the Duke of Savoy to 
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ral Regiments of Foot chiefly among the YVaudois, be- 
ſides a Regiment of Horſe for the Earl of Gallway, and 
one of Dragoons for the Marquis de . Mirmont, raiſed 
among the Refugits - By which ſupplies from the Em- 

peror, England, and the States General, the progreſs of 
the French on that ſide was very much checked, and 
the Duke was inabled at laſt to act offenſively againſt 
France; which, as I have mentioned before, opened. 
the way to a ſeparate Treaty between France and his 
Royal Highneſs, though the Arms of France, in the 
greateſt of their ſucceſs againſt him, could not force 
him to it before. 3 

The Siege of Mons being over, the French King left 
the Army employed in this Siege, after having firſt re- 
viewed it, which, iF their own Account be true, we 
may ſay that it was not much leſſened by this Siege; 
and having ordered a good Garriſon to be put in this 
new Conqueſt, he went to 2xeſnoy on the ſecond of A. 
pril, lay at St. Quentin on the third, and on the fourth 
went forward as far as Compiegne, where his Majeſty tar- 
ried on the fifth to keep his Eaſter, and on the ſixth or 
ſeventh arrived at Verſailles, and his Army was ordered 
back into Quarters. 1 | Fn 

His Britannick Majeſty did not quit the Field ſo ſoon 
with the confederate Army: But as, in all likelihood, he 
did not expect that the Garriſon of Mons would capi- 
tulate ſo ſoon as it did, and yet as his Majeſty ſaw no - 
likelihood of relieving of it, fo his Majeſty did not 
think fir that the confederate Army ſhould advance 
farther towards Mons than this Camp at Noſtre Dame de 
Halle: A celebrated Place for the Devotions that are 

id, in the Parochial Church of this Town, to an Image 
of the Virgin Mary, which among the People of the 
Roman Communion has a very great Name for working 
Miracles; upon which account it is very much reſorted 
to by them, from all parts of this Country, and the 
neighbouring parts of France, even by perſons of the 
higheſt quality of both Sexes, It can be. no wonder 
mT g then, 
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then, if che Treaſure belonging to this Shrine be very 
great; which at this time of War was not to be ſeen, 
no not ſo much as Lipſius's Silver Pen, which, upon his, 
embracing the Communion of the Church of Rome, he 
dedicated to it. Only ſome heaps of Iron and Stone. 
Balls lie there at il] times, which, as is pretended, if the 
Town received no damage by them, (and eſpecially 
the Church) is due to the tutelary Protection of this 
Image. The chief Cities in this Province, Flanders, and 
Brabant, carry this Image in a ſolemn Proceſſion, up- 
on every firſt Lord's Day in September, by their Repre- 
ſentatives deputed for that purpoſe. It is ſituated about 
nine Miles from Bruſſels, in the way to Mons; and, not- 
withſtanding this Neighbourhood to Bruſſels, it lies in. 
the Province of Hainault, which reaches thus far; which, 
take it altogether, may juſtly be counted one of the 
fineſt of the ſeventeen Provinces, Fe #8 

His Majeſty did not think fit to leave the Army at 
Halle, as ſoon as it appeared that nothing could be done 
for the relief of Mons, but tarried there, to order the 
taking of proper meaſures upon this Event, for the ſe- 
curity of the Country on this fide, and of Bruſſels in 
particular, both which were very much expoſed by it, 
and the Inhabitants of Bruſſels in no ſmall conſternation. 
During the time of his Majeſty's Stay in this Camp, he. 
took hold of that opportunity to review his Army, 
which he did on the ſame day the Garriſon marched out of 
Mons: His Majeſty ordered alſo ſome Fortifications to 
be made at that Place, ſufficient to cover a ſmall Gar- 
riſon in it, till the Army on both ſides ſhould take the 
Field ; which was as much as could be done at that time, 
and the preſent exigency of Affairs required, and the ill 
ſituation of that little Town, for a place of defence, 
could permit; which is ſituated upon a ſmall River, 
the ſame which goes through Bruſſels, the River Senne, 
and commanded almoſt on every ſide by the adjoining 
Country: But notwithſtanding the unſuitableneſs of its 
fituation for a place of Strength, and its being under 
| the 


W "I 
the protection of the miraculous Image before-mentio- 
ned, it had an old Wall about it, with two Gates for a 
coming into it, whereby the Inhabitants, with the help 


of a fmafl Garriſon, could not be forced without the 


help of Cannon: As it is likely, that the like caſe. has 
happened in former days, by the heaps of Stone and 
Iron Balls, which are carefully preſerved in the Church 
near the Image of the Virgin Mary ; to whoſe miracu- 
lous Protection, as it is pretended, they owe the preſer- 
vation of that Church, upon thoſe occaſions. Howe- 
ver, during the little time. the confederate Army lay in- 
camped hear this place, it was ſufficidntly fortified to 
quarter a ſmall Garriſon in it, and keep the French Par- 
ties f being too buſy in the Neighbourhood of 
Bruſſels. | 

His Majeſty having left the Camp near Halle on the 
fifth of April, and ordered the Army to march back 
into quarters, reached Breda that night, and arrived at 


the Hague the following Day, to haſten over to Eng- 


land, where his preſence was very much wanted, to or- 
der matters for a vigorous Campagne in Ireland, to 
compleat thereby the total Reduction of that Kingdom, 
and regulate ſtill a farther Tranſportation of what 
Forces could be ſpared out of England and Scotland, for 
the defence of Flanders; which was now ſo much the 
more expoſed by the loſs of Mons, that the whole Pro- 
vince of Brabant lay open to the French, and no one 
ſtrong Place to cover it. a | 

His Majeſty having ſtaied but few days at the Hague, 
went from thence on the 11th, to embark at Oranje 
Polder, but was obliged to come again on ſhore by 
contrary winds, which detained him ſome days farther 
on that ſide of the Water; but the Wind coming fair 
again, his Majeſty reimbarked ſoon after, and failing 
Under the Convoy of a good Squadron of Men of War, 
and paſſing by the Buoy of the Nore early on the 23d, 


where the Fleet then lay at Anchor ; and having been 
ſaluted 
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then, if the Treaſure belonging ta this Shrine be very 
great; which at this time of War was not to be ſeen, 
no not ſo much as Lip/ius's Silver Pen, which, upon his, 
embracing the Communion of the Church of Rome, he. 
dedicated to it. Only ſome heaps of Iron and Stone 
Balls lie there at ill times, which, as is pretended, if the 
Town received no damage by them, (and eſpecially 
the Church) is due to the tutelary Protection of this 
Image. The chief Cities in this Province, Flanders, and 
Brabant, carry this Image in a ſolemn Proceſſion, up- 
on every firſt Lord's Day in September, by their Repre- 
ſentatives deputed for that purpoſe. It is ſituated about 
nine Miles from Bruſſels, in the way to Mons; and, not- 
withſtanding this Neighbourhood to Bruſſels, it lies in. 
the Province of Hainault, which reaches thus far; which, 
take it altogether, may juſtly be counted one of the, 


fineſt of the ſeventeen Provinces, EY B48 

His Majeſty did not think fit to leave the Army. at 
Halle, as ſoon as it appeared that nothing could be done 
for the relief of Mons, but tarried there, to order the 
taking of proper meaſures upon this Event, for the ſe- 
curity of the Country on this fide, and of Bruſſels in 
particular, both which were very much expoſed by it, 
and the Inhabitants of Bruſſels in no ſmall conſternation. 
During the time of his Majeſty's Stay in this Camp, he. 
took hold of that opportunity to review his Army, 
which he did on the ſame day the Garriſon marched out of 
Mons: His Majeſty ordered alſo ſome Fortifications to 
be made at that Place, ſufficient to cover a ſmall Gar- 
riſon in it, till the Army on both ſides ſhould take the 
Field; which was as much as could be done at that time, 
and the preſent exigency of Affairs required, and the ill 
fituation of that little Town, for a place of defence, 
could permit; which is ſituated upon a ſmall River, 
the ſame which goes through Bruſſels, the River Senne, 
and commanded almoſt on every ſide by the adjoining 
Country : But notwithſtanding the unſuitableneſs of its 
fituation for a place of Strength, and its being under 
| | the 
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the protection of the miraculous Image before-mentio- 
ned, it had an old Wall about it, with two Gates for a 
coming into it, whereby the Inhabitants, with the help 
of à ſmafl Garriſon, could not be forced without thie 
help of Cannon: As it is likely, that the like caſe, has 
happened in former days, by the heaps of Stone and 
Iron Balls, which are carefully preſerved itt the Church 
near the Image of the Virgin Mary; to whoſe miracu- 
lous Protection, as it is pretended, they owe the preſer- 
vation of that Church, upon thoſe occaſions. Howe- 


— ver, during the little time. the confederate Army lay in- 


camped hear this place, it was ſufficidntly fortified to 
quarter a ſmall Garriſon in it, and keep the French Par- 
ties . being too buſy in the Neighbourhood of 
Bruſſels. 

His Majeſty having left the Camp near Halle on the 
fifth of April, and ordered the Army to march back 
into quarters, reached Breda that night, and arrived at 
the Hague the following Day, to haſten over to Eng- 
land, where his preſence was very much wanted, to or- 
der matters for a vigorous Campagne in Jreland, to 
compleat thereby the total Reduction of that Kingdom, 
and regulate ſtill a farther Tranſportation of what 
Forces could be ſpared out of England and Scotland, for 
the defence of Flanders; .which was now ſo much the 
more expoſed by the loſs of Mons, that the whole Pro- 
vince of Brabant lay open to the French, and no one 
ſtrong Place to cover it. 9 

His Majeſty having ſtaied but few days at the Hague, 
went from thence on the 11th, to embark at Oranje 
Polder, but was obliged to come again on ſhore by 
contrary winds, which detained him ſome days farther 
on that ſide of the Water; but the Wind coming fair 
again, his Majeſty reimbarked ſoon after, and failing 
under the Convoy of a good Squadron of Men of War, 
and paſſing by the Buoy of the Nore early on the 23d, 


where the Fleet then lay at Anchor ; and having been 
ſaluted 


& n 


ſaluted by all the Men of War, his Majeſty went on 
board of the Admiral, and making the beſt of his. way 
up the River, came ſafe to London the ſame Evening; 
+ Bm, his Majeſty having been received with all publick 
Demonſtrations of Joy for his ſafe Return, went on 
farther to Kenſington, where his Royal Conſort was then 
with her Court. Fs X | 
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CAMPAGNE 
For the Year 1691. 
PART 1 


H IS Majeſty having made a longer ſtay in his 


Voyage to Holland, to aſſiſt in Perſon at the 

| Congreſs of the High Allies appointed to meet 

at the Hague, than he expected, by reaſon of the Siege 
of Mons, could make but a ſhort abode in England, after 
his return there. The Dutchy of Brabant being now 
deſtitute of a Frontier by the toſs of Mons, and a vic- 
torious Army in the Neighbourhood ready to take the 
Field and invade it, as foon as the ſeaſon would permit; 
the Spaniſh and Walloon Forces to defend it, upon a 
very bad foot; and the Dutch, after the overthrow they 
Teceived in the Plain of Fleury the former Campagne, 
far from having recovered that great Loſs, and being in 
a condition to oppoſe 0 progreſs of the Freneb Ars 


— 
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| 1 
bis Majeſty, in haſtning back to theſe Countries for the 
common defence of the I:tberties of Rurope, and of 
-Eng/and and Holland, couſct not have a very promiſing 

proſpect of Redreſs. 
Several Regiments of Foot had been tranſported du- 
ring the Winter, moſt of ent from Scotland, after the 
Tranquillity of that Kingdom had been in a manner 
A, y the Vigory Lievtenant-GeneEral "Matkay 
hadgainedgover the Fizh-landers e which 
| went overtime enough to march to the Camp At Halle, 

| and of which I have giyen an account in the former part. 

| To which I muſt add: one Battahowof the Dutch Guards, 
and the ſecond of the Scots; the Royal Regiment of Fu- 

_ ziliers, and that of Fitz. patrick, which had been com- 


manded back to- Handers, (b D after 


N the taking of Cork and Kinſale, but not time enough 
| to appear in the Field, at Halle; hut Sir, David Collier's 
f was continued in Ireland. The Earlof Bath's Regiment, 
quartered in the Iſlands of Zer/ey and Guernſey, and 
Tome Companſes remaining at nth, were like wife 


tranſported to Oſtend; but did not arrive till about the 
time that Mons ſurrendered! to the French, when the 
Author of this and the following Campagnes to the 
Treaty of Ryſwick went over, attending the ſaid Regi- 
ments as Deputy-Chaplain and two Squadrons of al 
Guards, commanded by the, Duke of Ormond: which 
did not, embark for  Tranſportagion, till the Fart of 


Oxferd's Regiment of Horſe was got back to Eugland, 
| Tbis was the State of our Briti/h Troops in Nanders, 
* for the Campagne I am now to give an account of; 
which was as much as could be ſpared, at a time that 

the Reduction of Ireland was ſtill depending; but was 

far enough from making a compleat reinforcement” for 

the defence of their Country againſt farther attempts 

from France; which, at the ſame time, the Branden- 

Bourg Troops, and thoſe of Heſſe. Caſſel, were at too 
great a diſtance to prevent; and obliged alſo to _— 
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the Dutchy of Cleve and the lower Rhine, againſt the 
French upon the Moſelle and Country of Luxembourg, 
all which very much favoured the French, in their 
beſieging and taking Mons. | 

This being the State of Affairs in theſe Countries, 
which was not much better any where elſe in the Con- 
tinent, his Majeſty was obliged to ſail back to Holland as 
ſoon as poſſible, in order to provide, after the beſt man- 
ner he could, for the ſecurity of theſe Countries, Which 
made but one common and neceſſary out-work againſt: 
France, for the defence both of England and Holland: 
Which Countries, if once in the hands of the French, it, 
would be hardly poſſible to prevent their over- running 
not only all the United-Provinces, but England itſelf 
muſt have been in an immediate danger of being ſubjec- 
ted to the Arms of France. 5 Wes; 

It is true, that it did not happen ſo, in the caſe; of 
the Sueceſſion of the Houfe, of Bourbon to the Crown 
of Spain, upon the demiſe of King Charles II. But as this 
Sueceſſion was to be upon condition that Sin ſhould, , 
nevertheleſs, remain, with all its dependencies, an abſo- 
lute and: independent Government from Trance, without 
being unitable under one head With that powerful King- 
dom; and that their Succeſſion was ſtrenuouſly oppoſed, 
by the Emperor, to keep up the pretenſions of the 
Houſe of Auſtria to that Succeſſion, aſſiſted by Great»; 
Britain and Holland; the great diverſion. which the 
French were obliged to make of their Forces, to ſeeure 
the Spani/ Succeſſion: to his preſent Catholick Majeſty, - 
occaſioned that reverſe of Fortune which they met with 
in that War, when Great-Britain, and the States- Gene - 
ral in conjunction, obtained. ſo many victories over the 
Frenth; and reſcued this Country out of. their hands, 
under the-ſutceſsfal Conduct of that renowned General, 
the Duke of Marlborough :- But if that Succeſſion had 
fallen to the Houſe of Bourbon abſolutely, and, without! 
that limitation, it is not unlikely, that notwithſtanding 
the Intereſt the Houle: of Auſtria had ſtill in Spain, che 
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facceſs of the French Arms would have taken another 
turn, more to their advantage than it did. Bur be that 
as it will, the proſpect of ſucceſs for the defence of 
Flanders againſt. France was far from being very pro- 
miſing, at the time his Majeſty was obliged to ſail back 
to Holland, in order to take the Field for the defence of 
it ; where, notwithſtanding the evident danger it was in 
of falling under the power of France, the State and Con- 
dition of that Country was brought ſo low, that the 
Government, immediately concerned in the defence of 
it, was then reducing the Forces on foot, (or what was 
called Reforming ) for want of pay, cloathing, and other 
neceſſaries: For which reaſon, as ſoon as the Siege of 
Mons was over, ſeveral Regiments of Horſe, Foot, and 
Dragoons, both Spaniſb and Walloons, were broke, the 
private Soldiers were diſpoſed among the Regiments 
that were continued on foot, and the Officers reduced 
to two month's pay in the Lear; but were allowed Am- 
munition Bread, which they might ſell if they pleaſed, 
or receive in kind. Bur if the Landed Intereſt was in a 
manner beggar*d by this War, the other publick Reve- 
nues ariſing from the Exciſe, or Duties upon the con- 

ſumption of Goods, muſt have been very much in- 
creaſed by it. 

If the Affairs of the Allies afforded fo indifferent a 
proſpect in this Country, they were far from being upon 
a better Foot any where elſe in the Continent ; ſo that had 

it not been for the Revolution which happen'd in England, 
whereby it was reſcued by his Majeſty from being ſub- 

jected to French Counſels, if not to French Power, and 
for his indefatigable firmneſs to his Allies, ſupported by 
the Reduction of Ireland in this Campagne, Lewis XIV 
had ſtood very fair for ſubduing the beſt part of Europe 
under his Authority, | 

Such was the proſpect of Affairs abroad, when his 
Majeſty embarked ſo ſoon as the ſecond of May for 
Holland, after having made a ſtay but of nine or ten 
Pays in England, and arrived on the following Day at 


Oranie 


8 
1 


Oranie Polder, and got to the Hague the ſame Night; 
where having tarried but few Days to confer with the 
Deputies of the States-General and Council of State, and 
give audience to foreign Miniſters, his Majeſty went to 
| paſs ſome Days at Lo, where he arrived on the 28th. 
n the mean while, orders were ſent for all the Forces 
quartered in the Frontier of the United-Provinces to 
march to their general Rendezvous, appointed at Du- . 
elle in Brabant towards Machlen, where the Prince of 
Naſſau Sarbruck took the command of them in the ab- 
ſence of Princa Waldeck, who was then at Aix la Cba- 
pelle to drink the Waters. His Majeſty having ordered 
the general Rendezvous of thoſe Forces, and thoſe from 
Flanders to be at Anderlecht, on the other ſide of Bruf- 
ſelles towards Halle, the Prince of Naſſau Sarbruck marched 
with the Army under his Command to this Camp, 
where the Garriſons of Bruſſelles and Louvain joined him, 
but the Garriſons of Gbendt, Bruges, &c. kept till in 
their Quarters, till it was known which way the French 
Army, now gathering in the Neighbourhood of Cour- 
tray, would direct its march. Prince Waldeck having 
done drinking the Waters at Aix, came to take the 
command of the confederate Army, upon its firſt com- 
ing to this Camp of Anderlecht. * 
Though I have brought the confederate Army to 
this Camp, before my mentioning the motions of the 
French, yet they were the firſt in drawing out of their 
Quarters to take the Field ; having begun to form a 
Camp near Courtray the latter end of April, under the 
command of Lieutenant-General Rozen, the right ha- 
ving Bave-Rove before it, and the left towards Heull. 
The Mareſchal Duke of Luxembourg arrived at this 
Camp on the 5th, to take upon him the command in 
chief of the French rn which by this time was, I 
ſuppoſe, got to its general Rendezvous in this Camp. 
This firſt motion of the French to take the Field in 
the Neighbourhood of Courtray, ſeems to have been 


ordered in a view of endeavouring to ſurprize Halle, 
2 | | with 
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with the Garriſon in it; which muſt inevicably have 


fallen into their hands, if the confederate Army had nor 
been at hand to ſuſtain it, as it was in the Camp of. 
Anderlecht. It was at the fame time neceffary to have 
a good Garriſon in that little Town, to hinder the 
French from having their firſt Camp in taking the Field 
near this place, and poſſeſſing themſelves of Anderlecht 
itſelf, almoſt at the Gates of Bruſſelles, where the Con- 
federate Army was now incamped, very much inferior to 
Z 4 & era 
The confederate Atmy's incamping at this place for 
its firſt taking the Field, being of ſuch conſequence for 
the operations of the whole Campagne, his Majeſty did 
not think fit to alter the incamping of his Army at 
Anderlecht, upon the French Army's taking, the Field 
where it did, though it was before-hand* in marching 


out of Quarters, and was in its full ſtrengch, when it 


marched from this Camp towards Brabant. 
The Mareſchal de Luxembourg, on his ſide, to prevent 
the confederate Army from getting before him to the 
Camp at, Halle, and thence” by Brenne le Chaſteau; 
where, notwithſtanding. its being very much inferior to 
the French at preſent, yet the difficulty of that Paſs” 
would have defended it from any attempts of the French 
Army; and from whence it might at once both ſecure 
Bruſſelles againſt the French, ( though not againſt a Bom- 
bardment) and have been, ſo much the more fotward 
towards its Junction with the Brandenburg and Heſſe 
Troops, and to have forced the French to keep cloſe 
to their own Frontier the whole Campagne; the Maref- 
chal de Luxemburg, (I ſay) to prevent this Motion of 
the Confederate Army, and the advantage it would 
have got by it, thought fit to Teave the Neighbourhood: 
of Courtray, and advance himſelf towards Halle, to get 
ſome advantage over the Contederates, whilſt his Army 
was ſtill ſuperior to them, and on the 6th” marched to- 

wards the Scheld, and incamped along that River, with 
the right between Warmarde and Avelgbein, and the left 
©) bs N at 
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at Helchin, and. the Head. quarter. at auterive upon the 
Scheld, in which Camp his Field Artillery conſiſting of 


ſixty pieces of Cannon Dy. by water from Doway, 


joined him the following D The French General con- 
tinued in this Camp ſome days, for all the Forces de- 


ſigned for his Army to join it, which being all together, 
on the fath he took à Review of it, of mhich\th Line 


'of 2 was as follows: 


© Ty 
* 


—— — — — 


Je Line of. Battle 17 the (EP e 
1 by the Margſehul Dl of 


„ Pure at the Camp of Hauterive, 
May the 12th, 1691. 


RIGHT WT NG. 


Fre 2 \.. Second Line. 
; The Duke of 3 65 1 "1 Monſieur nM | Reva Lure. 


ieutenan Gene Nang, * 2 2 | 
Idar ae tes les "OY Wa Ela Wi M 
reſchal de Camp. refch haſ Ze 


Monſieur de Neuchelles, | 
 Mgeelchpl de: Cong Dag len can  2bagiid 
a manding . the Troops 8 eM | 


ue Kings Bpules.. pe 8 
| 9 
Bri ades. Re vim. Squad, Brigades, "ag Squad. 
Dragoons. 4 . le * 75 * — 0 3 
0 2 


= 


0 e Granadiers, 2 
3 "Uk EI wh * * GH > 2 
Maiſon? Life- * Lhxembourg 2 Norte $7 Tecra, 


ds Roy 5 Guards Y De Lorge m g 3 
Naailles 2 ber Da Rozel 3 


RIGHT 


{ 64) 


RIGHT WING. 


F. + 


WG. Line, 8 5 | 7 1 4 
— 1 5 Grand N 225 
R hs  quetaires 5 27. 
Ys do d' Armerie g | Boble 
Rohan l | 
285 Praſlin 24 
Quad. 3 
Du Maine © WD y | 
"Mars. CCravalies "36 % 
6 38 * 


continued. 


Second Line. 


Wals prin 

Sins, 3 

Royal Alle-T 
— Fi 3 


"es WY 


Squadron — 27 
© irſt Line 38 


Ri ght Wing ug 
of Horſe--- 65 Sq 


MAIN BODY, 


» 4 71 13 


F rf Line: Second Line; 
T he Prince 4 Seubize, 1 Lieu- Monſieur de Rubante!, Lieu- 
--*xenant*Generat, © || tenant-General, © 
Count @ Ariagnan, and Mar- Monfieur de "ai Ma- 
quis de Montchevreil, Ma: a "reſchat de * 
reſchals de Camp. 


' 


Brigades, Regm. Battal. ; erde. Regim. Battal 

Navarre Ii v 1 2 

Dauphin St. Laurens 1 

La Reine Dauphine 1 

Vaubecourt Pont bien 1 

Roche Mermandoi Stouppe Sen. 4. 

Guyon YProvence Stouppe Jun. 4 

| | rin — 4 

N eder | 

Vaube-) Francoiſes. - * AB 
our, Jouardes 
Shiffes 


* 2 


= 
G 
2 


6680) 


MAIN per continued. 


—Firſt Line. Kenne Line, 5 
Du Ney, "ewe wor" os 6 l 1 
d' Avejean Name I — Ron ſillan I 
des Vaiſſeaux 2 La Marine 2 
2 I 3 — 
1 Royal Italien 11 + Bagtalions 25 
Mailly er 2 E Fiſt Line 27 
Champagne 2 — 
—d kalen. in 1 32 
Battal, 27.1. 
L E R ſo? IN G. 
Firſt Line, 0 74 wi RW. Second Lines, * 
Duc de Foyeuſe, Lieutena 6 — 4 Vandome, Lieureqant- 
Ga f Generaxk 
Grand Prior, Mareſchal de — de Rogus laure, Mareſ⸗ 
Cone, al de Camp. 


Brigades," | Regim. 


3 

Conde 3 

IQ 14353! * Ra ant 3 

Immecourt 3 

Bifſy 3 

Precontal Carabinjexs | Courtebonne 3 

$44 Roqueliitre'® | 12 Magnac 3 

f Magnac & Chartres 2 

my u Tue Einar 3 

, I Sailly , Squad: * 26 
Sa rilly._ J Dr. 3 . 

Reine Firſt Line 36 

709 i $5804, "a | 3 | 

= Squad, 361 - Left Wing 62 

101 K R E- 


(66) 


RESERVE. is 


Monfl eur r Danger Lictchant-General, 
- Monſieur de Merinville Mareſchal de 


Camp. - 
Sen | ? 
Gramont Dragoons * 
Royal Piemont 
Horſe & Langallerie | ; 
Mirinville 3 2 
Asfeidi — 3 5 
— 


Squad. * 


Major-General of the . Mon- 
ſieur d Artagnan. 


„ oy General, Monſieur de 


ne d la dz noind ba 
by Kale 96 pieces | 
AY Bombardier 11 1 Battalion. 
| 1 
—_—_ en 
5 ns in the Right Win 5 
3 FP In the Left „ 62 
f 5 5 1 Tout of ä * 
he Ni 
bs 4 ; Bod of Foot. 
; . Fo — 3 82 
: 0471, | | Reſerve Wi 7 14 
6 | | Battalions in 0 - a 
g 8 From 


Fx TY , 8 * i 


( 672) | 

From the Line of Battle of the Mareſchal- de Lux-- 
embourg's Army above-mentioned, and as it was upon 
the marching of it from Flanders - towards Halle, the 
Strength of it may thus be calculated; fifty and three 
Battalions at five hundred and, fifty per Battalion, 
makes twenty - nine thouſand one hundred and fifty Foot. 
As the Compliment of the French Battallions is not ſo 
great as among the Confederates, I compute them to 
be fifty Men leſs one with another, and ſo I have com- 
puted them in the following Campagnes; and as for. 
the Allowance that is to be made, from what they ſuf- 
fered in the Siege of Mons, the Reader may learn, from 
the Account I have given of that Siege in the firſt Part, 
that it was very inconſiderable. One hundred and forty 
two Squadrons of Horſe and Dragoons, at one hun- 
dred and thirty per Squadron one with another, made ai 
eighteen thouſand four hundred and ſixty Horſe; which 
makes the Total of the Army at that time, under the 
Mareſchal of Luxembourg, to be about forty. ſeven thou- 
ſand ſix hundred Men, or thereabouts. On the 15th,- 
the Mareſchal de Luxembourg paſſed. the . with his 
Army, and incamp'd wick hi right at  Yatripont, and 
his left towards Cocambe, and head Quarter, at Renai, 
upon the Scbeld, in the Rear of the Center. On the 
1th, the ſame Army marched to Le/ſines, and incamp'd 
along the Dender with the right, near the Village of 


Acre, and left, near the Mill and. Bridge of Tripant, 
towards Aub; the head Qua . ie whos 1 
the Duke de Chartres'came to join the, Army. 
Upon theſe Motions of the Duke of Luxembourg to- 
3 Brabant, the Troops which continued in Quar- 
ters at Ghendt, Bruges, and. Oſtend, whilſt- the French 
Army lay between the Scheld and the Lys, were, ordered 
to- quit their Quarters, and march with all, Expedition 
to the confederate Camp that was forming at Auder- 
echt, with the right at Gaësbeck, and left towards the 
Senne, Fagel's Brigade being poſted before it, at Gigo 
en F upon 
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upon khat River 3 but the Far! of Batl's Regiment 
continued at Bruges till farther Orders, | 2 
On the 18th, the French Army marched from Ze: ' 
fines to Engbien, where it incamped with the Left at 
Henine, and the Right at Aube, the little River Mart in 
the Rear, and having Eugbien the head Quarter in Front; 
and the following Day continued its march to Halle, to 
come nearer to the confederate Army at Anderlecht, or 
rather to cut off the Communication between the Gar- 
riſon of Halle, and the Camp of the Allies; in which 
caſe the Garriſon, which conſiſted of as many Battali- 
ons as could be crowded in that little place, (which the 
French Account reckoned to be no leſs than three thou- 
ſand Men) muſt have been made Priſoners of War. 
In view of this Deſign, the Duke of Luxembourg's Army 
incamped neat this Place with the Right, at the River 
Senne, and the Left at Beuvinck, the Brook of Helbech 
and Halle in the Rear of the right. As ſoon as the 
French Army was got to their Camp, the Mareſchal de 
Luxembourg cauſed two Bridges of Boats to be laid over 
the River, in order for ſome of his Troops to paſs it, 
and take P oft on the other ſide that very ight ; |; 
thereby to prevent the Garriſon of Halle from retiring 
to the Atmy at Anderlecht; which they could not pre- 
tend to do with fafety, by keeping to the ſame fide of 
the River where the French Army was now ed, 
and where lay the direct Road from Halle to'Bruyſſelles 3 
and where it muſt have paſſed by many Defiles near An- 
derlecht, and where the French, who, no doubt, would 
have reached the Rear of it, muſt have cut it to 
pieces. 1 
The Garriſon of Halle obſerving theſe Diſpoſitions 
x made by the French, to cut off the Communication be- 
tween it and the Camp at Anderlecht, did not think fit 
to tarry in it till the next Morning; but that very 
Night, without beat of Drum, and as privately as poſ- 
ſibly they could, they left the Town, taking their march 


by 


1 
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by the other fide of the River, after having ſtrictly 
forbidden the Inhabitants to ſtir out of their Houſes, 
on pain of being immediately put to death if any of 
them were found in the Streets, whilſt the Garriſon 
cleared the place. By this ſtrict Order having been 
ſtrictly obſerved, the Garriſon marched clear out of the 
Town, before the French could have timely notice to 
purſue it. But the Chief of the Town, to ſhow their 
good will as ſoon as they could do it with ſafety, and 
before Day, were got to the Duke of Luxembourg's 
Quarters, to-inform him of what had happened, and put 
the Town of Halle under his Protection. The Garriſon 
got to the Camp at Anderlecht pretty early the next 
Day, not without ' ſome confuſion and diſorder, by the 
Suddenneſs of its March, and in the Night. The Duke 
of Luxembourg was not well-pleaſed with the Garriſon's 
giving him the Slip after this manner, which made him 
try ſome other way to make amends for this Diſappoint- 
ment; for which purpoſe, he ordered Monſieur de 
Cheladet to march immediately with eight hundred Horſe 
towards the Camp at Anderlecht, and the Duke himſelf 
followed with eight hundred mote, to obferve the Situ- 
ation of the Camp as near as he could, in order to 
attack it; giving Orders for the whole Army to march 
by eight the next Morning, leaving nothing behind but 

what was neceſlary for the Guard of the Camp; and 

having paſſed the Brook of St. Pieters Lieuwe, he drew 
up in order of Battle between it and Vleſſembeck, with 
the Right at Kline Bogard, and Left towards Gaesbeck. The 
Artillery was ordered to join the Army as it drew up ia 
Battle: But the Mareſchal having obſerved the ſeveral 
Paſles and Defiles wherewith the Camp at Anderlecht was 
covered, beſides the Brook of St. Pieters Lieuwe to go 
over, judged it moſt adviſeable to ſet aſide the Thoughts 
of attacking the Allies in this place, to which 'the Ac- 
ceſs was ſo difficult, and ſo marched back with his Army 


to his former Camp. 1 
Jiowever, 


70 
However, this Motion of the French Army gave no 
{mall Alarm to the confederate Camp at Anderlecht, 
where the Marquis de Gaſtanaga, Governor of the Spa- 
#iſh Netherlands, and Prince Vaudemont, repaired im- 
mediately from Bruſſelles, and together with Prince Wal- 
deck, who came to this Camp from Aix la Chapelle much 
about that time, to concert together proper meaſures for 
diſappointing the Deſigns of the French in their March 
towards them: Upon the firſt notice of this Motien of 
the French, an Expreſs was immediately diſpatched to 
meet the King in his way from Loo to the Army; which 
place it was ſuppoſed that his Majeſty had left about 
that time, to repair to the Camp. Accordingly, the 
Expreſs met his Majeſty upon the Road to Breda, where 
he arrived on the 22d, and went forwards the ſame 
Evening to Antwerp; and the next Evening, the 23d, 
arrived at Bruſſelles, and went on to the Camp; a Day 
or two after this Alarm. | 172 gt? INE 
The French, on their Side, gave out, that this Retreat 
of their General, after having come ſo near the confede- 
rate Army to attack it, was only a Feint to cover ano- 
ther Deſign they had then in hand againſt Liege, thereby 
b to prevent the going of any Detachments from the 
i Camp at Anderlecht to relieve that City; againſt which - 
i City, the Marquis de Bouflers had Orders to march with 
the ſeparate Army he commanded between the Moſelle:: 


and the Maeſe. The Biſhop, Prince of that Place, as 
he had been choſen by the Intereſt. of the Allies, and 
more eſpecially the Dutch, ſo he was very ſteddy to their 
' Intereſt; and as this petty Prince, as he might be cal» 
| | led, had cauſed War to be proclaimed in his Capital, in 
{ due form againſt France, it was fo highly reſented by 
q his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, that he reſolved to make 
his capital City feel the ElieQs of bis Anger., To ch 
end, the Marquis de Bouſſers having got the | Forces 
} which he Ingen on that fide to join together near 
i Marche en Famine and Rochefort, he directed his March 
| towards 
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towards Liege on the 20th, and having taken the Chaſe 
teau de Floreſc in his way, in which were forty Soldiers, 
which were made Priſoners of War, he came with his 
Army within two Leagues of Lizge on the 22d, and the 
Day following, he incamped with his Army upon the 
Height of Robe#mont, not far from the Abbey of the 
Cartbuſians, which being ſituated upon the Brow of the 


Hill, as it declines down to the Mae, has à full View | 


of this large City; which, for the biggeſt Part by 
much, lies on the North-ſide of the River, yielding a 


very fine and noble Proſpect to the Eye. Some Forces 


were poſted in the Abbey to defend it; and a good In- 
trenchment was caſl up againſt the Plain, from whence 
it muſt be attacked, which they made the ſtronger b 

Fraiſes fix'd in the Brow of the Work, and the Dirch 
was alſo ſecured by Paliſſades at the Foot of the In- 
trenchment. In the Suburbs, on the South-fide of the 
Maeſe towards the Abbey, they had three hundred Men 


poſted near the Foot of the Hill, from whence: they 
might. ſuſtain the Troops for the Defence of the Abbey, 


having caſt up alſo an Intrenchment for their Security. 


The Marquis de Bouflers, on his ſide, poſted the 
Dragoons. of Grammont between the Fort Cheinay, and 


the Suburbs now mentioned, whereby thoſe that had 


been poſted in the Fort for the Defence of it were cut 


off; fourſcore of which were killed, and the reſt were 
forced to throw themſelves into the River to make their 


Eſcape; of which many were drowned. In the mean 
while, the Batteries againſt the Abbey were got ready, 
and being finiſhed about Noon, they began to fire, 


which obliged the Troops in the Abbey to quit the 


Place; the ſame was done in the other Poſts now men- 
tioned, inſomuch, that the Suburbs on that fide were 


left defenceleſs clear to the Maze. All theſe Poſts be- 
ing gained, and the way cleared for his Work, the 


Marquis de Bouflers ordered Mortars and Cannon to be 
brought to the moſt proper places, from whence he 


might fire into the City wich Bombs and red-hot * 
| an 
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and acquit himfelf of the military Execution he was 
commanded to do againſt it. All his Batteries being 
ready againſt the Evening, they began to fire Bombs 
and red-hot Balls into Liege, which they continued till 
the next Morning: Whatever was the Occaſion of it, 
the Marquis de Bowufters did not think fit to continue his 
bombarding Work any longer, but ordered the Cannon 
and Mortars to be drawn off, and quitted the Neigh- 
bourhood of Liege, with the Army under his Command. 

The Prince Cerclas of Tilly, General of the Liege 
Troops, and the Count de Lippe for the Dutch, got all 
the Forces they could with the utmoſt Expedition toge- 
ther, on the other ſide of Liege, for the Relief of it in 
the preſent Exigence, which, in all likelihood, was the 
Reaſon why the Marquis de Bouflers beſtowed no longer 
time in the Bombardment of that City. What damage 
Liege ſuffered by this Bombardment I cannot tell. The 
French Account, in the Paris Gazette, reckons one thou- 
ſand eight hundred Houſes burnt, or beat down, as the 
moſt moderate Computation, which at firſt was given out 
for no leſs than three thouſand. I was at Liege about the 
New-year following, 1691--2, but I could not find that 
Liege had ſuffered any thing near even this moderate 
Computation; no Effects of it being to be ſeen at that 
time, either in Ruins or Repairs, to induce one to think 
ſo much miſchief to have been done by that Expedition. 
That part of the City near the Water-ſide along the 
Maeſe, and the Suburbs beyond the Bridge towards the 
Carthuſians, ſuffered. the moſt, if not altogether; by it; 
where there were ſtill ſeveral ſhattered Houſes to be ſeen,” 
eſpecially in the Suburbs now mentioned: But as for the 
reſt, nothing to be ſeen of a Bombardment. The Ca- 
thedral Church of St. Lambert and Market- place, Which 
are not far from the River - ſide, received no damage at 
all: But to prevent ſuch Approaches for æhe future, the 
Abbey of the  Carihufians was ordered to be fortified 
with a good Croyn-work' as. ſoon as poſſible, which 
was then in a good forwardneſs. in 


f. 
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This Exploit of the Marquis de Bouflers againſt. Lizge, 
happening much about, the ſame time that Luxembourg 
advanced ſo near to the eonfederate Army, at Ander- 
lecht, the French, to [excuſe his, Retreat to his Camp at 
Halle without attacking, pretenged, as I have ſaid be- 
fore, that it was only 4 Feint, to, hinder any Reinforce- 
ments to be ſent towards Liege from the Camp at Ander- 
lecht. Whatever there was in it, I do not find that any 
Forces were ſent from the confederate Army upon that 
occaſion, All that could be ſpared out of the Garriſon 
of Maeſtricht, and, may be, Namur and Huy, were 
ordered to march upon this occaſion, and reinforce the 
Prince of Tilly the Liege General; and among them 
the two Swediſh Regiments of Bielte and Oxenſtiern, who 
returned back to Maeſtricht as ſoon, as this Expedition 


of Bauflers was . e 
The Mareſchal of Luxembourg, after having made this Of- 
fer, whether real or feigned, to attack the Army of the Allies 
at Anderlesbt, and being retired back to his Camp at Halle, 
employed his Army in demoliſhing the Fortifications that 
had been made to it ſince the late Loſs. of Mont, and 
blowing up the two Gates and old Towers which flanked 
the Walls, and filling the Fo/ſ#, with the Ruins. The 
French, according to their Account, found fix, thouſand 
weight of Powder, ſeven thouſand of Shot, five thou- 
ſand Hand Granadoes ready charged, ſome Match, and 
a great many proper Tools for Fortification in this 
place; which ſhewed that, it was very well ſtored with 
every thing for ſome Defence, though not againſt: a 
Royal Army, as it was in the preſent Caſe. _ 
The confederate Troops being got together at the ge- 
neral Rendezvous at Anderizcbi.about this time, (ex- 
cept the Brandenbourg and Heſſe, Troo ,. who, could not 
join the Army of the Allies in this Country ſo ſoon; 
and except the Earl of Balb's and Colonel Hodges Re- 
giments, who, upon thelr coming. to the Camp, were 
poſted to cover the King's Quarter ). T find that his Ma- 
Ky f fe RAGS be Fay as Ding 
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ckal de Lurembouyg, in his Camp at Halle; as the ſaid 
General, juſt before his Majeſty's coming to his Army, 
attempted to pay the like Compliment to it at his 
Camp of And: bt, as I have before-mentioned; for 
which purpoſe, the following Diſpoſition was made. 

Fagey's rigade, poſted before the left at Gigo, was: 
to march in that caſe by the Road from Bruſſelles to 
Halle, and by the Hedges near the Cloiſter, called the 
Klein Bogardt, there to draw up and march on to the 
Plain, keeping the Hedges near the Senne upon the left. 
The Artillery was to have marched by the Road to Gigo, 
and ſo to the Klein Bogardt, having the Regiment of 
Terbrugghe at the Head of it; marching but lowly, that 
the Infantry upon its Left might Keep a-head, as well as 
the Cavalry * the Right. Each Line of the left 
Wing was to divide in two; the firſt to march by the 
Overtures and Bridges made upon the left and right, 
and having paſſed that Dzfil# before the Camp, to ad- 
vance towards the ſecond, and to paſs it upon the right 
and left, and then form in order of Battle. The ſecond 
of this. Wing to follow the fitſt, and dividing into two, 
to march as the firſt, The Body of Foot was to have 
marched in two Lines, dividing from the Center. The 
teft of the Body of Foot in one Line, the firſt followed 
by the fecond, was to have paſſed by the Overtures, be- 
fore the left of the Camp, forming, as it paſſed the 
Defiles, in order of Battle. The Right of the Body of 
Foot was to obſerve the ſame Motion, marching in one 
Line by the two Overtures before the Right of the Camp, 
and forming in Order of Battle as ſoon as paſſed the 
Defiles, between St. Pieter: Lieuwe, and the Brook that 
runs to Fleſſembrcb. The right Wing of Horſe was like- 
wiſe to divide in two from the Center, the right in one 
Line, the firſt Line to be followed by the ſecond; the 


left of this Wing was to do the ſame, in marching out 


of the Camp, by the Overtures before it; and having 
paſſed the Defles to form in the Plain between Gaesbeck 
n the right, and St, Picters Lieuwe on the left. * 

| * 
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heavy Baggage was in that cafe, either to have conti- 
nued in the Camp, or to have been ordered through 
Bruſſelles, to incamp between Diegbem and Vilvorde. The 
Infantry was to be interlined with the two Hun s of 
Horſe, and the light Field-pieces and Ammunitſon Wag- 
gons to be ſhared among the ſeveral Brigades of Foot ; 
in which Order it continued the whole Campagne. 
It is eaſy to obſerve, by the Mareſchal de Luxembourg's 
Diſpoſition above-mentioned, and drawing up in Battle 
to attack the Army of the Allies in this Camp; and 
by the Diſpoſition now mentioned, in caſe the Confede- 
rate's, ſhould in its turn have marched to attack the French 
Army in its Camp at Halle, how near, the two Armies 
were to one another at that time; and ſo near, that if 
either had attacked the other, they muſt have drawn up 
in order of Battle in much the ſame Ground. Ir is 
alſo obſervable, that the Army of the Allies was very 
ſtrongly incamped at. Andarlecht, and that the Mareſchal 
de Lutxembourg,” when he- marched towards, the Allies in 
this Camp, had no great Enoguragement to attack them 
in a Camp, to which the Acceſs was liable to great Dit- 
ficulties. Whereas the confederate Army, having the 
Command of — Defilts which © gs it, and which it 

ight have paſſed at any time without oppoſitian, might 
LY attacked the French Camp, at Halle with Je tie 
ficulty. But the truth is, that the Brandenhowrgh, ang 
Heſſe Troaps were at too great a Piſtance at that time 
to reinforce the Confederates.in caſe of a 1 * for 
which reaſon that deſign was laid aſide ; elſe if they had 
been neat at hand, it is very likely that it. would have 
been put in Execution. | And as the,confedergte Army 
could not leave this Camp, and Bruſſelles ſo much ex- 
poſed thereby, ſo his Majeſty was obliged to wait for the 

areſchal de Lyxemboxrg's marching from bis Cainp. of 
Halle, before he could leave the | Neighbourhood of 
Bruſſeiles with his Army... Moreover, te: French being 
now: Maſters of Mons, they were. thereby put in a. Cof- 
dition of advancing ſo nes leis they Weis jo 
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inded to cover the Artillery and Baggage, which 
was to march” in three Columns. Accordingly, on the 
26th, the Trumpers founded © Boot and Saddle, and the 
Drums beat the General before Sun: riſing; the Artillery 
and heayy Baggage now mentioned being drawn up in 


tee Columns, marched firſt; the right Column leaving 


the Road from Halle to Thubiſe two hundred Faces upon 


the left,” marched by the Overtures that had been made 
upon the left and upon the right of the middle Co- 
lumn, and the left Column kept along the Road from 
Halle to Thubiſe, and ſo towards Brenne le Comte. When 
the three Columns of Baggage were: paſſed the Bridges 


near Thubiſe, the whole Army began tò march in the fol- 
1 p F aff? = 1030 = A 


lowing Order. ny 2% na thing 
The firſt Line being drawn up in order of Battle, 
Kept in the Camp, whilſt the ſecond marched: Each 
Brigade of Horſe and Foot making a Column a. part, 
anck when, clear of the Camp, drew up in Battle 4 and 
the firſt Line, which was before- hand drawn up in Bat- 
te, whilſt the ſecond was marching out, wheel'd to 5 

| — — right, 
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right, and forming as many Columns as Brigades, and 
being got within three hundred Paces ef the ſecond, 
drew up again in order of Battle, facing towards che 
confederate Camp at Anderlecht: But as it made no mo- 
tion to diſturb the French in their March, the whole Ar- 
my began to march in the following Order all together. 
As there were but ſix Bridges made over the Senne, and 
they lying between the Brook of St. Acnelle and Thubiſe, 
ſo the Army marched in ſix Columns, each over one 
of the Bridges: when they were all paſſed, one Squa- 
dron of the King's, and another of the Dauphin's 
Dragoons, and two Squadrons-of Horſe were left there, 

together with the Foot poſted for the Guard of the 
Bridges, to ſee them taken away and conducted to the 
Army: which afterwards reducing it to three Columns, 
the right Wing of Horſe both Lines in one Column, the 


Body of Foot in one Column, and the left Wing of 1 


Horſe making the third Column, they marched to- 
wards Brenne le Comte, and then at, their marching into 
that Camp, they reduced into two Lines; with the 
right towards the Wood of Ellenſierel, and the left at 
Steinkirk, Brenne le Comte, where was the general Quar- 
ter, being in the Rear of the right, and Petit Roeulx in 
the Rear of the left, From this Camp, the Duke de | 
Luxembourg ſent a Detachment of his TE under the 
Command of Monſieur d' Artegeanito Nivel 6, with O 
ders to diſmantle that little * But the Lady Ab- 
beſs, being Sovereign of it, prevailed with the Marquis 
de Gaſtanaga to enter into a Treaty, whereby it was co- 
venanted with the French, that no Garriſon ſhould be 
ee; there thence · forward during the War, either of 
e Confederates or French; which being concluded, 
MC d Artagnan , now Mareſchal de Monteſquion, 
marched back with his Detachment to the Army at 


Brenne le Comte, not far from it. 
Upon this March of the French from Halls to Brenne 


le Comte, his Majeſty did not immediately decamp with 


the Army of — Allies from Anderlecht; for the Ha. 
8 e 
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& Choiſeul Lieutenant- General, having been ordered 


Army the next Day. The heavy Baggage of t 
in 
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with a conſiderable Detachment from the French Army 
on the 4th of June towards Enghien, for that reaſon the 


King continued in this Camp ſome Days to cover Bru/- 


ſelles; and the rather, becauſe the French Army by the 
March of it to Brenne le Comte, left a larger Field for 
the confederate Army to move in during this Campagne, 
than -if the Mareſchal de Luxembourg had marched by 
the Paſs of Breane le Chaſteau, (which the conſederate 
Army could not hinder ) to Bon Seigneur 1/aac, Genappe, 


and the Plain of Fleury; in which caſe the confederate 


Army would have been hindered from paſſing the Sam- 
bre this Campagne ; on the other fide of which River, 
we ſhall bring the two Armies again very near one ano- 
ther, and facing one another in the Sequel of this Cam- 


| pagne. Till then, there is little to be ſaid of either of 
the Armies, beſides the giving an Account of their 


Marches and Incampments. 
His Majeſty having reſolved to decamp with his Ar- 
my from Anderlecht, upon the Mareſchal de Luxembourg's 


leaving the Neighbourhood of Halle with the French 


Army, the Artillery and heavy Baggage was ordered to 
march through Bruſſelles on the 6th by the Anderlecht 
Porte, and to go out by that of Schnerbeck, whence 
it marched to imparck in the way to Diegbem, between 
it and the Canal of Bruſſellen. The Baggage of the 
right Wing marched to the way called Schaeperweck, 

and marching thence by the Village of 7terbeck, and 
leaving the Abbey of Dilligbem on the right, and Grim- 
berg upon the left, it marched down towards Vilvorde, 
where it Paſſed the Canal at Puty, ih order 'to Join the 


rigut 
of the main Body marched in one Line by 2 
bourg de Flandres, leaving Bruſſelles juſt upon the right, 
and croſſing the Canal at the Bridge of Laechen, it went 
to incamp in the Meadows below Euer, leaving the 


Way open for the Army on the Day following. The 


Baggage of the left of the main Body followed — Ar- 
tillery, 
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tiflery, going through Bruſſelles by the Gates of Ai. 
derlecht and Schaerbeck, The Baggage belonging to Fa- 
ges Brigade at Gigo having paſſed over the Bridge, 
made upon the Senne near its Camp, marched by the 
Abbey of Yoorſt through Bruſſelles, going in at the Halle 
Porte, and out at that of Louvain, and fo incamped in 
the Tournay-be:t near the Gallows, leaving the way from 
Bruſſelles to Louvain open for the March of the Army 
the next Day. The Baggage of the left Wing marched 
the ſame way. A Detachment was made to poſt itſelf 
at the Abbey of Yoorſt on the ſide of Bruſſelles, and ano- 
ther at Voſcappelle on the other, in the Road to Louvain, 
to cover the Bagg The like Detachments were 
made from the Right, to poſt, themſelves towards Zel- 
lich, Aſche, and Grimbergh, for the Security of the Bag- 
gage that had marched from the Right. As the light 
Field-pieces had been ſhared among the ſeveral Bri- 
es of Foot for the Security of the Camp at Ander- 
bt, ſo they did not march with the heavy Artillery, 
but marched with the ſeveral Brigades of Foot to which 


they belonged. 

The heavy Artillery and Wheel-baggage having been 
ſent away from the Camp at Anderlecht according to 
this Diſpoſition, on the 7th the Army marched from 
thence in the following Order. The right Wing of 
Horſe marched in one Line, the firſt Line leading the 
Van followed by the fecond, marched up towards the 
Windmill of 7terbeck, and leaving the Abbey of Dil. 
'leghem on the Right, marched through Vilvorde, and 
incamped on the other ſide of the Canal near the Vil- 
ages of Puty and Melzbreck. The Cavalry of the left 

ing likewife marched in one Line by the Bridge 
made over the Senne near Eigo, and thence by the Abbey 
of Yoorſt- through Bruſſelles, by the Halle Porte ; and 
that of Louvain to the Camp. Fagel's Brigade at Gigs 
followed the left Wing of Horſe, and as ſoon as it got 
over the Bridge the Pontoons were taken up, and kept 


with it on this March to the Camp. The Body of Foot 
a s | divided 
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divided from the Center. The two Lines of the Right 
marched in one, and left Anderlecht upon the Right, 
and marching down to the Meadows, when they were 
got to the riſing Ground on the oppoſite Side, they 
marched by the Fauxbourg de Flandres, leaving Bruſſelles 
upon the Right, towards the Canal; when they were 
come to it they wheeled upon the Lefr to paſs it at the 
Bridge of Laccben; and fo having paſſed the Senne be- 
low Bruſſeiles, they marched up towards their Camp at 
Diegbem. The Left of the main Body marched likewiſe 
in one Line: The ſecond Line having the Van, left Au- 
derlecht upon the Left, and being got upon the Cauſe- 
way that goes to the Anderlecht Porie, marched through 
Bruſſelles by that Gate, and going out of the Schaerbeck 
Porte it marched to the Camp. The Foot covering the 
King's Quarter at Anderlecht, viz. Bath and Hodges, 
joined their Brigade in marching out of the Camp. 
The heavy Artillery which had marched the over- night, 
and imparcked between the Road to Dieghem and the 
Canal, joined the Left of the Body of Foot as it 
marched, by Keeping to the Rear of it ; and the whole 
Army incamped together, having the Right near Melz- 
broek and Puty ; the Right of the main Body at Haeren, the 
left of the main Body at St. Gertruyden Machlen, which 
was the King's Quarter. The left Wing of Horſe 
ſtretching out towards Saventer. - The Parck of the 
Artillery behind the Left of the main Body. The fol- 
owing Day the confederate Army continued to march 
on towards Louvain, in four Columns. The right 
Wing of Horſe, incamped at Melzbroeck-in one Line, 
| marched upon the Left, keeping to the Road: of Bergb 
and Campenhout, and ſo by the Caſtle of Viller, marched 
; on ſtreight to Terbunat, and leaving the Church upon the 
„ Left, and the Way from Yilvorde to Louvain open for 
the Infantry, it wheeled into the Camp. The Baggage 
of this Wing marched with it, and ſo did the Artillery, 
his Majeſty's Baggage, and that of the Left of the 
Foot, all which was ordered to follow this Column. 
i The 


— = — = — — — — — - — 
— 2 — * — — De N — mu” = * 7 1 — po — — — =. 
- ae x bo x g — 0 AY I — . : * bo — 2 4 . > 22 * the 
4 AI x _ 4 82 f 2 — —— 2 8 — $ _ — ＋ — — 4 7 me x Pe 1 — * 4 . * — 
. — 2 * 2 — "An. _— ; — Eh ” a" — — — 
” hows a —_—_— — 2 _ —_—_— . & — — — — — 2 — DI, — _ 5 — 
- 6 — = — — — * — _ 1 82 —.— — 3 — A 
— — - * . —— — * — my - 2 * = area? mos 5 * 8 — 1 132 . —— 1 * 
<. p47 8 = * — 2 — vw a — — — - - — a A 4 4 — 2 a — — _ , 
4 — — - * * hea: a -<—— — K 8 
4 2 3 rats — — - . «+ So» 99 on, * a —— * * % 
* — . x — — 4 — — 4 wy #4. ane _ - . — 3 — - - - * — —ů — g — — 
. 


2 c 
- * "od oy ; 
83 Ar - di 4 
_ 4 3 * * _— * 2 
3 eee. 3232 r 


4 
. wa AS ©. 


(81 ): 
The Right of the Body of Foot marched upon the 
Right in one Line, dividing from the Center, and ger- 
ting out of the Camp, went over the Bridge made at 
Dieghem, thence taking the Way to Naſſeghern, and 
leaving the Village upon the Right, got into the Road 
from Bruſſelles to Louvain till it came to the Camp, 
being followed by its own Baggage and that of the Ge- 
neral's quartered at Dieghem, and the Baggage belonging 


to the left Wing. The Left of the main Body made | 


the third Column, marching both IL. ines into one upon 


the Left, and when got out of the Camp took the 
Road from Hummelcum to Erps, and thence followed 
the Road from Vilvorde to Louvain, and ſo to the Camp. 
The left Wing of Horſe incamped between Diegbem and 


Saventer made the fourth Column, and marched out of 


the Camp in one Line upon the Right, by the Bridge 
on the Right of Saventer, leaving the Village upon the 
Left, thence took the Way from Tervuren to Louvain, 
which it kept to till it came near the Camp. The 
Right of this Camp extended towards Vilvorde, and the 
Left before the Abbey of Bethlehem, where his Majeſty 


was quartered, The Villages of Yelihem, Vimpel, Mere- 


bout in Front, and Merehout in the Rear. A good 
Party was commanded upon this March to keep to- 
the 


wards the Bois de Sagne, and cover the March 
Bag 


the Abbey of Parck, and as it was to change Front, in 
the Camp it was marching to; ſo in going out of this 
Camp, the ſecond Line marched through the Intervals 
in the firſt; by which Motion, the left Wing became 
right, and marched in two Columns upon the Left, 
and being got to the Height before the Camp, marched 


both Lines in one Column towards the Abbey of Ter- 


banck, leaving it upon the Left, and ſo marching on to- 
wards the Dyle, paſſed over that River, dividing again 
in two Lines as before; and the firſt Line leaving the 


de Havre, a Seat belonging to the Duke of 
foes de Havre, à dea 3 Auſſcbos, 


„ . : 
The roth, the confederate Army marched on towards 
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 Aerſchot, upon the Right, and the Church upon the 
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Left, croſſed the Road from Havre to Louvain, got in- 
to the little Plain along the Highway leading to Havre 
and the ſeven Fiſhponds, marched over the Bridge, and 
by the Overtures, leaving the Hoſpital, called ” Hoſpi- 
tal Bruſſe, upon the Left, into the Camp. The ſecond 
Line being paſſed the Dyle upon the Bridges laid for it, 
left the Church of Havre upon the Right, and croſſing 
the Road from Havre to Louvain, kept upon the Left as 
far as the Tavern called Don Fohn, and then-wheeling 
upon the Right towards the ſeven Fiſhponds, paſſed the 
Bridge and Overtures upon the Left, and keeping the 
firſt Line upon the Right, it marched into the Camp. 
The Body of Foot marched the ſame way in two Lines, 
upon the Left, which upon the changing of the Lines 
for this March were the Engiif and Scots, and having 
no occaſion for wheeling out of the Camp ſo much as 
the Horſe, it took the ſhorteſt Cutt to the Abbey of 
Terbanck, marching thence, forward, after the left 
Wing, over the Bridges upon the Dyle, and ſo into the 
Camp. The right Wing having no occaſion to change 
ground, as the reſt of the Army, marched directly upon 
the Left, beginning by the Brandenbourg Horſe, If 
the Reader be deſirous to have a right Notion of this 
March, he muſt give himſelf the Trouble to con- 
ſult the Line ot Battle which I have inſerted in the Se- 
quel of this Account. The King's Baggage marched 
through the Town of Louvain, going in by the Porte 
de Malines, and out again by that of Tirlemont, and ſo 
to the Abbey of Parck, his Majeſty's Quarter. The 
Artillery and Baggage belonging to the Generals, quar- 
tered at Velthem and Vimpel, was ordered to draw up 
behind the Villa e of Harent, and there halt till all the 
Army was Marche clear out of the Camp, then to croſs 
over the Plain and march, as the King's Baggage had 
done, through the Town of Louvain, The Baggage of 
the Body of Foot was ordered to draw up near the 
Mechlen Porte, and there halt till the Artillery and Bag- 
= | WY Sage 
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gage now. mentioned were paſſed by, to go through | 
Louvain, following both the. Artillery and King's Bag- 
gage through that City. The Baggage of the left 
Wing ſollowed the Lines, and togk the ſame way, halt. 
ing till the Army was firſt marched clear out of the 
Camp. Parties were. detached. towards Leefdale and 
Heykiybborgh to cover the March. The Right of this 
Camp was near Havre, left between Corbeck and Bir- 
beck, his Majeſty's Quarter. at the Abbey of Parck juſt 
by Louvain. 1 | 7 „ ä A * $a 74 ai. hex 9213 3 1 «1 

The confedetate Army having ſojourned, reo Be 
in this Camp, on the 11th, an Hour before 7 
Quarter-malter general, the Quarter-maſters and their | 
Men drew up at the Head of the Engiih Guards, in or- 
der to make a Camp at .Tourzne, ( Doorn,) Bavecheim, 

By day both the Lines began to march in twp Columns 
upon the Right, joihty,, leaving the Gallows. on the 
Road to Namur upon, the Right, and then croſſing the 
Road, and leaving the Road upon the Left open for a 
the Artillery, they marched by the cut Way upon the 
Right over the Heath of Blanchori,, and thence wheeled 
upon ae into the Plain between Tourine upon the 
Right, and Bavecheim upon the Leſt, thence it marched 
down the bottom 'betiyeen theſe, two Villages, and ha- 
ving paſſed the Brook upon the Bridges made for that 

urpoſe, it marched up to the Camp in the Plain on the 
other T The right, Wing of preeg marched Kain 
Right of Teurjne, leaving it oh, the Leſt, and havin 
paſſed the Brook at (ON Britige and, 5 | for tl 
marched up into the Camp. © The Artillery marched at 
the fame time between the two Columns, till. it was got 
to the Height of Bavecheim, whence it marched through 
the Village, paſſing the Brook over the Bridge, and by 
the Fords, and to the Camp. 10 \ Ng 1 

| 


* 


"the Camp. Tbe Baggage belonging 
to the” Court followed, the Artillery Wi: 15 Majelty:s 
Baggage marched by the Road to Namur as lar as Ba- 
vecheim, where it Was ordered to halt. The Baggage of 
the Left took its march by Birebeck, Opwelp, and the 

| ; Wes: & ee _— three 
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three Juggs to the Camp. The Baggage of the right 
Wing and Body of Foot marched as the two Columns 
of the Army did, but halted at the Head of the Camp, 
till the Artillery and Court-Baggage was firſt marched 
clear out of it. The Right of this Camp was before 
Tourine, and Left had Bavecheim in the Rear, which 
was his Majeſty's Quarter. The confederate Army and 
that of the French being now at a great diſtance from 
one another, and no danger of either of the Columns 
being attacked in Flanck, the Artillery and Baggage 
marched to this Camp between them; which otherwiſe, 
in caſe of an attack, would have very much hindered 
their ſuſtaining one another. l 
On the 13th, the confederate Army marched from 
the Camp at Tourine and Bavecheim in two Columns, 
upon the Left towards Malevre. The Head of the Ar- 
my marched forwards tilt it had croſſed the Highway 
to Namur, and thence over the Plains marched between 
the Cenſe (or Farm) d Eſpinette on the Left, and that 
. of Elchiſe on the Right, and then as it marched on, 
left the Village of Peerbaix upon the Right, paſſed the 
Overtures made for this March, and advanced towards 
St. Anne's Tree, and leaving it upon the Left, it marched 
over the Plain into the Camp. The Artillery and heavy 
Baggage made a third Column between the other two, 
till it left the Cenſe (or Farm) PEſpinette, and being 
got as far as St. Anne's Tree, took there to the Right 
into the Road that goes to Namur, and kept to it as far 
as the Village of Jacourt, where it halted till the two 
Columns of the Army were marched into the Camp; 
but the King's Baggage went directly to Operbaix, hi 
Majeſty's Quarter, in the Rear of the Right towards 
Jacourt; the Left towards Orkaix and Malevre, Theſe 
Plains were covered at this time with Rye of a very ex- 
traordinary Height, fo that the March of the Army was 
exactly marked out by it; and as I rid from Louvain 
to the Camp at Gemblours, had no occaſion for any o- 


ther Guide. As there would have been no likelihood of 
| | the 
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the Army's Campayning in this Country had it not 
been for the Loſs of Mons, long after the Rye-ſeed Sea- 
ſon, it is no wonder if this ä — afforded at this 
time ſuch a plentiful Crop. 

On the 16th, the confederate Army marched from 
the Camp at Operbaix and Malevre upon the Right to- 
wards Gemblours, in the following Order. Every Regi- 
ment wheeled to the Left in marching out of the Camp, 
and ſo got to the Overtures made upon the Right of the 
Village of Orbaix. The Body of Foot, in making this 
Motion, halted till the right Wing of Horſe had paſſed 
by : After which, both the Lines of the right Wing of 
Horſe marched in one Column over the Plain, leaving 
the Cenſe ( or Farm) of the five Stars upon the Left, 
and that of Limalette upon the Right, croſſed over the 
Grand *Chauſſee, near the Wood of Bye, keeping it up- 
on the Right as far as the Cenſe de Bolſee, and thence 
marched into the Camp. The Body of Foot followed 
the right Wing of Horſe as far as the Cenſe de Bolſce, and 
when the right Wing of Horſe wheeled upon the Left, 
it took to the mir. oe from Wavren to Gemblours, 
and wheeled likewiſe to keep the Road upon the Left, 
and ſo marched into the Camp. The left Wing of 
Horſe followed the Body of Foot, till it wheeled to leave 
the Road from Wavren to Gemblours upon the Leſt, 
when marching on towards Bertinchamp, and leaving ic 
upon the Right, and la Cenſe de Peanville upon the Left, 
it wheeled upon the Left into the Camp. His Majeſty's 
Baggage marched the direct Way to Gemblours, The 
Artillery, Bread-Waggons, and Baggage of the Gene- 
ral Officers marched through Malevre towards the five 
Stars, leaving Torbaix St. Tron upon the Left, and the 
Columns of the Army upon the Right, and being paſ- 
ſed the five Stars took to the Left over the Plan, 
marching with the Columns of the Army till they had 
rejoined the Grand Chauſſee at the Cenſe de Bolſce, march- 
ing thence along it, till they came to the Road from 


in 
2 to Gemblours, and thence it matched after the 
| | Body 


of the 12th Century, and was very zealous for 
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Body of Foot into the Camp; for which reaſon the Ar- 


tillery, Bread-waggons, Sc. were not to ſtir. from the 
Camp at Malevre, till the Left of the Infantry was firſt 
marched out of it. The Baggage of the right Wing 
marched by Waſtinet and Torbaix St. Tron towards Saunier, 


S 46 < » 


peror's Party againſt the Pope, was a Monk of this 
Abbey. The Abbot hath both temporal” and ſpiritual 
Juriſdiction over the Town and Diſtrict about it, called 


le Giblou. Near ſthis Place was that famous Battle fought 


On the firſt of February 1378, in Which Don Jobn of 


Auſtria having received the Succours ordered from the 


Spaniſh Dominions in 1taly, the Franche Comt? and the 
Country of Luxembourg, under the Duke of Alva, 
routed 
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routed the Army of the Provinces, confederated againſt: 
Philip the Second; which was followed by the Reduc- 
tion of Flanders, Brabant, and Hainault, and the Cities 
of Ghendt, &c. and their falling off from the Confe- 
deracy 3 but at the ſame time occaſioned a freſh Union 
the Year following, of the ſeven Provinces, concluded 
at Utrecht, which all the Power of Spain could never 
diſannu] : But after a very long and bloody War in the 
defence of their Union to maintain their Liberty, as well 
as Religion, and after the Expence of immenſe Trea- 
ſures, ſubſiſted, (the twelve Vears Truce excepted, from 
the Year 1609, to the Year 1621) under the auſpici- 
ous Conduct of the Princes of Orange, till the Year 
1648, when having firſt been acknowledged a free, in- 
dent, and ſovereign State by dhe King of Spain, 
they concluded a Treaty of perpetual Peace with Spain, 
at Munſter in Weſtphalia ; and wHich Union does ſtill 
ſubſiſt and make one of the moſt flouriſhing Govern- 
ments of Europe, known by the Name of the States Ge- 
neral of the United-Provinces; and being united with 
Great. Britain, and Great-Britain with it, and together 
with the Allies they cannot but have upon occaſion, 
will, in all likelihood, be able to give a Check at any 
time to any over-growing ambitious Power, that woald 
diſturb the Peace of Europe. 57304 
The Landgrave of Heſſ joined the confederate Ar- 
my with his Forces in this Camp, attended with a 
proportionable Train of Artillery, all drawn with white 
Oxen, which made a very fine Show upon a March. 
Though Veltmareſchal General Fleming had not joined 
the confederate Army with the Brandenbourg Forces un- 
der his Command, | muſt not defer the Inſerting the 
Line of Battle of the Army; commanded by his Majeſty, 
to any other place in this Account; eſpecially ſeeing 
that we ſhall find in it, ſome of the Brandenbourg Troops 
mixed with thoſe of Heſſe; and ſome of the Heſſe Troops 
mixed with thoſe of Brandenbourg, when they came to 
Join the confederate. Army after it had paſſed the Sam- 
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bre; trom whence I cannot but think, it was ſo ordered 
before-hand for Veltmareſchal Fleming to be in a Condi- 
tion to obſerve the Motions of the Marquis de Bouflers 
on the other fide of dhe Macſe, with the French Army 
under his Command : But as that was ſufficiently taken 
eare off, without the Forces commanded by the Land- 
grave in Perſon, therefore he, with the Forces under his 
perſonal Command, joined before-hand the confederate 
Army in the Camp of Gembloyrs ; but after the Paſſage 
of the Sambre, and the general Joining of all the con- 
federate Forces, they incamped together with the Bran- 
denbourg Troops commanded by General Fleming, Be- 
fore I inſert the Line of Battle, I muſt not omit to men- 
tion, that his Majefty having ordered Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Kirk to leave the Army in Ireland, in order to ſerve 
under his Majeſty in the ſame Poſt he had in Ireland of 
Lieutenant-General, came to take his Poſt in the Army 
at this Camp. | 


The Line of Battle of the confederate Army under 
bis Britannick Majeſty, King William the Third, 
at the Camp of Gemblours, Anno 1691, 


Prince Waldeck Veltmareſchal, General of the Dutch. 
Forces. 


Prince Vaudemont, General of Arms to his Catholick 
. Majeſty. Mahi 


vhs 8 of Naſſau Sarbruck, Veltmareſchal of the 
utch, 


The Prince of Naſſau Frie/land, Veltmareſchal. 


RIGHT WING. 


| 
Brigades. Regim. Squad.|Brigades. Regim. Squad. 
Span. Bar. de Couriere 3 3 — 4 
La ao Prince Steinhuys 2|Span. TDu Puy 2 
& (Tourneatx 2| Horſe. 5. Brancaccio 7 
"TT "RIGHT 
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RIGHT WING continued. 
Firft Line. 1 g SGcæond Line. 


7 | 
Deneio 


| Guaſtanaga Lit Gu. 3 2 
Vaudemont Lif. Gu. 1 [Don Auguſtino 2 
(Grigny ©  $; Du Bay | I 
Dodemont 1 27 Spinoſa 2 
Shan. Bettencourt 127: | Ines >. 
H . . Maiſlein 11 Chimay 1 
Aremberg 2 non 2 
Cordona 1 enn Hor. 3 
Har Iman I — 
| Lorraine „ uadr, 21 
Valſaſſin 1 Ne 
Brandenbourg Hor. 6] Right Wing 49 
| Squadr. 28 £ | Ts 
- BODY of FO OT. | 
Fit Line. Second Line. 


The Earl of Marlborough e Kirk. 
Lieutenant- General, 9 Lieutenant · General bo 


commanding the Engl! wick. 


Forces in Chief. 
Count Solms, General of the 


Duteb Foot. 
Prince Palatin of Bickenfeldt 
Lieutenant-General. 
Count Noyelles Major-Ge- 
neral. 


Brigades. Regim. Battal. rigades. Regim. Battal. 


Brig. C Eng. Gua. 1ſt Reg. 1 Brig of 
pr Eng. Gua. 2d Reg. 1 [Guards. ; Scots Guards 2 


Gua, Dach — I 


N BODY 


— 
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Fir Sn. .: Second Line. 

Malborough, or 92 (Farr 2 

48 Royal Fuziliers 1 ac 2 I 

Church- YBathe 1 | Ramſay - — Ada I 

1. Hodges I rel Perl 1 

1 Fitzpatrick I us © 1 
Branden- J Brandenb. Guar. 1] Branden- Anhalt 1 

bourg. 1 Prince Philip 1 bourg X Brandt I 

D' Elwicck 11 Slangenbourg I 

Zobel I Torca I 

Waaberg 2 lee oo es I 

— Rhingrave' + _ '1|Saliſch Sahſch 1 

1 ase r D' Ablbergb I 
1 Bibrack I Goes 1 
Fi | Dedem _ I I 
bl Frinſbeim Tf I 
q 8 beimelpenning 11 I 
; Schwerin = I 
F Bana 1 * 
F Holle Baiſdavid 14 age! T 
10 |, | D'or fling BY þ Du Theil 1 
0 Hoorne 1 Birtenfeld. 1 
5 Waldeck T6 Naſſau ae 2 2 
|. Battalions == 26 Buttalions.—<—., 26 
TE 7 | 1 . waa 9.9 * 3 

1. — 
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Auverquerque , Lieutenant: 
General. Spaen Tilly, 
Count Tilly Major-General. 


 Regim, 
Naſſau r 3 
Hubert 
Wirtembergh 
Saxen Hey Bourg 
Spacey 
Tilly 
Floderp —_ 
Chauvet 
Darmſtadt 
Dompre 
Lippe Zell * 
Stain 
Waldeck 
Heſſen 
Drag. Ladet 


Squadrons 
Dragoons 


Brigades. 


Hubert 


—— 


Stain 


Right Wing of Horſe 
Left Wing 


/ 


N 2 


rere 
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"LEFT WING. 
Firſt Line. E * 


Second Line. 


The Farl of Portland Yew: 
tenant-General. 


Itterſom Major-General, 


|Brigades. © Regim. Squad. 


n 


Waſſemar Opdam 2 
Briquemault 2 
| . JW olfembutth - 2 
ds of lr 
4% 
Noſe 3 
Itterſom | K 2 
2 
2 
* 3 
Dragoons Marwi 4 
Horſe Squad. 27—57 
Dragoons Squad, 4—11 
Squadrons 
Squadrons 
Dragoons 
Squadrons 
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Body of Foot | Battalidns 52 


— — 


143 Squadrons of Horſe and Dragoons, | 
= Wo per Squadron — — | 5 18590 Horſe 
52 Battalions, at 600 per Battalion — 31200 Foot 


oo 


Total—— 49790 


The Army commanded by the Landtgrave of Heſle, at 
J the Camp of Gemblours, 169 1. 


Brandenburg Horſe, Heſſe Foot. 
Squad.| | Battal. 
Grands Mouſquitairs Leib Regiment 'S 
Leib Regiment 3|Samer e I 
Charprince 2 [Kenaritz | I 
Du Hamme! 8 5 — 
D' Oiſfing's Dragoons 4 Battal. 5 
Anſpacht Dragoons 1 | 
— Heſſe Cavalry. 
" Squadrons 131 | Squad, 
Heſſe 13|Life Guards I 
Liege 8 Leib Regiment 2 
— Ciego! 2 
Squadrons 36 Dritſendi | 2 
36 Squadrons at 130 ; 680er Dragoons 3 
per Squadron 420" gage. Dragoons © 3 
2 Battalions at 600 — 1800] -—- a — 
Total of the Landt- 5 64801 Squadrons 13 
grave's Army + ie LELST | 
His Majeſty's Army--49790| Liege Horſe. - 
Total of the Army & 62 |Lanoy 
at Gemblours 5 * Famars Dragoons 
Enaſta Dragoons 
| 


Squad, 
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Upon the March of the confederate Army to this 
Camp at Gemblours, the Mareſchal ds Luxembourg march- 
ed with the French from his Camp at Brenne le Comte to 
Haiſne St. Pierre, and Haiſue St. Paul on the 19th, and 
incamped with his Right at the Height of Ardamon: 
near Marimont, and Lefr at Thieu, Haiſne St. Pierre, 
where the General-quarter was, being in the Rear of the 
right Wing of Horſe. Lieutenant-General de Ruban- 
tel, rejoined the Army in this Camp with the Detach- 
ment under his Command, and with the Gens d' Arme- 
rie, on the ſaid Day. On the 27th, the French Arm 
left the Camp at Haiſne St. Pierre, and Haiſne St. Paul, 
and marched to Soignies, where it incamped with the 
Right upon the Brook which falls in at Cochie Noſtre 
Dame, and the Left againſt the Wood of Naſte. The 
Duke of Luxembourg*s Quarter was at R Reeulx, the 
Town of Soignies lying in the Rear of the Center. As 
his Majeſty ſeemed by his Motions to be marching to- 
wards the Sambre; in order to paſs that River, ſo the 
Duke of Luxembourg advanced towards it, on his Side, 
with the French Army ; for which reaſon he marched on 
the fourth of July to the Eſtines, and incamped along the 
Brook ſo called, having the ſame in his Rear, with his 
Right againſt the Wood of Hou, and his Left upon the 
River Haiſne, Binch* in Front, and the two Eſtines in 
his Rear, where he took his Head-quarter. 'The Mar- 
quis de Bouflers, who fince his having bombarded Liege, 
had kept with his Army on the other fide of the Maeje, 
where Feldtmareſchal Fleming continued with the Bran- 
denbourg Forces to obſerve him, was ordered to paſs the 
Maeſe at Give, and incamp near Charlemont, in order to 
be nearer at hand to the main Army, under the Com- 
mand of the Duke of Luxembourg ; which on the 6th 
marched cloſe to the Sambre, and incamped at Mierbe 
Potterie. The Head-quarter, with the Right at A/jar!z, 
and Left at Hereline, having the Wood of Salirmont and 
the Sambre in Front. But as upon his Majeſty's march - 


ing this way with the confederate Army, a _— 
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had been made to reinforce the: Marquis de Guaſtanaga, 
who lay incamped near Bruſſelles with a ſmall Army, to 
cover the Country between that City and Gbendt, and 
where the French had been putting the Country under 
military Execution to oblige it to pay Contributions; 
ſo the Duke of Luxembourg, after having recalled the 
Detachments he had made for that Service, commanded 
the Marquis de Villars, with three Regiments of Horſe, _ 
to march towards Tournay, where, with the ſaid De- 
tachment, he was, upon occaſion, to join the Marquis 
de la Valette; who lay incamped between the Lys and 
the Scheld for the Security of that Country, eſpecially 1 
upon the Marquis de Guaſtanaga's marching with his Army | 
to incamp at Gavre upon the Scheld, Monſier D'auger 
Lieutenant-General, with the Reſerve, rejoined the 
French Army with the twenty Squadrons of Horſe, and 
three Regiments of Dragoons he had incamped with, 
berween Mons and Maubeuge ; and the four Regiments 
of Foot he had with him were ordered to reinforce the 
Marquis de Villars near Tournay. | 
The Mareſchal de Luxembourg, upon his coming with 
the French Army to the Camp of Mierbe Potterie, or- 
dered three Bridges to be laid over the Sambre, for his 
Army to paſs the ſaid River, and obſerve the Motions 
of the confederate Army, then about paſſing the ſame. 
On the 1oth, the confederate Army marched in two 
Columns jointly upon the Left, leaving the Hermitage, 
and the Road from Gemblours to Fleurus, and the Chaſte- 
au de Tongrenelle upon the Right, and the \Village of 
Brigny upon the Left, paſſed the Brook of  Tongrenelle 
upon the Bridges laid for that purpoſe, and ſo got in- 
to the Camp in the Plain of Fleury. His Majeſty's 
Baggage took the direct Road from Gemblours to Fleurus, 
the Head-quarter. The Artillery and heavy Baggage, 
as ſoon as the right Wing had croſſed the Road from 
Wavre to Gemblours, began to march, and having got 
to the Grand Chauſſe, kept to it as far as the Conſe de 
Peanville, then marched by the Road to Fleurus, as far 
: | | as 
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as the Hermitage, where it halted till the Army was 
paſſed the Brook of Tongrenelle; after which it paſſed the 
fame Brook at the Stone Bridge, leaving the Chaſteau de 
Tongrenelle upon the Left, and thence by the Plain into 
the Camp. The two Regiments incamped to cover 
Gemblour were not to ſtir till all the Baggage was got clear 
out of the Town, and then to follow the two Columns 
of the Army to the Camp: The Right of this Camp 
extended towards Ligny, and the Left towards Lamba- 
zart, his Majeſty's Quarter being in the Town of Fley- 
rus, a ſmall Town incompaſſed with an old Wall and' 
Towers, On the Day following, the confederate Army 
marched to paſs the Sambre upon the Left in two Co- 
lumns, in the following Order. Both Lines marched 
over the Plain towards the Cenſe de Winage, leaving it 
upon the Right, and that of Tondenelle upon the Leſt, 
and ſo through the Wood of Gily, by the Way which 
had. been cut by Monſieur de Montal, and leaving the 
Village upon the Right, they paſſed the Brook over 
the Bridges that had been laid, thence they croſſed the 
Plain before them, and marched from the Brow of it, 
down towards the River, leaving the Church of Montig- 
ny upon the Left, and having pa ſſed it over two Bridges 
of Boats, they marched up the Hill on the other ſide, 
leaving the Chaſteau Bruſle and the 'Conſe de Fremont 
upon the Right, it paſſed through the Wood, and 
leaving the way from Charleroy. to Gerpynes upon the 
Left open, got into the Plain of Ger pynes, drawing up 
in order of Battle as ĩt marched into the Camp, and keep- 
ing in that Order til the whole Army was got to the 
Camp. The _— Baggage of the Lines followed the 
two Columns as far as Montigny, where it drew up to 
follow the Artillery. The Court-baggage, Artillery, 
Bread-Waggons, and the Baggage of the Generals, kept 
to the Road from Fleurus to Charleroy, as far as the 
Cloiſter of Soleilmont, leaving it upon the Left, and 
paſſing through the Village of Gi), matched on to the 
Height of Montigny, where it drew up till the two 

Columns 
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Columns of the Army were marched by; and then 
following the two Columns of the Army down the Hill, 
paſſed the Sambre over the ſame Bridges, from whence 
ir marched up the oppoſite Hill by the round- about 
Way, till it got into the Road from Cbarleroy to Ger- 
Fynes; and from thence, in as many Columns as the 
Ground would permit, to the Camp. A good Detach- 
ment was ordered to continue in the Camp of Fleurus 
for a Rear-guard, till the Artillery, Baggage, Sc. was 
marched clear of it, and then to cover the March up- 
on the Right from any Parties of the Garriſons of Mons 
and Maubeuge. Detachments were likewiſe to cover it 
upon the Left towards the Sambre. The Army in— 
camped with the Right at Semmeſey, which was Prince 
Vaudemont's Quarter, the Left at Gerpynes, his Majeſty's 
Quarter; the Chaſteau de Tarciennes, my Lord Marlbe- 
rough's Quarter, lying in the Rear of the Right of the 
Body of Foot; the Wood of Florennes in Front; An- 
chery, Lenef, Cbevre, and Wallcourt before the Right. 
A Body of Reſerve was ordered, in coming to this 
Camp, conſiſting of fix Spaniſh Squadrons from the 
Right, and ſix from the Left; viz. four Squadrons of 
Brandenbourg Horſe, and two of Heſſe, and five Batta- 
lions from the main Body, Goes, Aylua, Hagederne, Fri- 
beim, and Heyden. The Dragoons of Waldeck, Franck 
Marwitz, and Heſſe, and the Battalions of Prince Ca- 
rel and Ranizaw, incamped to cover the King's Quarter 
at Gerpynes, The four Brandenbourg Battalions, men- 
tioned in the Line of Battle in the Body of Foot, were 
interlined in the right Wing of Horſe ; and the Landt- 
grave incamped in-the ſame Way with his Troops. Five 
Battalions of Dutch Foot, viz. Dorfling 1, Schwerin 2, 
Frienſheim 1, and Dedem 1, were interlined in the left 
Wing of Horſe, and the Battalions of Churprince, not 
menrioned in the Line of Battle. So that the main Body 
was reduced by this Diſpoſition to two and forty Bat- 
talions. The Battalions of Ranizaw and Churprince, 
not mentioned in the Line of Battle, were, in all like- 


lihood, 
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lihood, drawn out of the Garriſon of Namur, together 
with the Dragoons of Franck and Heſe, upon the confe- 
derate Army's paſſing the Sambre, and coming to this 
Camp; where Veldtmareſchal General Fleming having 
paſſed, the Mazſe at Namur, with the Brandenbourg For- 
ces under..his Command, joined it, and incamped, ma- 
king an Elbow upon the right Wing, towards Ham ſur 
Heure, having his Right ac Gonſay, Marbais ſur Tour 
before the Center, Ham ſur Heure before his left; the 
Mannor-hauſe of Marbais in his Rear, and his Quarter 
at the Chaſteau de Paſture. The eight Squadrons of Liege 
Horſe and Dragoons, which had joined the confederate 
Army, with the Landgrave of Heſſe at Gemblours, in- 
camped with the Troops commanded by Veldtmareſchal 
Fleming in this Camp. The Liſt of the ſaid Field- 
marſhals Farces was as follows. The Brandenbourg 
Horfe and Dragoons, as well as thoſe of Liege which 
_ him here, excepted ; which have been mentioned 
before. . ‚ 


F O O 1 wi 
and Squad. 'Battal. 
Brandenbourg Horſe ' 2| Young Holſtein I 
Anſpacht 1} Barfus 1 
Mont pouillan 1 Heyden 1 
Flem ing 31 Hutt "v4 
Songfeldt Dragoons. 1 Prince William of Heſt 1 
Squad. — 8 ortZ vo 
| Prince Carel 1 
| Battal;|Prince Philip I 
Bra ndenbourg Guards 2|Lamothe 1 
Dorfling 1] Athelſtein 1 
Den boti 1 — 
i Battal, —— 13 


Eight 
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Eight Squadrons of Horſe and Dragoons, at “ 
30 per Squadron 4 4 F 1040 
Fifteen Battalions at 600 „ 900 


Army at Gemblours . 5627 


Total of the Army at Gerpynes — 66310 


The French Army under the Mareſchal de Lux- „ F 
embourg at Halle $929 eG x0 47910 

That commanded by the Marquis de Bouflers 7 
cannot be ſuppoſed to have been leſs than — 


Total of the French Army at this time — 57610 


Confederate Army exceeded the French ek — 8700 


Upon the March of the confederate Army to paſs 
the Sambre, and incamp at Gerpynes, the Duke of Lux- 
embourg having paſſed, the ſame River at Buſſere, in- 
camped in ſeveral Lines at Boſſu ; and the following 
Day, to be at hand to join' the Marquis de Bouflers, in 
caſe the confederate Army had marched from Gerpynes 
upon the Left towards Dinant and the Maeſe, or had ad- 
vanced forwards towards Philippeville, or had marched 
upon the Right towards Thuin and Buſſiere upon the 
Sambre, in any one of which three Caſes, it was neceſ- 
ſary that the two Armies commanded by Luxembourg, 
and that commanded by Bon flers ſnduld join; on the 
Day following therefore (12) the Mareſchal de Luxem- 
bourg marched with his Army upon the Right to Hemp- 
tines, and incamped with his Right at the Cayeof the 
Wood of Dyen, near the Glade of Corenne, and the 
Left at the Height of 7amaque, making an Elbow to- 
wards the Rear, having Florenne and the Rivulet in 
Front, which lay in this Camp, between the two Ar- 
mies. The Marquis de Bouflers, who ſince his paſſing 


the 
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the Maeſe had incamped in the Neighbourhood of Char- 
lemont, marched to get nearer to the Army commanded 
by the Mareſchal de Luxembourg, and incamped at the 
Abbey du Moulin, between Dinant and Namur ; whence 
forraging with his Army in the Plain of St. Gerrard on 
the 21ſt, the Mareſchal de Luxembourg marched in Per- 
ſon with all the Houſhold Troops, and all the Remain- 
der of his right Wing of Horſe, to cover the Forragers 
of the ſaid Marquis, whoſe principal Deſign was to 
make all the Waſte they could, reckoning that, as ſo 
much taken from the confederate Army; which occa- 
ſioned a Report in the confederate Camp, that Luxem- 
bourg was coming to attack it; but where care was 
taken not to be ſurprized by him. On the 25th, the 
Marquis de Bouflers marched upon the Left with his ſe- 
arate Army, and came to incamp at Roſvi, with his 
Leſt cloſe to the Right of the principal Army, only a 
ſmall Wood parted them. As the Forrage now men- 
tioned was deſigned only to conſume it, and thereby 
prevent the confederate Army from marching towards 
Dinant, ſo the Mareſchal de Luxembourg, knowing that 
the next March of the confederate Army would be up- 
on the Right towards Cour and Beaumount, thought it 
high time for the Marquis de Bouflers to come into a 
Line with his Army; ſeeing that both Armies were 
now ſo near, that a Battle was very. likely to enſue. 
Indeed, upon the confederate Army's paſſing the Sam- 
bre, though the Difference was not ſo great between the 
two oppoſite Armies as to undertake any thing conſi- 
derable, yet the genera] Diſcourſe among the Well» 
wiſhers to the Confederates, was ſometimes the be- 
ſieging of Dinant, and ſometimes Phiiippeville, which 
laſt Place was eaſy to be ſeen from the Head of his 
Majeſty's Camp at Gerpynes; but it is very probable, 
that his Majeſty's real Deſign was to repaſs the Sambre, 
beſore the French Army could do the ſame, and ſo get 
between it and Mons; which in all hkelihoad had ſuc- 
ceeded, if the French General had not unexpectedly 
| O 2 made 
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made a hard Shift to march his Army through a very 
difficult Country as to Woods and Hills, and where no 
Army had ever marched before, as will ſoon appear in 
the Sequel of this Account. e 
His Majeſty, with the confederate Army, continued 
in this Camp till the 28th; and though both the Armies 
were then fo near one another, the Bois de Horenne only 
lying between them, yet nothing extraordinary hap- 
pened on either fide 3 except the good News of the 
Succeſs of his Majeſty's Arms in. Ireland, which occafio- 
ned the Army's drawing out twice in this Camp, and all 
the Artillery, to give each Line three feveral Vollies 
upon each of thoſe "Occaſions, which was no ſmall En- 
couragement to the Soldiers. The firſt was few Days 
after the coming of the confederate Army to this 
Camp, when his Majeſty received by Expreſs the News 
of the taking the Iriſb Town of Athlone by General 
Ginkel, which was carried on the 3oth of June, notwith- 
ſtanding that Monſieur de St. Ruth, with the French 
and 1riſþ Army, was nigh enough to have ſupported 
the Garrifon in making a better Defence. The Engliſb 
Town, which lies on the Eaſt-ſide of the Shannon, had 
been taken ſome Days before without any difficulty ; 
but the Jriſ Town on the Weſt, joined to the other by 
a Bridge, was likely to have cauſed more difficulty than 
it did in the reducing of it, eſpecially, conſidering that 
St. Ruth was near at hand to ſuſtain the Garriſon, in the 
Defence of it : It was, nevertheleſs, conquered by the 
downright Bravery of the General Officers, who chear- 
fully led the Way where there was the greateſt Danger, 
in attacking the Bridge and paſſing the River; which 
gave ſuch Encouragement to Officers and Soldiers, that 
they as bravely followed their Example. But though 
the Enterprize upon the IJriſ Town occaſioned ſome 
loſs, as the Attempt was dangerous; yet that was ſuffi- 
ciently recompenſed by the great Advantage the Engli/h 
Army obtained by it, of being Maſters of a very ſtrong 
Paſs upon that River, and of very great r 
| or 
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for the entire Reduction of Ireland 4 which, if it had 
been left ſtrong, the Exgliſb Army could. not have ven- 
tured ſo readily as it did upon the Battle that followed 
ſoon after. ES . E ts | 

The other Occaſion of drawing out. all the Artillery, 
and the whole Army at the Head of the Camp to fire 
three Vollies, was upon his Majeſty's receiving an Ex- 
preſs from General Ginkel, of. his having obtained a 
very conſiderable Victory over the French. and Iriſh 
Army, commanded by the Marquis de $:. Ruth at Agb. 
rim, on the 12th of this Month; which was the more 
glorious, that the Tri Infantry fought with a great deal 
of Bravery in that Action, fo as to render the Iſſue of 
the Battle very doubtful for ſome time, on which fide 
the Victory would fall, till towards the Evening the 
Iriſh Infantry began to give way. The Marquis de S.. 
Ruth, the French General, was killed by a Cannon 
Shot, in going to the Right of his. Army, to order 
that Wing of Horſe, which was commanded by Lieu- 
tenant General Sarsfie!d, how to charge upon the preſent 
Occaſion, and try, it poſſible, to retrieve the Battle. 

I have heard from an Officer of the Engib Army, 
preſent in that Action, and who is ſtill living, that be- 
fore it began, ſome words happened between the Mar- 
quis de St. Ruth and Sarsfield, in ordering the Diſpoſition 
that was made for the right Wing of Horſe under his 
command in this Battle. And as the two Generals 
could not agree in their Opinions, the French General, 
as Commander in chief, ordered Sarsfie/d not to ſtir with 
the right Wing of Horſe but as he ſhould receive Or- 
ders from him; and that, in return to this Command, 
Sarsficld anſwered with an Oath, That he would take 
care to obey this his Command. What is very remarka- 
ble in the happy Succeſs of that Day, and which en- 
tirely turned the Scale in favour of the Exgliſb, is, that 
St. Ruth, ſeeing the Iriſb Infantry forced at laſt to give 
way upon the Right, ſent one, if not two of his Aide 


de Camps, one after another, to order Sargſield to charge 
; | imme- 
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immediately with his Horſe, and that they both were 
taken off with Cannon Shot before they could reach 
Sarsfield, to deliver him the Marquis de St. Ruth's Or- 
ders. That St. Ruth being, in haſte to have his right 
Wing of Horſe charge, and riding full ſpeed himſelf 
towards the Right, to order in Perſon Sarge to charge 
with his Wing of Horſe, underwent the ſame Fate, 
and was killed with a Cannon Ball dead upon the Spot, 
before he could order the Charge himſelf. As that 
Wing of Horſe did not ſtir, ſo the IJriſb Foot was 
charged in Flank, and ſoon put to the Rout. The 
Paris Gazette does fo far agree with this Account, that 
St. Ruth was killed with a Cannon-Shot in going to ob- 
ſerve a Place upon the Right, whence he would have 
that Wing ot his Army to attack the Zygli/h, The News 
of this Victory, which filled the whole Camp with Joy, 
and ſo ſoon aſter the former Occaſion, was notified to 
the neighbouring French Army in the Evening, with 
three Vollies both of all the Artillery and ſmall Shot, 
the whole Army being drawn out for that purpoſe. Ir 
is not unlikely, but that upon both theſe Occaſions, the 
Mareſchal de Luxembourg had the firſt News from theſe 
Rejoycings in the confederate Army. This ſignal Vic- 
tory over the French and Iriſh at Agbrim, was followed 
with the taking of Gallway, and, before the Campagne 
was over, with the total Reduction of J1re/and, by the 
Surrender of Limrick. = 

Among the other things remarkable which happened 
in this Camp of Gerpynes, I muſt mention the Death of 
Lieutenant-General Douglas, who, together with Lieu— 
tenant General Kirk, had been ordered by his Majeſty 
to leave the Army in Jreland, in order to ſerve under 
him in their ſaid Poſts in Flanders. Lieutenant-General 
Kirk came to attend in that Poſt ro the Army at Gemblours; 
Lieutenant-General Douglas at Gerpynes, where he was, 
not many Days after his coming to that Camp, ſeized 
with a violent Fever, of which he died at Namur, 
where he was carried in his Sickneſs. His Body, after 


his 
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his Deceaſe, was carried to Maeſtrichi, The Regiment 
of Scots Guards, of which he was Colonel, his Ma- 
jeſty beſtowed. upon Brigadier Ram/ay ; and Brigadier 

Ramſay's Regiment of Foot, his Majeſty preferred Sir 
Charles Graham to it. Count Solmes, General of the 
Dutch Foot, was promoted to the ſame Poſt over the 
Engliſh Infantry, whilſt the Army was at this Camp. 
The ſame being given out in the Orders one Evening, 
for a due Notification; which as it was a ſort of ſuper- 
ſeding my Lord Marlborough's Commiſſion of Com- 
mander in chief, it is not improbable but that it occa- 
fioned the Change which happened, before the Armies 
took the Field the following Campagne. And, if I miſ- 
take not, the Captains of the Foot Guards were ordered 
to take Rank as 'Lieutenant-Colonels in the Army in 
this Camp, and had Commiſſions given them accord- 
ingly; whereas before they only took place of all o- 
ther Captains; and in the Exgliſb and Dutch Guards had 
their Pay encreaſed in proportion; and the Lieute- 
nants of the Foot Guards had Commiſſions of Captains 
in the Army, and their Pay alſo increaſed accordingly. 

Before J proceed to give an Account of the two op- 

oſite Armies marching from their preſent Camps, the 
confederate Army at Gerpynes, and French at Flore nnes, 
I muſt not omit to mention the Death of the Marquis 

de Louvois at Verſailles, on the 6th of this Month; Mi- 
niſter of State, and by. his great Ability, I may fay, 
chief Minifter to Lewis XIV. As he was Secretaty of 
War as well as State, the giving an account of his Death 
has the more Relation to the Hiſtory of this Campagne: 
which, as it was very ſudden, ſo it gave a Pretence to 
a yery miſchievous, Deſign ſer. on foot about the begin- 
ning of the following Campagne; which it pleaſed God 
to fruſtrate, and to bring the Undertaker of this miſ- 
chievous Deſign to the Puniſhment he deſerved, This 

reat Miniſter of State was Son to Michael le Tellier, 
in his time Lord High-Chancellor of France; and as 
Lewis XIV. was a Prince of very good natural Parts, 
| though 
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thcugh by his coming to the Throne in his Childhood 
was in a great meaſure deprived of the Advantages of 
Education, yet the great Affairs he was at the Head of 
in the Courſe of his, till then, victorious Reign, joined 
with his Genius for Government, ſupplied that defect, 
and made him as great a Prince in the Affairs of Go- 
vernment, whether relating to War or State, as moſt 
that have reigned in the World. | | 


As Lewis le Grand's Reign has been the longeſt of 
Prince that ever fat on a Throne in theſe Parts of 

the World; and that his long Reign, joined with his 
Talents for Government, made him a moſt conſummate 
Prince in all Affairs of State, and the fitteſt of any in 
his Kingdom to have the Direction of them; ſo he em- 


ployed none in his Service in the Adminiſtration of his 


Government, but whoſe Abilities in State-Afﬀairs he 
was well acquainted with: And if any of their Iſſue 
became qualified for the higheft Employments, he ne- 
ver failed of giving them Encouragement, and continu- 
ing them in the Adminiſtration z3 whereby the higheſt 
Offices of State, during his long Reign, have ſeveral 
times deſcended from 5 ather to Son, even to the third 
Generation. As that Monarch was thereby ſerved with 
very knowing and able Miniſters, ſo were they moſtly of 


his own raiſing, and their great Capacity was always at- 


tended with Fidelity, aud generally with Succeſs. Thus 
Louvois, who was Son of a Lord High-Chancellor of 
France, was alſo the Father of the Marquis de Barbeſicux, 
who ſucceeded him in the chief of his great Employ- 
ments. There are other great Families in France, which 
have, as it were by Succeſſion arrived to, and en- 
Joyed with much Honour, the higheſt Offices of State 
in that Kingdom. It muſt be owned, however, that 
this manner of beſtowing the higheſt Offices of Truſt, 
as well as Profit, from Father to Son, would not go 


down ſo well with free States and Governments. 


As the Mareſchal de Luxembourg's Buſineſs at preſent 
was to obſerve the Motions of the confederate Army, 
on: which 


Sd A; 

which obliged him to continue in his Camp at Horennes, 
as long as his Britannick Maj:ſty continued with the 
confederate Army at Gerpynes, and conſequently, the 
confederate Army being to march firſt; which, as both 
Armies were then ſo near one another, and the Ground 
not ſo difficult as in the Neighbourhood of Beaumount, 
it is very likely that it had been better for the confede- 
rate Army to have marched up to the French in their 
preſent Camp, if his Majeſty had not conceived great 
hopes of repaſling the Sambre before the French Army, 
in order to get between it and Mons; upon this Deſign, 
no Action happened between the two Armies, whilſt 
they were ſo near Neighbours at Gerpynes and Hloren- 
nes; but in view of getting before the French in the 
Neighbourhood of Mons, his Majeſty ordered the confe- 
derate Army to march, on the 28th, in two Columns 
upon the Right : The two Columns to cloſe into one 
another, and in order of Battle, till they came to the 
Height of Ham ſur Heure, leaving the Villages of 
Soinſe and Fourdines upon the Left. When the two Co- 
lumns were got to the Height of Ham ſur Heure, they 
divided from the Center into four; firſt Column at the 
Regiment of Y/ynberg, and the ſecond at tha f Noy- 
elles; then the Rear-half of the firſt Column drew up 
upon the Left, making by that Motion the outer Co- 
lumn upon the Left; the other half of the ſame Column 
with reſpe&t to the Right of the ſecond Column, ma- 
king by this Motion the third ; and the Right of the 
firſt half, the fourth and innermoſt Column the reſt of 
the March. The Army then marching in four Co-. 
lumns, came down the ſteep Deſcent of the little River 
Heure, which it paſſed, over four Bridges of Boats, 
between Phil le Chaſteau on the Left, and the Village 
of Ber/? upon the Right, and thence by an eaſy aſcent 
marched into the Camp, marked in the Plain on the o- 
ther ſide: But the firſt and third Column, which made 
the Left of the Army, halted before their Ground in this 
Camp, till the ſecond and W Column (which made 
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the Right ) were got to their Ground in order to incamp 
at once. The Baggage of the Lines was commanded. 
away. the Over-night, being ordered to fall to the Rear 
by the Intervals, and then was to march in two Co- 
lumns at the ſame time with the Army, and paſſed the 
Heure over two Bridges made upon the Right of the 
| Village of Berſe, leaving the Village upon the Left, and 
thence to the Camp. The Artillery, his Majeſty's Bag- 

gage, and that of the Generals, marched in one Co- 
jumn, between the Columns of the Army and the Bag- 
gage of the ſame ; and paſling the Heure at the Stone 
Bridge of Berſe, marched thence to the Camp. The 
Reſerve eſcorted the Artillery and Baggage, and paſſed 
the River upon the ſame Bridges. The whole Army 
being paſſed, incamped with the Right between Chaſ- 
tillon in Front, and Clairmont in the Rear, the Left be- 
V hind Cour ſur Heure, where his Majeſty was quartered; 
j two Regiments of Dragoons being ordered to incamp 
{ before it, and cover the King's Quarter, 

Upon the coming of the Army to this Camp, the 
Count de Lippe was immediately commanded, with a- 
bout two thouſand Men, to poſſeſs himſelf of the little 
Town of Beaumont, which the- French quitted upon his 
Approach, with what Garriſon they had in it. And as 
the Count was ſo ordered, he, upon his being in poſe | 
ſeſſion of the Place, ſent Detachments to poſt them- 
ſelves at Buſſiere Thuin, and the Abbey of St. Ann, Paſ- 
ſes upon the Sambre towards Mons. 

Beaumont 1s a ſmall Town, incloſed with a round Wall 
flank'd with round Towers, belonging (with the Diſ— 
trict depending upon it) to the Prince of Chimay, of 
the Houſe of Aerſchot, and is ſituate almoſt every way 
upon the Edge of a ſteep Hill which deſcends in a Cir- 
cumference towards a Brook or Rivulet, which we ſhall 
call the Brook of Beaumont, running about two or three 
Leagues lower into the Sambre, taking its courſe, as it 
does at this Place, between ſteep Hills, cauſing a nar- 
row Valley which reaches along the Brook, opening thus 
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between oppoſite Hills of a very ſteep Aſcent on either 
ſide. The Situation of it towards the Camp of Cour is 
upon a Plain, to which it joins by a narrow Tongue 
of Land. Every where elſe the Town is e/carp*d upon 
the Brow of a ſteep Hill, which hinders any Acceſs to 


| it but by that Gate which opened towards Chimay, the 
Wood of Barbanton, and the confederate Camp at Court. 


There was a thick Wood, which came up cloſe to the 
Deſcent or Valley on the North, or North-Eaſt Side of 
the Town, towards the Sambre: And as it is a very 

leaſant Situation, and upon a Hill, ſo had it from 
thence the Name of Beaumont; and whilſt the French 
Frontiers were at a greater diſtance, the Princes of Chi- 
may kept their uſual Reſidence in this Place, which, no 
doubt, gave it a more flouriſhing Aſpect than it has at 
preſent, the French being Maſters ' of Mariembourg, 
Philippeville, and Maubeuge, which muſt make the re- 
fiding at Beaumont a very unſafe Dwelling for the Prin- 


ces of Chimay in time of War, and made it appear but 


in a forlorn Condition at this time. 

The 29th, the French Army marched upon the Left, 
and the Duke of Luxembourg being now put to his Shifts, 
was obliged, in order to keep cloſe to the confederate 
Army, and hinder it from paſſing the Sambre at Buſ- 
fiere, in which caſe he could not have paſſed it but far- 
ther towards Maubeuge, and ſo muſt have left Mons 
open to his Majeſty's Army; the Duke of Luxembourg, 
I ſay, was obliged to incamp with his Army in a diffi- 
cult Country in their March on the 29th, (as well as he 
could, and the Difficulty of the Ground would permit ) 
in four Lines, taking his Head-quarter at Cerfontaine. 
The two outermoſt Lines were for the Foot, and the 
two . middlemoſt for the Cavalry. The firlt Line of. 
Foot along the Brook of Somoy, having Somoy and the 
Brook in Front ; the middlemoſt Lines being Horſe, in- 
camped upon the Height of Cerfonlaine. The fourth of 
Foot incamped near the Wood; and the Marquis de 


Bouflers incamped with his ſeparate Army upon the 
TY Right, 
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Right, at Villers deux Egiiſes, The Mareſchal de Lux- 
embourg extricated "himſelf out of the Difficulty he lay 
under at preſent with. his Army, in a great meaſure by 
his indefatigable Diligence: For, without ſojourning in 


this Camp that Night, he ordered his Army to march 


on between nine and ten of the Clock, without Beat of 
Drum, or Sound of Trumpet, but as privately as he 
could: by which means he gained a March of the con- 
federate Army, and made its March to Beaumont of no 
Effect; being obliged, upon finding the Hench ſtrongly 
incamped on the .oppoſice Hills, with the Valley and 


Brook of Beaumont between them, to march back to its 


former Camp of Cour, The gaining of this March 
upon the confederate Army being of ſuch conſequence to 
the Mareſchal de Luxembourg, he went himſelf, as ſoon 
as he incamped with his Army at Cerfoutaine, to view 
that thick and almoſt impenetrable Wood for the Paſ- 
fage of an Army, and try if his Army could not make 
itſelf a Way through ir ſome how or other; and ha- 
ving obſerved how it might be done, he, upon the 
coming of the Night, as I have ſaid before, ordered his 
Army to march in five Columns upon the Left, and as 
his Army had incamped at Cerfontaine in four Lines, fo 
each in their March to paſs the Wood made a Column. 
The Column of the Right, the neareſt to the confede- 
rate Army, marched by Folempriſe, where getting into 
the Road to Herce, and thence keeping along the Brook, 
it marched through Ranly, and ſo got into the Ground 
marked for the Camp. The ſecond Column, being the 
Horſe of the firſt Line, marched down to the Mill of 
Cerfontaine, and followed the Way into the Wood directly 
to Herce, keeping all along the Road from Folempriſe to 
this place upon the Right ; then making a Way through 
a Gentleman's Garden, and leaving the Horſe upon the 
Right, it got into the little Plain towards Faubrechies, 
whence it followed the Road to Ranly; and then 
coming between the two Woods it turned ſhort upon 
the Left, to leave Ranly upon the Right, and ſo 

Marched 
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marched into the _ The third Column was for the 
ſecond Line of Horſe, and marched between Ce7for- 
taine and the Mill, after which it paſſed the Bridge laid 
over the Brook, marched on through the Wood, and 
leaving the Road from Cerfontaine to Froid Chapelle 
on the Left, it croſſed the Highway from Faubrechies 
to Renſe, and ſo having got into the Royal or High- 
way, it left the Road to the Mill open for the Artil- 
lery, Bread-Waggons, Sc. which made the fourth Co- 
lumn in this March ; and marched firſt over ſome Fields, 
between the ſecond and fourth Line of the Camp, leav- 
ing Cerfontaine upon the Right, and paſſing through the 
Wood by a Way cut on purpole by the Pioneers, it got 
into the Road that goes to Froid Chapelle, and thence 
went on to Renſe, and ſo getting into the Road that 
goes from Chimay to Beaumont, it kept to it till it was 

ot to the Camp, having in their March upon the 
Right a Column of Horſe, and a Column of Foot up- 
on the Left. The fifth and laſt Column was for the 
ſecond Line of Foot, which kept along the ſide of the 
Wood, till it came to the Road to Froid Chapelle, and 
as it came near it, met the Column upon its Right, 
namely, the Artillery, Sc. which obliged them to cut 
down an Opening or Glade into the Field through the 
Wood, and thence marched on, leaving Froid Chapelle 
upon the Right to Renſe, which it alſo left upon the 
Right; and ſo following the Royal or Highway, and 
keeping the Column of the Artillery all along upon the 
Right, got into the Camp. If the March of this Co- 
lumn be rightly deſcribed by Vaultier, the Column of 
the Artillery muſt have been the neareſt to the confede- 
rate Army, which I can ſcarce believe in this March. 
The whole Army having got over this difficult March, 
incamped upon two Lines, with the Right upon a 
Bourne which comts into the Village of Rani, and the 
Left upon a Wood near the Cenſ of Hautebiſſe, ha- 

ving Confolre in the Rear, and Woods behind the 


Right, Beaumont before the Center, and the Brook of 
Beaumont 
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Beaumont all along below in the Valley, before it. Two 
Squadrons of Dragoons of the Queen's Regiment, and 
two of the Kings, were ordered for a Rear-guard upon 
the Artillery and Baggage, and fix hundred Foot were 
ordered to march with it. The Marquis de Bouflers was 
ordered not to ſtir with his Army from his Camp, till 
all the Baggage was marched clear out of the Camp of 
Cerfontaine; and then followed with his Army to Kenſe, 
where it incamped as before,. cloſe to the Right of the 
Duke of Luxembourg's Army; the ſaid Mareſchal taking 
his Head-quarter at Grand Rieu. 

But notwithſtanding the Mareſchal de Luxembourg's 
great Diligence and Toll in getting to this Camp, which 
rendered the Deſign of the confederate Army againſt 
Mons abortive, yet all his Labour and Diligence had 
been, in all likelihood, in vain, if the confederate Army 
had not halted in the Camp of Cour on the 3oth-z what 
occaſioned it I cannot tell, bur ſo it was, that it did 
not march from the Camp at Cour till the 24th towards 
Beaumont, in the following Order. The Army marched 
in two Columns, wheeling out of the Camp towards the 
Rear to paſs the Bridges laid between Clairmont on the 


Right, and Blancviviers on the Left, thence continuing its 


March through the Wood, by the Overtures made for 
that purpoſe ( the cutting of which, may be, occaſioned 
the Halt of the Army the Day before) till the Head 
of the Columns had reached ſo far as the Road that goes 
from Beaumont to Philippeville.; into which the two 
Columns wheeled upon the Right, and marched on till 
the right Wing was got beyond Beaumont, towards the 
Sambre, and the Left towards Barban;on, with the Road 
from Philippeville to Beaumont in Front, Beaumont be- 
fore the Center, the Brook or Rivulet of Beaumont run- 
ning all along below in the Valley between the two 
Armies towards the Sambre, 

It was no ſmall diſappointment to his Majeſty to find, 
at his coming to this Place with the confederate Army, 


that the Duke of Luxembourg, with the French Army, 


was 


III 

was already incamped on the oppoſite Hills ever ſince 
Morning; and where it is very likely that his Majeſty 
did deſign to have incamped with the confederate Army 
that Evening. And as Luxembourg was obliged to march 
all Night, and with the Help of Pioneers to clear the 
Way for his March in ſeveral difficult Paſſes, in a 
Country where as the French pretended, no Army had 
ever marched@Mfore ; it is very plain, that if the con- 
federate Army had continued its March, and not halted 
on the goth, but marched on towards Beaumont that 
Day, it would have been before-hand with the French 
Army, and have incamped in the ſame Ground where 
the French Army was now poſted, 

As the French themſelves did give out, that no Army 
had ever marchet the Way which Luxembourg had now 
taken with his, it is very likely that his Majeſty was 
perſuaded that Luxembourg could not get to that Camp, 
with the French Army, before him; which made his 
Majeſty ſo much the more eaſy upon his Halt at the 
Camp of Cour on the 2oth, ſo that his Majeſty could 
not but be extremely ſurprized to find the French in- 
camped before-hand upon that very Ground that was de- 
ſigned for his Camp upon this March. But to make the 
beſt of this Diſappointment, it was immediately pro- 

oſed to attack the French in their preſent Camp; for 
which the following Diſpoſition was drawn up. 

The whole right Wing of Spaniſh, Brandenbourg, and 
Heſſian Horſe, with ſome of the interlined Battalions, 
were to extend upon the Right to the Bottom oppoſite 
to the Village of Oubiers, and make Bridges over the 
Brook in the Night, in order to paſs the next Morning 
as ſoon as commanded. The reſt of the interlined Bat- 
talions and main Body were in like manner to make 
Bridges before them ; and the Left of the main Body, 
and left Wing of Horſe to do the ſame ; fo that the 
whole Army might march in a full Front, and paſs the 
Rivulet of Beaumont in the bottom before it, and ad- 


vance towards the French Army. And to ſecure this 
March 


W 
* - I om 236 


112 


March the more effectually, Batteries of Cannon were 


ordered upon the Height, io as to cover the making all 
the Bridges that ſhould be requiſite, and command the 
oppoſite Height taken up by the French Army. The 
right Wing, in caſe it got the Paſs over the Bfidges 
that ſhould be made before it, was to draw up in Battle 
as it paſſed, extending to the Right, under the Cover of 
the Dragoons, who were ordered to paſs the Rivulet ſo 
much the lower upon the Right. The firſt Line of this 


Wing to advance, after being paſſed, no farther than 


was neceſſary for the ſecond to draw up with a compe- 
tent Interval in the Rear of it. The Infantry of the 
right Wing and main Body, was likewiſe with the utmoſt 
Diligence to extend upon the Right, after having paſſed 
the Bridges before it, in two Lines; ſo as to bring its 
Right to join the Lett of the right Wing of Horſe: 
The firſt advancing forward, ſo as to leave room for the 
ſecond Line, to draw up in the Rear of it. The In- 
fantry of the Left of the main Body, and the left 
Wing of Horſe, marching off upon the Right, were to 
have the Battalion of VMynberg at the Head of the firſt 
Line, and that of Zobel at the Head of the ſecond, and 
paſſing the' Bridges over the Brook, were to obſerve 
the ſame Motion as the Right, and join the Lefr of the 
main Body. The Generals, upon- the Wings of their 
ſeveral Diviſions, were to take a ſpecial Care not to ad- 
vance, after having paſſed the ſeveral Bridges, till the 
Diviſion upon their Right was joined to make a Front, 
and formed in order of Battle upon the Right. And 
when all the Army had been paſſed and formed in or- 
der of Battle, then it was to march forwards towards 
the French, but not to begin till the whole Line was 
well formed, In advancing, the Generals were recom- 
mended, as a matter of the utmoſt Conſequence, to ad- 
vance ſo, as always to keep an even Front; and as an 

Squadrons or Battalions upon the Right advanced, till 
to keep up in a Line with them. The ſame thing was 


. to be obſerved if they advanced upon the Left, taking 


care 
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Care to leave due Intervals. The Generals, at the Head 


of the ſeveral Diviſions, were likewiſe to take a ſpecial 
Care, that if the oppoſite Army. gave way in any part 


of its Front, not to purſue, but in gaining Ground up- 


on them always to keep up their Front. 

When the confederate Army was got, as before- 
mentioned, in preſence of the French, the Artillery drew up 
upon the Right of a Wood, between it and 7 ; 
the light Fleld-pieces diſperſed among the Brigades, 
keeping with their ſeveral Brigades as before: And thus 
the whole Army lay under Arms all that Night, in or- 
der to march to the French early the next Morning. As 
I had a Fit of the Tertian Ague that Day, with which 
I was troubled almoſt all this Campagne; and as it ge- 
nerally fell out that the Army marched gpon my Ague 

Days, and that upon this March towards ,the French 
the Baggage had been commanded away towards Char- 
leroy, 1 was very glad of the Opportunity of getting 
into one of the Waggons belonging to the Train for 


that Night's Lodging. If the French Incendiary had» he. 


made his Attempt one Night ſooner: than he did, I 
ſhould have been in great danger of being blown up. 
In the bottom, before the Right of the .Infantry, 
which lay neareſt to the French, and where Bridges were 
ordered immediately to be made over the Brook, ſome 
Battalions were ordered to cover the Work, and keep 
poſſeſſion of the Bridges, being ordered to lie down 
flat upon the Ground to avoid their being diſcovered : 
But the Mareſchal de Luxembourg, who was very early 


to reconmitre the next Morning, having obſerved where 
they were poſted, ordered two Brigades of his Fields 


pieces to be brought, and poſted conveniently to fire 
upon them, in order to force them from that Poſt. His 
Majeſty, who was no leſs early in viewing the Ground 
between the two Armies, upon this, fire of the. French 
Field-pieces to gall them, ordered them to march off, 
and return to their Poſt in the Line.of Battle ; it having 
then been concluded not to attack the French Army in 

| e a Camp 
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4 a Camp ſo ſtrongly ſituated, that Luxembourg did not 
1 ſo much as order his Army to ſtir or ſtand to Arms 
taking no farther care than ſecuring his Out-poſt and 
T' Guards with good Detachments, notwithſtanding that 
1 the confederate Army was in order of Battle, and had 

been under Arms all Night on the oppoſite Height: 

Only the French General ordered one Brigade of the 
. Field- pieces he had commanded early in the Morning 
F$ to be brought, and had them placed in a convenienc 
5 Battery, to annoy the Confederates in their Works be- 
F low in the bottom; and eſpecially to diſlodge three Bat- 
þ talions which lay down cloſe upon the Ground, to cover 4 
q the Workmen in making Bridges upon the Right ; and 
| as they were very much expoſed, ſo they were the firſt 
that were ſaluted with the French Cannon this' Morning : 

Bur upon the firing of the French, they were immedi- 

ately ordered back to their Poſt in the confederate Line 
i of Battle, as I have now mentioned. But the other 
[1 Brigade of Field-pieces Luxembourg ordered further up- 
ix on the Left of his Army, to fire from thence upon the 
right Wing of the Cadets which was in a great 
meaſure covered by a Wood; but as the Country was 
open between the right Wing of the confederate Army, 
and the main Body, and ſo on farther upon the Left; 
and that the two Armies lay there neareſt to one ano- 
ther, ſo there it was that the French played with the 
Cannon of this Brigade, and fired pretty briskly. His 
Majeſty ordered, no more than two or three Field- 
pieces to be brought, and placed in the moſt conveni- 
ent Manner to return their Compliment. Thus this 
Interview between the two Armies terminated by this 
cannonading of one another, only between the Right of- 
the Confederates, and Left of the French, and with theſe 
a tew Field- pieces. But it was very obſervable, that the 
| King, who had fat down to Breakfaſt with the Generals 
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that accompanied him, between the Right of the main 
Body, and the right Wing of Horſe, and whence he 
7 might beſt ſee what paſſed, was but juſt gone off from 
# thence, 
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thence, when one of the French Cannon Balls did light 
and *graz'd upon the Ground, juſt where his Majeſty 
had been fitting down before. I have not heard nor 
read that there was any body killed of either fide by the 
Cannonading, nor in the Pickeering between the two 
Armies, either the Over-night or the next Morning; 
ſo the riding up of the Gentlemen Volunteers to one a- 
nother, and firing their Piſtols at one another, between 
the two Armies and others that have no Poſts, is called 
among the Engli/h Soldiers. 

His Majeſty not having judged it practicable to at- 
tack the French in their preſent Camp, the confederate 
Army began its retrograde March about Noon, to- 
wards its former Camp at Cour, without Beat of Drum, 
or Sound*of Trumpet, leaving the ſtrong Garriſon, that 
had been quartered at Beaumont, in that Place, to ſecure 
its Rear in this Retreat. As I had but little reſt .the O- 
ver-night, and having had a Fit of the Ague the Day 
before, as above-mentioned, and conſequently -being 
very much fatigued, I went into Beaumont with another 
Chaplain to get ſome Refreſhment , and after Dinner 
went upon a Bed to reſt ; but when I awoke, I was ex- 
tremely ſurprized to find the Army marched, and could 
not but be very much caſt down about it; but there 
being no other Remedy, I and my Brother Chaplain 
were obliged to trudge on foot after it through the 
Wood of Barbanccon, where we were in continual Fear 
of being knocked in the Head, or made Priſoners by 
every Soldier we ſaw ; but, as it happened, they were 
all Stragglers of our own Army ; and fo, by the Bleſ- 
ſing of God, we got ſafe, after it, to the Camp. I 


hope that the Reader will forgive me in making men- 
tion of ſo inconſiderable a Perſon as my ſelf in the Ac- 
count of this Campagne; which, after having writ the 
other ſix Campagnes following, in their ſeveral Years, 
will be the more excuſable. At leaſt, it ſhews that 
what I am writing of at preſent in the Hiſtory of this 
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Campagne, were things which could not but, in the 
main, be well known to me. wap 1 7 

The Mareſchal de Luxembourg did not offer, as in- 
deed it could not eaſily have been done, with the ſt ron 
Garriſon we had at 8 to fall upon the Rear of 
the confederate Army in this Retreat; or to be nearer 
at hand, in caſe the Attempt that was made this Night 
towards the ſetting our Train of Artillery on fire, had 
ſucceeded; only, while the confederate Army was re- 
treating, he removed his Head. quarter from Grand Rieu 
to Lugny towards his Right; where three Battalions of 
the King's Regiment, and ſome Squadrons of Dragoons 


* 
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were ordered to incamp to cover it. 
About Ten of the Clock this Night, being Auguſt. 
the firſt, and a very 1 Moonſhine, an Incendiary 
_ undertook the bold and daring Attempt, of ſetting the 
Powder and Bomb-waggons on fire, within the very 
Park of the Train of Artillery. He ſucceeded ſo far, 
as to ſet the Fuſes of two Bombs on fire; which, if it 
Had been a Powder Waggon inſtead of one loaded with 
Bombs, muſt immediately have been followed with the 
Ruin of our Train of Artillery; but as the Fire took 
only to the Fuſes of rwo Bombs, it gave by that means 
timely notice to the Guard of the Train, and the 
Gunners and Matroſſes, who boldly ventured into the 
Waggon, had juſt time enough to throw them down 
out of the Waggon upon the Ground, before they 
burſt one after another; and ſo were luckily prevented 
from doing any farthet miſchief. © But the Noiſe imme - 
diately gave the Allarm to” the whole Army, which 
drew out” at the Head of the Camp in order of Battle. 
But all the Out-poſts having been carefully viſited, and 
there being no appearance of any Motions in the French 
Army, his Majeſty ordered all the Troops to return to 
their Tents. And as it was a very bright and clear 
Moonſhine, ſo it occaſioned the Diſcovery and finding 
out of the Wretch who had undertaken ſo deſperate an 


Attempt; and who being apprehended and examined, 
g was 
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was kept under a ſtrong: and' tris Guard at the Pw. 
00a, Bill his Tryal by 2 Cort Martial, and he ſhould 


Camp. This March had a double View in it; the one 
to have paſſed the Sambxe, if there had been any likeli- 
hood of paſſing it ſo high, befbre the French Army 
could do the ſame, and ſo try once more to get between 
it and Mons, which his Majeſty was very deſirous, if 
poſſible, to recover out of their Hands during this 
Campagne, that the Breaches were not yet repaired, or 
that the Reparations were ſo freſh, that they could not 
have ſtood againſt the battering of | Cannon: If the 


Army upon this view, could have proceeded towards 


the Sambre, with any probability of paſſing it before the 
French, it was to have paſſed that River at Traſigny. 
The Detachments of the Army poſted at Buſſiere upon 
the Sambre, were to quit and retreat to that poſted at 
Tin, and both theſe Detachments were to quit that 


Poſt and Retreat to that quartered at the Abbey of St. 


Anne; in which caſe ſeven or eight: hundred Men, with 
the Captain of the Guides, were to be ſent with all 
ſpeed to make Bridges upon the Right of Fontuin Þ E. 
veſgue, for therm to paſs? the River, and incamp at 
Fraligny. but if that had been too greatra March, the 
Army was then to- halt as ſobm as it had paſſed the Ri- 
ver, and incamp upon the Height on the oppoſite Side, 
as it ſhould then ſtand; without any farther care of 
marking out a Camp, in order to have marched early 
the next Morning to incamp at Truſigny; the heavy 
Baggage was alſo: to have been. ſent to paſs the River 
at Chazleroy; and join themrmy at Pieton. But it may! 


be, that the King intended no more in ſuch a March, 


but to have kept the French cloſer to their Frontier the 


Remainder of this Campagne: But as it was not thought 
| fir 
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fit to march according to this Diſpoſition, ſo the pre- 
ſent March of the confederate Army ended in ſecuring 
the quitting of Beaumont, by the ſtrong Garriſon bolted 
there under the Count de Lippe, ſo near the French 
Army, which lay incamped juſt by it. And as the 
Count had Orders to get every thing ready for this E- 
vacuation, and eſpecially to have the Mines ready for 
blowing up the Gates and Towers about the Walls, the 
Army marched, as now mentioned, very early on that 
Day in two Columns. Four Battalions made the Van- 
guard, having fix Field-pieces, (fix -Pounders) march- 
ing to the Bridges made between Clairmont upon the 
Right, and Blancviviers upon the Left, and there halted 
for the coming up of the right Wing. The Army then 
marching on towards Beaumont, as ſoon as it was paſſed 
the Wood of Barbangon, a ſtrong Detachment was im- 
mediately made from it, to take Poſt between Beau- 
mont and the French Army; and then the Garriſon, 
without any delay, marched out, ſetting fire at the 
ſame time to the Mines that had been made for blowin 

up the Gates and Towers of that Town, Though this 
was done in the Face of the French Army, which lay 
incamped not far from it, yet the Mareſchal de Lux- 
embourg did not think fit to diſturb this Work; being, 
as I ſuppoſe, very deſirous to have the Gatriſon poſted 
in this Town, at a greater diſtance from his Army; 
and farther, to let the confederate Army march 'back to 
its Camp at Cour, without any Moleſtation. But leaſt, 
if inſtead of marching back to its former Camp, it had 
advanced upon the Right towards the Sambre, the ſaid 
General — his Artillery to march to the Height 
of Conſolre, in the Rear of his left Wing, where it con- 
tinued all Night, and his Reſerve he poſted at Famont 
upon the Sambre, where his Pontoons lay ready for his 
Army to paſs the River. But as the confederate Army 
marched back to its former Camp, there was no occaſion 
for theſe Precautions which the French General had ſo 
well taken, to be before-hand with the confederate 


Army; 
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Army; and the Deſign for the confedlerate Army to 
paſs the Sambre this way was entirely laid aſide. How- 
ever; the Troops poſted it Buffere, Thuin, and the 
Abbey of St. Anne,  quitted theſe Poſts, and retreating 
to one another, marched on the other ſide of the River 
to Charleroy, and thence rejoined the Army in this 
Camp of Cour, where it continued two or three Days 
longer. 3 

Gn the 13th, the confederate Army marched in four 
Columns upon the Left, each Line dividing from the 
Center. The firſt Line having the Battalion of Zobel at 
the Head of it, and the ſecond that of Tora), made 
the Van of the firſt and ſecond Column, being the Right 
of this Diviſion of the Army; the left Diviſion halting, 
till Zobel having the Van of the firſt Line, and Torgay 
that of the ſecond, had got ſo far in their March, as to 
be even with the Left of the left Wing; and then 
marched of a Breſt down the Deſcent towards the Heure, 
which the four Columns paſſed over four Bridges as be- 
fore in coming to this Camp, having Thil le Chaſteau on 
the Right, and Berſe on the Left; and being got up 
the ſteep Aſcent on the other ſide, continued its March, 
leaving the Villages of Gourdines and Sainſe on the Right, DN 
and Tarciennes upon the Left, then went on towards 
the Brook of Gerpynes, which Brook it was to paſs 
over two Bridges, in caſe there was not time enough to 
make four, after which it was'to march on in two Co- 
Tumns, The Right of the Army in chis March halted 
till the Left had paſſed the Heure, thence marching in 
two Columns, till it came to the Camp, having the 
Right at Gerpynes, and left at Bieme, the Dogs Quarter 
being at Gogny, Six Field- pieces were poſted upon the 
Height of Ham ſur Heure, and continued till the Army 
was, got over that difficult Paſs, the Reſerye keeping 
with it; after which, the Bridges were taken up, and 
the Reſerve and Field-pieces with it, and the Pontoons 
kept cloſe to the Rear of the Army till got to the 


Camp. In this March the Artillery and heavy Biggage, 
eſcorted 


eſcorted by two Regiments of Dragoons, ' paſſed the 
Heure, as in the former March over the Stone Bridges, 
and keeping the Columns of the Army upon the Right, 
aſſed, the Brook of Gergynes. at the Town ; and the 
—4 Baggage paſſed it between Acros and Gerpynes, 
and thence into the Camp. The Brigaded Field- pieces 
joined the Artillery in this March, the Aſcent up the 
Height of Ham being too ſteep for them to have mar- 
ched with the Columns of the Army, as in, the former 
March; and then the Deſcent was ſo ſteep, that they 
were forced to have the Help of ſtrong Ropęs, to hin- 
der them from rolling down upon the Horſes that 
drew them. | 26 Rt 91 1 
Upon this March of the confederate Army, the Ma- 
reſchal de Luxembourg, with the French Army, quitted 
the Neighbourhood of Beaumont on the ſame Day, 
marching upon the Right, and incamped in two Lines, 
with a little Wood in the Rear of the Right, which ex- 
tended above Clairmont, the Left between Bierſee and 
Rugny, the Brook of Donſtieune ly ing upon the Right; 
Sterce the Head; quarter between the two Linęs; {5 that 
the French Army incamped almoſt a- croſs the Right of 
the Camp the confederate Army, had quitted but the 
Day before. The ſame Day the Marquis de Bonflers, 
who lay with his Army at Ranſe, came and incam 
with his Army upon the Right of Luxembourg's, be- 
tween Caſtillon and Boſſu. . ni ay 


Ed 


The following Day, being the -14th, his Majeſty's 
Army marched in two Columns jointly upon the Left, 
and paſſed the Brook of Bieme over two Bridges, leaving 
the Village upon the Right, thence marched over the 
Plain towards the Brook of Emette, which it paſſed alſo 
over two Bridges, and, thence into the Camp marked in 
the Plain of St. Gerrard de Brogne. The Artillery, the 
King's and Court's Baggage, and of the Generals quar- 

tered at Goigny, together with the Bread-Waggons, 
made a third Column, paſſing the two Brooks, upon a 
third Bridge Jaid for that purpoſe, over each of them, 


keeping 


fan 

keeping the two Columns of the Army upon the Right. 
The Baggage of the Generals quartered at Bieme, of the 
Body of Foot and left Wing of Horſe, made a fourth 
Column upon the Left of all, marching through the 
Villages of Bieme and Emetie, and over the Plain to the 
Camp. The Landtgrave's Baggage, and that of the 
General Officers quartered at Gerpynes, and of the right 
Wing of Horſe, marched by St. Euſtache, and ſo get- 
ting into the Road that goes from Wallcourt to Na- 
mur, as far as the Abbey of Foſſe, kept to the Right as 
it marched into the Camp. Burt at the Beginning of the 
March this Column of Baggage was ordered to halt, 
till the third Column was firſt marched clear out of 
the Camp.. The right Wing of Horſe detached a good 
Eſcorte to cover the March of this Column of Baggage, 
and left, beſides, a good Rear-guard upon the Height 
of Gerpynes, till all the Baggage was marched off, The 
Right of this Camp extended towards the Sambre, ha- 
ving the Abbey of Foſſe in Front, and Left towards the 
Maeſe, near his Majeſty's Quarter at the Abbey of 
Sr. Gerard in the Village' of Brogne, an Abbey of the 
Benediftine Order. In the Abbey-Church, there is a 
very deep Well juſt in the Center of it, before the Aſ- 
cent to the Choir, having a fine Breaſt-work of poliſhed 
Braſs at the Head of it, and a Wheel of the ſame Met- 
tal faſtned to the Arch of the Church over it, which, 
by a long Iron Chain, conveys up and-down two Braſs- 
Buckets into the Well, to draw Water for the Benefit 
of all Comers that repair to this Place for relief. The 
Inſcription about the Breaſt-work ſets forth the miracu- 
lous Virtue of this Water for the Cure of Fevers. If 
Doctor Hancock's Notion of curing Fevers, by taking of 
right good ſpring Water, had been in vogue in thoſe 
Days, for the Cure of Fevers, it would have ſpoiled 
the general Reſort to this Place for Water, ſeeing any 
other good ſpring Water muſt have the ſame Virtue. 
The Truth is, the Water of this Well is wonderful 
clear, cool, and refreſhing, and of an excellent 7 

Taſte: 
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Taſte: Quickly after the Army's coming to this Camp, 
this fine Water was ſoon made as thick as Puddle, © - 

Upon this March of the confederate Army, . the 
Marquis de Bouflers came and incamped with his Army 
in the Neighbourhood of Philippeville, where the five 
Battalions he had detached from his Army to join that 
of Luxembourg, and incamp in the ſame Line with it, 
rejoin'd his Army, and incamped with it as before, as 
likewiſe did his Train of Artillery. But notwithſtand- 
ing that, the principal Army did not ſtir from its Camp 
at Sterce, the Duke of Luxembourg, not thinking it con- 
venient to advance any farther upon his Right towards 
the Maeſe, by that means to keep between the confede- 
rate Army and Mons; the Marquis de Bouflers, upon 
Advice that the Landtgrave with his Forces, and. the 
Prince of Ty with thoſe of Liege, were about paſſing 
the Maeſe at Namur, was ordered, ſome Days after, 
to incamp with his Army in the Neighbourhood of Gi- 
vet, to obſerve their Motions. 

Whilſt the Army lay in this Camp, it drew out, with 
all the Artillery, to give three Vollies at the uſual Time 
of the Evening, by way of rejoicing for the remarkable 
Victory obtained by Prince Lewis of Baden, who com- 
manded the Imperial Army in Hungary, over the Turks 
at Salankemen, where they had poſted themſelves be- 
tween the Imperial Army and Peterwaradin, near the 
Danube : The Turks ſtuck ſo cloſe to him by daily 
Skirmiſhes, if he offered to move, that at laſt wy 


| hem'd him in, in this Camp; and being forced to attac 


the Turkiſh Army with an unequal Force, to extricate 
himſelf out of this Difficulty, it pleaſed, God to bleſs it 
with Succeſs, by giving the Turks a very great Over- 
throw. This famous Battle was fought the gth of this 


Month Old Stile. Prince Thomas Charles of Lorrain, 


Son to the Prince Vaudemont, who had a Regiment in 


the Emperor's Service, and was with the Imperial Army 


in this Action,” came Expreſs with the News of it to 


his Majeſty, and to Prince Vaudemont his Father, who 
; ny commanded 
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commanded the Spaniſh Troops in the confederate Army. 
There was ſome Debate at firſt, (for the Expreſs came 
in the Morning,) whether ſo much notice ſhould be 
taken of this Victory in the confederate Army, as to 
have a Feu de Foye about it; becauſe his Majeſty, who 
commanded it, acted as Mediator by his Minifter at 
Conſtantinople, joined with that of the Dutch, to mediate 
a Peace between the Emperor and the Porte; or at 
leaſt, ro compaſs a Ceſſation of Arms between them, by 
a Truce for ſo many Years. However, as ſuch So- 
lemnities are apt to raiſe the Spirits of the Soldiers, and 
animate them with Courage, and that the confederate 
Army was then in the King of Spain's Dominions in this 
Country, one of the High Allies, it was carried in the 
Affirmative; and the Artillery and the whole Army 
drew out of the Lines, to fire three Vollies upon this 
Occaſion. As the Intereſt of France lay Vother way at 
that time, rather to have the War to continue between 
the Emperor and the Porte, ſo no notice at all was taken 
of this Event in the French Camp. | 

Before his Majeſty's Army left this Camp of St. Ge- 
rard, the Incendiary, | who proved to be a Frenchman, 
who had lived ſome time at Tirlemont before the preſent 
War, ] who attempted to blow up the Powder and Bomb- 
Waggons in the confederate Camp at Cour, having been 
tried by a Court of General Officers, and condemned to 
Death for his Crime, was according to his Sentence 
executed, and received the Puniſhment he deſerved. A 
Draught was made out of the whole Army, Horſe, 
Foot, and Dragoons, to be preſent at his Execution. 
His Right Hand was firſt cut off, and burnt before his 
Face, and being afterwards faſtned to a Stake, he was burnt 
alive. Neither his Attempt, nor Execution, are taken 
notice of in the Account which the Paris Gazette gave 
of Proceedings in the Army of the Allies this Cam- 
pagne; from whence we may account for the Silence of 
certain Authors in Events of the greateſt Conſequence, 
where Parties are concerned. 
be R 2 After 
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After his Majeſty, with the confederate Army, had 
continued here as long as Forrage could be had for the 
Army, and that it was time to think of repaſling the 
Sambre, Pioniers were ordered to cut a Way through 
the Wood of Haa, upon the Skirts of the Foreſt of 
 Marlagne, large enough for the Army to march through 
it in two Columns a-breaſt towards that River. The 
ſaid Work being done, the Artillery and Wheel-bag- 
gage of the Army, eſcorted by the Reſerve, were orde- 
red to paſs the Wood on the 24th, and incamp at Fe- 
meppe with the Sambre before them, in order to paſs 
that River the next Day, either before or after the Ar- 
my, as, according to Intelligence, it ſhould be beſt fo 
the Service. | 
On the 25th, the confederate Army left the Camp of 
St. Gerard, in order to repaſs the Sambre, marching in 
four Columns: The main Body had the Van, dividing 
into two at Vynberg and Torcay. The two Columns of 
the Right of Foot beginning at Mynberg and Torcay, 
marched upon the Left, leaving St. Gerard upon the 
Right. The Columns of the left Divifion marched 
upon the Right with the Battalions of  Rhingrave and 
Noyelles at the Head of them, on the other ſide of St. 
Gerard, which they left upon their Left. The right 
Wing of Horſe marched in two Columns, following the 
two Columns of the Right of Foot, only in order to 
take the ſhorteſt way into the Plain, without marching 
over the Brook of St. Gerard; and the left Wing of 

Horſe marched upon the Right, to follow the two Co- 
lumns of the Left of the main Body: When the four 
Columns were got in this order in the Plain beyond St. 
Gerard, then, the four Columns of Foot marched toge- 
ther towards the Wood of Haa; the whole Body of 
Horſe making likewiſe four Columns, and making the 
Rear, leaving the Tower of Libenne upon the Right, and 
the Hamlet upon the Left, paſſed the Bridges made be- 
fore them, leaving the Town of Fofſe upon the Left, 
and marched into the Plain on the other ſide, having the 


Farms 
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Farms of Wallie and Toravizie on the Left, and ſo on 
to the Wood of Haa, where they halted. After this, 
the Left of the Foot and Horſe marched in two Co- 
lumns through the Wood, being followed by the Right 
of the main Body, and right Wing of Horſe, in two 
Columns alſo, and being got to the Banks of the Sam- 
bre, the whole Army paſled that River in two Columns, 
over two Bridges, having Jemeppe on this ſide upon 
the Right, and Fremont on the other upon the Left ; 
thence marched up the Aſcent into the Plain of Fleury, 
where it incamped with the Right towards Feurus, and 
Left towards the Sambre ; his Majeſty's Quarter being in 
the Town of Fleurus, Though the Order was for re- 
paſſing the Sambre over two Bridges, yet as the Army 
got through the Wood to the Banks of it, without any 
attempt from the French Army to diſturb this March, 
orders were ſent to make as many Bridges as could 
conveniently be done for the Army, Artillery, and 
Baggage to paſs the River with the greater Expedition. 
Upon this March of the Army, Parties were ſent ro 
the Cheval Blanc, and Reves, and others upon the 
Height of St. Gerard and towards St. Euſtace, to co- 
ver the Rear of the Army, and alſo to get Intelligence 
of the Motions of the French. Parties were likewiſe 
ordered towards Oigny and Eyſcau, to cover the March 
on the ſide of the Sambre, as the former were to cover 
it towards the Macſe: And on the Eve of it, all Par- 
ties and Detachments poſted in the Front of the Army, 
or to guard the Fords of the Maęſe, were recalled, and 
commanded back to rejoin the confederate Army. 

Upon the firſt Intelligence of the confederate Army's 
being about to repaſs the Sambre, and-that the Artillery 
and heavy Baggage were ordered away before-hand, 
the Mareſchal de Luxembourg ordered the Artillery of 
his Army, which continued incamped upon the Height 
of la Buſjere, to paſs the River the ſame Day, and in- 
camp on the other Side, for the more expeditious March 


of the French Army, ſo as to keep a Head of that of 
Hg " SOS the 
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the Confederates, in marching towards the Scheld; which 
thereupon marched on the ſame Day, Avg. 25. from its 

Camp at Sterce, paſſed the Sambre at la Buſſiere, and 
making a very long March, got as far as the Camp of 
Felui and Arkenne, marching no leſs than eight Leagues 
that Day ; whereby it not only covered Mons, but alſo 
got ſo much the nearer to the Scheld to cover Flanders, 

when the confederate Army ſhould march that way. 
The Right of the French Army in this Camp, made the 
Left of it at Arkenne; and the Left, which made the 
Right in this Camp, was at Rheulx, having Famille 
Rhæulx in the Rear, the Wood of Enne in Front, Se- 
neff before the Center; Felui, which made the Head- 
quarter, being in the Rear of the Left. 

On the ſame Day that the French Army took this 
long and extraordinary March, his Majeſty having no 
proſpect of any Enterprize for the Remainder of this 
Campagne, ordered the confederate Army to march 
upon the Right in two Columns no farther than Melle, 
In marching out of the Camp the Army moved for- 
wards, thereby to leave the Wood of Grandſolre upon 
the Right, and thence by the Plain into the Camp, leav- 
ing the Buſhes of Velaine and Fleurus upon the Left, and 
St. Amand's Tree upon the Right. The Artillery, his 
Majeſty's, and Court-Baggage, and Bread-Waggons, 
marched in a third Column upon the Right of the ſe- 
cond. The Landtgrave's, with that of the Lines, made 
a fourth upon the Right of all, having the Baggage of 
the Generals of the right Wing at the Head, and that 
of the Generals of the left Wing in the Rear, The Re- 
ſerve marched in the Rear of all, to cover the Artillery 
and Baggage. The Right of this Camp was at the 
Cenſes, or Farms, of the Chaſteau beyond St. Amand; 
Fleurus before the Left, and Melle, where was his Ma- 
jeſty's Quarter, in the Front of the mam Body. The 
confederate Army lay incamped now almoſt in the ſame 
Ground, where Prince Valdect, at the Head of it, was 
routed the Campagne before by the Mareſchal de Lux- 
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embourg on the 21ſt of Jane. As the Number of the 
Slain was very great, ſo had they not been ſo carefully 
buried, but ſeveral Sculls and Bones were ſtill to be 
ſeen here and there above-ground. To this unfortunate 
Battle for the Allies, the French owed all the Succeſſes 
they had gained in the Sequel of that War in Flanders, 
if not every where elſe. 

Prince Waldeck was very much inferior to the French in 
Numbers : His Army not above twenty-five thouſand 
ſtrong, the Brandenbourg Troops not having yet joined 
him, nor the Engliſb, who were ſtill in their Garriſon 
at Ghendt, becauſe their Field-equipages were not yet 
ready. The great Care that was taken of the Army in 
Ireland, where his Majeſty was in Perſon, occaſioned, in 
all likelihood, this backwardneſs of the Engliſb in taking 
the Field in Handers, for want of timely Neceſſaries for 
that purpoſe. The national Credit was then at low Ebb, 
and the Premium and Intereſt for ready Money upon 
the Funds went very high, which makes it no wonder if 
the Engliſh Forces were ſo late in taking the Field that 
Campagne. The French Army was about forty thouſand 
ſtrong ; which made Prince Waldect take defenſive Mea- 
ſures at the beginning of the Campagne; ſo that tho? the 
French had their general Rendezvous in the Neighbour- 
hood of Courtray, yet the confederate Army aſſembled 
in the Neighbourhood of Bruſſelles, from whence Prince 
Waldeck marched to Havre, and thence got as faſt as he 
could into the ſtrong Camp of Pieton upon the Sambre, 
expecting thereby to have broke the Meaſures of the 
French for that Campagne. But his taking Poſt. in this 
ſtrong Camp, which the Prince would not readily part 
with, occaſioned the Project among the French, of at- 
tacking of him with their ſuperior Army, if he quitted 
this ſtrong Camp to defend the Country; or if he did 
not, of putting the whole Country under Contribution. 
To this end, the Duke of Luxembourg haſtened with the 
French Army towards the Sambre, which he paſſed on the 


16th of June, and incamped at Boſſu and Wallcourt, and 
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the next Day incamped at Gerpynes, where he was joined 
by twelve thouſand Men and thirty Field-pieces from the 
ſeparate Army, which the Marquis de Bouflers com- 
manded on the fide of the Mazſe, From this Camp of 
Gerpynes, the Mareſchal de Luxembourg poſting himſelf 
at the Head of fifteen thouſand Men of his Army, 
marched on the 19th to take Poſt on the Banks of the 

Sambre; and the reſt of his Army followed, and incam 
ed upon the Height of Aveloy, near the Abbey of Oigny, 
in order to paſs the River, at the ſame Place where the 
Confederates repaſſed it the Year following, as I have 
now mentioned, between Jameppe and Fremont, where 
the Duke of Luxembourg got before-hand by ten in the 
Morning, whence, with his Dragoons, he diſlodged ſe- 
veral Detachments of the Confederates, poſted in ſome 
Redoubts made to defend this Paſſage of the River; 
but the Artillery and main of his Army did not get to 

this Place till three in the Afternoon, by reaſon of the 
Difficulty of the Way ; where, upon the Arrival of the 
f his Army, he immediately cauſed two Bridges 
to be laid for the Army to paſs the River, the Paſſage of 
which was now cleard by his driving the Detachments 

of the Confederates out of the Redoubts that defended it. 
It appears by this Account, that the Mareſchal de 
Luxembourg took up four Days in paſſing and repaſſing 
the Sambre; whereas Prince Valdeck made but one 
March from his Camp at Picton to Melle, and might 
have got to the Camp of Veillaine in that March, and 
thence have oppoſed the Paſſage of the River by the 
French ; which would have been a great Advantage to 
his inferior Army, which, it is very probable, would 
have forced the French to lay that Deſign aſide. To ex- 
cuſe this falſe Step, as I may venture to call it, it was 
ſaid, that Prince Waldeck knew nothing of the Rein- 
forcement Luxembourg had received after his paſſing of 
the Sambre, from the Marquis de Bouflers. But Prince 
Waldeck, inſtead of marching to this Camp of Veillaine, 
from whence he might have oppoſed with his whole 
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Army the Paſſage of the French over the Sambre, he 
\ contented himſelf with ordering upon his March the 
Count de Berlo, with a Detachment of Horſe and Dra- 
goons, to obſerve the Motions of the French. And up- 
on his coming to the Camp of Melle, having more cer- 
tain Intelligence, he detached General Hodorf with a 
good Body of Horſe, to diſpute the Paſſage of the Ri- 
ver to the French; but too late, the Mareſchal de Lux- 
embourg being got over with his Vanguard, before the 
coming of Flodorf ; and with it, firſt defeated the Count 
de Berlo, a brave Officer, who was unfortunately killed; 
and after that General Flodorf with his Body of Horſe. 
Whatever General Flodorf's Behaviour was in this Action, 
the Miſcarriage of that Day, was imputed to his want 
of making a better Oppoſition with the Body under his 
Command: For which he was not long after diſmiſſed 
the Service. However, Prince Waldeck, who on the O- 
ver- night had advanced to this Camp of Mz!!z, and 
drawn up his Army in the Plain of Heury, to ſuſtain 
General Flodorf, in the Reſiſtance which was expected 
from him, found himſelf, by Flodorf*s Defeat, ketch'd 
with his Army, as if he had appointed before-hand to 
have met the ſuperior French Army in this Place, with 
all the Diſadvantages that could be on his fide. As ir 
was now too late for the Prince to take other Meaſures, 
and there being no retreat, he poſted his Army in the 
moſt advantagious Manner he could in that Field of 
Battle; poſting ſtrong Detachments of Foot in the Vil- 
lages that lay before him; and no leſs than eight hun- 
dred in the Chaſteau de St. Anand, which lay upon his 

Left, and the Village of St. Amand before his Center, 
But as the Odds were too great, after the Reinforcement 
which Mareſchal de Luxembourg had received from Bou- 
flers, ſo this experienced General, inſtead of attacking 
theſe Detachments in their Out-poſts, whence, if che 
Lay had been more equal, they would have very much 
galled his Army, he neglected them, to loſe no time. 


And as, till now, he had concealed his Superiority as 
8 | much 
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much as he could, by not outwinging Prince Waldect”s 
Army either upon the Right or Left, he now ordered 
theſe Troops, which would have ſhewn the Inequality if 
they had not been drawn up ina thud Line in his Rear, 
to march towards the Prince's Left, without meddling 
with Prince Waldeck's Infantry, poſted in the Villages; 
and attacking him, by his now outwinging his Left, in 
Front, Flank, and Rear at once. Though there was 
hardly any remedy in that Prince's preſent caſe, yet he 
drew off all the Horſe he could from the ſecond Line 
of his right Wing, to reinforce his Left, and extend it, 


if poſſible, equal to the Right of the French; but as 


Succeſs would have been beyond expectation, ſo this 
Shift had no other ſucceſs, but that of making his left 
Wing bold out a little the longer. The right Wing be— 
ing charged, could make but little Reſiſtance, being in 
a manner reduced to a ſingle Line of Horſe 3 and thus 
the Body of Foot being left open to all the French Ca- 
valry, after the Defeat of both the Wings of Prince 
Waldeck's Army; as it was undoubtedly the beſt diſci- 
plin'd Body of Foot in Europe, ſo it made in this Ex- 


tremity, in an open Country, in preſence of all the 


French victorious Cavalry, and without any help from 
their own, the fineſt Retreat that could poſſibly be 
made; which they could not have done, if they had not 
deſerved the Character 1 have given of them; but 
drawing up in ſquare Battalions, or rather I ſhould. ſay. 
in one, capable of facing every way, as the French Horſe 
came up ſometime in the Rear, ſometime upon the 
Right, and ſometime upon the Left, and ſometime on 
every ſide, trying to force in upon them and break them, 
they had a good Front of Pikes, and a plentiful Fire 
ready to receive them; inſomuch that after many fruit- 


| leſs Endeavours, to break this invincible Body of Foot, 


the Duke of Luxembourg thought beſt to let them march 
off, making their Retreat by Nivelle (as the beſt ſhel- 
tered Way) to cover them in their March towards Bru/- 
ſelles, though not the ſhorteſt, And the French General 

having 
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having ordered his Army to leave off the Purſuit, drew 
ir up in two Lines in the Field of Battle, as ſoon as his 
Artillery was come up; which I cannot find to have 
had any thing to do in this great Day for the French, or 
elſe it might have been very troubleſome ro the Dutch 
Infantry in its Retreat: And then gave three Saluo's, or 
general Vollies of the Fire of his Army in token of his 
Victory. The French Cavalry gained by this Victory 
ſuch an Aſcendant over the Dutch Horſe, as could not 
be recovered in the Sequel of that War, And if their 
.Caſe was then, as J have had it repreſented, it is no won- 
der. For the Cavalry: had no other Fund for recruiting, 
but the ordinary Fund of every Regiment or Troop, 
which as it could not always muſter full, was thereby 
to ſupply all Contingencies ; fo that if a Regiment of 
Hor ſe ſuffered any great Loſs in an Action, it was in a 
manner broke by it. After the Battle of Landen, his 
Majeſty prevailed with the States to have them put, 
with reſpect to Contingencies, upon the ſame Foot with 
the Engliþ Horſe; fo that whatever Horſes were loſt in 
any Action, the remounting was to be at the Charge of 
the State, without bearing upon the ordinary Fund for 
any Regiment or Troop of Horſe, This Action of his 
. Majeſty's was ſo acceptable to all the Dutch Cavalry, that 
in return of their Gratitude, they had an Orange - co- 


loured Scarf tied about the Point of the Standard- ſtaff, 


and flying above it: At leaſt, this is the Account I had 
of it. But ſtill, when the French Army was got ſo far, 
that, by reaſon of Prince Waldeck's not parting with his 
Camp at Pieton ſoon enough he could not hinder their paſ- 
ſing the Sambre, yet the ſaid Prince need not have come to 


a Battle; bur have retired by Nivelle, and the covered 


Country towards Brufſelles, and ſo to Louvain ; and 
. thence have joined the Braudenbourg Forces he expected 
under the Command of Veltmareſchal Fleming. After 
- which Junction, notwithſtanding the great Loſs his Army 


ſuffered by the Battle of Fleurus, it was then, ſtrong e- 


nough to oblige the French to act defenſively the — 
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der of that Campagne. What then could not Prince 


Maldeck have done if he had avoided fighting? The 


French might have raiſed Contributions, after ſuch a Re- 
treat, without Oppoſition, all over the Country towards 


the Macſe and the Sambre ; but did they not do it with 


much more Advantage by their Victory, than they 


could have done without it? It was ſaid, that the Coun» 


cil at Bruſſelles prevailed with Prince Waldeck, after the 
French had gained their point in paſling the Sambre, to 
run the Risk of a Battle, rather than have the Country 
expoſed to their Incurfions. But was it not more ex- 
poſed by the Loſs of the Battle, than it could otherwiſe 
have been? As it 1s not probable that the French could 
have undertaken the Siege of Charleroy or Namur, when, 
after the Junction of the Brandenbourg Forces, Prince 
Waldeck's Army muſt have been ſo much ſuperior to 
them; ſo after their having paſſed the Sambre, they were 


got within the Frontier ſtrong Towns of the Confederates, 
and cut off from any Communication with their own; 
' which would have allowed them but little time for com- 


mitting Depredations in the open Countries. If the State 
of our Affairs in Ireland had been duly conſidered at the 
ſame Time, ſurely the running the Risk of that Battle 


could never have been more unſeaſonable. If the Vic- 
tory at the Boyne had been obtained before this unfortu- 
nate Battle, the fighting of it had been more excuſable: 


To which Victory we may therefore aſcribe the Succeſs 
of the Revolution in England, and the fecure Eſtabliſh- 
ment of his Majeſty and his Proteſtant Sueceſſors upon 


the Throne. As it is very obſervable, that the Battle 


of Fleurus, the Boyne, and the Sea- fight off Beacby- bead, 
were very near one another in point of Time ; ſo if that 


of the Boyne had been all of a- piece with the other two, 


the Revolution in England would, in all likelihood, have 
taken a very different Turn from what it did; and our 
Religion, Laws, and Liberties, muſt have been in greater 


Danger than ever. 


His 


( 133;) 

His Majeſty's Army being now incamped almoſt on 
the ſame Spot of Ground where the French had obtained 
ſo great a Victory the Campagne before, his Majeſty 
did not think fit to give them any Temptation to attack 
him again in a Place where they had met with ſo conſi- 
derable a Succeſs : and therefore retained the Landt- 
grave's and Brandenbourg Forces till he had left it, to 
march towards the Scheld, Upon his Majeſty's March 
with the confederate Army to this Camp, the Duke of 
Luxembourg, with the French Army, made a ſhort 
March to Soignies, incamping with the Right at the 
Brook that falls from Cochie Noſtre Dame to Horn, and 
Left againſt the Wood of Naſt, Soignies the Head-quar- 
ter in the Rear of the Center, but having ordered as 
much of the Corn at Nivelle as could be carried off, to 

be taken away, he ordered-it to be diſtributed in his Ar- 

my the Day before his March to this Camp of Soigntes. 

On the 28th, the confederate Army marched upon 
the Right in two Columns, by the Overtures and Bridges 
that had been made upon the Left of the Village of 
Frarine, and thence into the Plain, leaving the Wood of 
Buſſy upon the Left towards Genappe, and the. Hermi- 
tage upon the Right, it then paſſed the Dyle aboye Ge- 
nappe, over two Bridges between Lambagne and. that 
Town ; and getting into the Plain-on the other Side, it 
marched on, leaving Promelles and the Cenſe d' Elliu- 
court upon the Left, and the Cenſe of Neuf Court and 
Witerſy upon the Right, and ſo incamped as it ſtood 
upon the March, with the Right towards Brenne le 
Cbaſteau, and the Left at the Abbey of Bois Seigneur 
Iſaac in Front, where was his Majeſty's Quarter. The 
Artillery marched by the Road from Charleroy. to Bru/- 
ſelles, through the Village of Frarine; but when it was 
got to the Wood of Buſy, it leſt that Road for the 
March of the two Columns of the Army, and took to 
the Right, inclining to the Left, till it was clear of the 
March of the two Columns; after which it got again 
into the ſame Road at the Gallows of Genappe, where 
In - getting 
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getting upon the Cauſey it marched through the Town, 


paſſing the Dyle over the Bridge, and from the King's 
Houſe it wheeled upon the Left by the Village of Op- 
hain into the Camp. The heavy Baggage marched 


by the Road from Namur to Bruſſelles, in order to join 
the Army at Lembeck _— on the other Side of the 
ſi 


Senne, having a very good Eſcorte to guard it, which 
incamped with it that Night. The Army made| a 
great March this Day, with a Deſign to have paſſed, if 

acticable, the Defile of Brenne le Chaſteau the ſame 
Day-3 which as it could not be. compaſſed, ſo it was 
ordered to incamp, as I have now mentioned, juſt as it 


- ſtood without any farther marking of a Camp, in order 


to march early the next Morning. 21 
Veltmareſchal General Fleming with the Brandenbourg 


Forces, and the Landtgrave with his, left the confede- 


rate Army as it marched from Mellé, taking their March 


towards Namur, where they were to repaſs the Maeſe, 


and with the Liege Forces commanded by Prince Cer- 


claes of Tilly, were to obſerve the Motions of the Mar- 


quis de Bouflers, and the Army under his Command on 


the other ſide of that River. The ſame Day the Earl of 
Batb's Regiment, commanded by Sir Bevil Granville 
- Lieutenant-Colonel, having ſuffered very much by Sick- 
neſs this Campagne, was ordered into Winter-quarters 


at Maeſtricht. The Reſerve in this March was ordered 


to be upon the Right an Hour before Day, to take Poſt 


and march with the right Wing of Horſe, in lieu of the 


Brandenbourg and Heſſe Troops, which left the confede- 
rate Army the ſame Day, as now mentioned. The little 
' Town of Genappe mentioned in this March, whilſt the 
Dukes of Lorrain were alſo Dukes of Brabant, made 


part of the Dutchy of Lorrain, having in it to this Day 


a Court of Judicature, called the High- Court of Lor- 


raine.. | 


Lewis XI, whilſt Dauphin of France, took, for refuge, 


to this Place, during the Anger of his- Father Charles VII, 
putting himſelf under the Protection of Philippe the 


Good 
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Good Duke of Burgundy, where he lived with his Dau- 
phineſs about five Years, and had ſome Children that 
were born at this Place: And as there is mention made 
of the King's Houle in the order of this March, I am 
apt to think that the Dauphin lived here after he was 
King of France, and that this was the Place where he re- 
ſided. | Up" | | 

The ſame Day that the confederate Army incamped 
at Bois Seigneur Iſaac, the Mareſchal ds Luxembourg 
marched with the French Army from Soignies as far as 
Gamorache in ſix Columns, upon the Left. The Column 
upon the Right was for the left Wing of Horſe, which 
took its March by the Road from. Naſt to Brenne le 
Comte, and leaving it upon the Right, it paſſed the 
Bridge of Stordoi, to follow the Way that goes to lit- 
tle Engbien, and going by the Gallows of Herinnes, it 
marched through the Village, leaving the Brook that 
comes from Gamorache upon the Left, and Tolbect 
upon the Right, marched. into the Camp. The ſecond 
Column was for the Left of the Body of Foot, and 
marching by the Rear of its Camp, and keeping to the 
Way that goes from Soignies to Brenne le Comte, it marched 
through. the Wood, and then wheeling to the Left, it 
paſſed the Brook from Brenne to Petit Rhæulx, and leav- 
ing Steentirk upon the Jeft, and the Bridge of Stordot 
upon the Right, it marched over a Bridge made for the 
eaſier and ſhorter, Paſſage over the Meadows, and thence 
over the Fields, and by the Overtures cut in the Hedges 
between little Enghien and Vavel, and keeping the felt 
Wing of Horſe upon the Right, and Eugbien upon the 
Left, it marched on near to Herinnes, and fo on by 
Tolbeck into the Camp. The third Column was for the 
Baggage of the General Officers of the left Wing of 
Horſe, and Left of the Body of. Foot. This Column 
marched by the Bridge that had been laid over the Brook 
of Soignies near Chauxfours, thence over the Bridge of 
Steenkirk, leaving the Village and the Chaſteau of Wai- © 


vell upon the Right, and the Road to Hoves upon _» 
| Left; 


Left; and marched on by the Head of the Park at Eu- 
gbien; then paſſing through the Town, and leavin 
Marck apon the Left, and marching on to the Windmill, 
it followed thence the way to Tolbeck, leaving the  Vil- 
lage upon the” Right, and then paſſing the Brook be- 
tween the Chaſteau of Tolbeck and Gamorache, it got into 
the Camp. | 
The fourth Column was for the Right of the Body 
of Foot. This Column =_ over the-Bridge that had 
been made in the Rear of the ſecond Line,. on the Left 
of the Road from Soignies to Sleenkirk, and being got. to 
Blancfoſſe, it marched over the Fields, having the Way 
to Hoves upon the Left; then paſſed the Brook between 
Hoves and the Park of Enghien, then went on along the 
Hedges of Marck, keeping them upon the Left, and 
being paſſed them, got into the Plain of the Camp. The 
fifth Column was for the Artillery and Baggage of the 
Tight Wing of Horſe, and Right of the Body of Foot. 
This Column paſſed by the Cenſe of Longpont, keeping 
Cochie No be Danke upon the Left, and marching by the 
Cauſey till it got into the Way to Marck, marched 
through the Village, and kept to the Road that goes to 
Gamorache, and paſſing over the Bridge marched into the 


Camp. The ſixth and laſt Column was for the right 


Wing of Horſe, having the King's Houſhold at the 
Head of it. It marched out of the Camp beyond the 
Park of the Train, thence paſſed the Brook that comes 
from Neuville, by a Bridge that had. been laid above 
Long pont, to go to Cochie Noſtre Dame, and marchin 

through the Wood of Enghien, and thence to Labbian, 
it left Marck and the Brook that goes by it upon the 
Right, going on to St. Peters, which it left likewiſe up- 


on the Right, thence marched by the Way that goes to 


Viane, where it paſſed the Brook, and leaving Grimi up- 
on the Left it marched on to Zomberg, where it incamp- 
ed. As ſoon as the Train of Artillery was got to Ga- 
morache, the Pontoons were brought to make a Bridge 
between Gamorache and Zomberg. The left Wing of 


Horſe 
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— . and Left of Foot, which made the right Column 


in their March, halted in going out of the Camp to 
give due time to the Column of Baggage which it co- 
vered, to march firſt clear out of the Camp; and the 
Marquis de Joyeuſe, who commanded this Wing, orde- 
red two hundred Horſe to remain between little Enghien 
and Kenaſtre, till all the Baggage was marched off ſafe 
out of the Camp. * — | 

The Mareſchal de Luxembourg having learned upon 
this March, that the confederate Army did not incamp 
at Genappe and Promelles as he expected, but was march- 
ing farther towards Brenne le Chaſteau, to prevent the 
ſaid Army's getting to Ninove before him, he did not 
think fit to incamp on that ſide of the Brook of Game- 
rage, but reſolved to march on and paſs the ſaid Brook; 
where, as the Pontoons were ready laid, he advanced 
with his right Wing to Zomberg, extending as far as the 
Mill of Pollare; and the Artillery and heavy Baggage 
continued to march on by the Way that goes to Gra- 
mont. He ordered at the ſame time nine Bridges to be 
laid or repaired over the Dender that very Night, for his 
Army to paſs it the next Morning : which being done, 
he incamped on the other fide, having Ninove upon his 
Right, and his Left at Gramont, Apleterre the Head- 

quarter, lying between the two Lines. As this was a 
long and tireſome March from Soignies to this Camp, 
either the French General had a mind by this Expedition 
to prevent the confederate Army's falling upon his Rear 
in paſſing the Dender, or he was already laying his 
Scheme, which he ſhortly after put in Execution, of attack- 
ing the Rear of the confederate Army, of which we are 
to give an Account in the Sequel of this Campagne, 
now drawing to a Concluſion. | | 

The former is moſt likely, becauſe it was his Majeſty's 
Intention to have reached Engbien with his Army, the 
very next Day after he incamped at Brenne le Chaſteau, 
and Bois Seigneur Jaac; but the Defiles and difficult 


Paſſes over the Brook below —_ le Cbaſteau, m— 
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the March of the Army ſo much, that he could reach 
no farther than the Camp at Lembeck. It is alſo not im- 
probable, that the Duke of Luxembourg, when he re- 
ſolved to paſs the Dender in ſuch haſte, and incamp on 


- the other Side, was not yet apprized (though he was 


ſeldom wanting in a quick Intelligence) of the Eran— 
genbourg and Heſſe Forces having left the confederate 
Army the Day before; which made him ſo much the 
more careful, to give no opportunity to the confederate 
Army to fall upon his Rear ; which might have been 
done, if the ſaid Army could have reached : Enghien the 
Day after its coming to Bois Seigneur 1/aac, and Brenne 
le Chaſteau. 

That March was on the 29th, when the confederate 
Army marched in two Columns upon the Right, by the 
Overtures made by Prince Waldeck through the Wood, 
on the Right of the Road to Bois Seigneur Iſaac, from 
whence the Army deſcended the Hill, and paſſed the 
Brook of Brenne upon the Bridges that had been laid, 
leaving Brenne le Chaſteau upon the Left; and from 
thence marched up the Aſcent on the other fide, and 
having the CO” of St. Croix on the Left, and the 
Houſe of Walrad likewiſe upon the Leſt, it marched 
down towards the Senne, paſſing it over two Bridges of 
Boats between Halle on the Right, and Lembeck on the 


| Left; whence it marched up by the Overtures made up- 


on the Left of the Gallows of Lembeck into the Camp. 
The Artillery, and King's Baggage, and that of the Ge- 
nerals, paſſed the Brook of Brenne upon the Right of 


the two Columns of the Army, and keeping the Senne 


upon the Left, it paſſed that River at Halle, and thence 
to the Camp, The heavy Baggage of the Army which 
had been ſent off, upon the March from Mellz to Bois 
Seigneur Iſaac, joined the Army again in this Camp. 
Seeing the Army could not reach Eugbien in this March, 
it was concluded that, after having paſſed the Senne, it 
ſhould incamp with Noſtre Dame de Halle in the Rear of 
the Right, and Tubiſe of the Left, the King's Quarter 

| f af 
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at Lembeck. As the Country farther towards Enghien 
is cloſe and woody, the Army could not 'incamp nearer 
Eugbien this Night. | | 
The goth or 31ſt, which 1 cannot find in my Collec- 
tion, the confederate Army marched upon the Right in 
two Columns towards Exgbien, the right Wing in march- 
ing out doubling upon the Front, as far as the Gallows 
of Lembeck, which it left upon the Right; from whence 
it marched by the Way made the former Campagnes 
through the Woods towards Enghien, leaving Hautecroix 
upon the Right. The Artillery, Sc. marched in a third 
Column upon the Left of the other two, getting into the 
Way that goes to Tillien, from whence it marched along 
the Road from Halle to Engbien, having all along the 
Columns of the Army upon the Right. The Army in- 
camped after this March with Marck before the Right, 
the Left between Herines and Steinkirk, his Majeſty's 
Quarter being at Engbien. Care was taken in this March 
to ſend Parties towards Goick and Caſter to cover it, and 
a ſtrong Detachment was poſted upon the Height before 
the Left, to cover the Rear of the March. It appears 
by this. Diſpoſition of Parties towards Goick and Caſter, 
that his Majeſty knew very well that the French Army 
would be at Nizove at the time that the confederate Ar- 
my ſhould get the Camp at Enghien , which may be the 
true Reaſon why his Majeſty did not-attempt to reach 
that Camp the March before, not to harraſs his Troops 
to no purpoſe; after that the. French Army, by Luxem- 
bourg's great Diligence, was paſt the Dender before the 
confederate Army could have reached the Rear of the 
French to moleſt it. | 
That famous General of the French Army in the 
Campagnes before the Peace of Nimeguen, the Prince of 
Conde, but in his Father's Life-time the Duke of Eu- 
gbien, (and was ſo called at the Battle of Rocroy, where 
he obtained a very ſignal Victory over Don Franciſco de 
Mello, Governour of the Spanif Netherlands ) derived 
that Title from this little 2 The Title of _— 
2 O 


. 
of Conde, together with the Lordſhip of Enghien, de- 
ſcended to the Branch of the Houſe of Bourbon by the 
Dukes of Yendime, of which the Princes of Conde were a 
collateral Branch, as the King's of Navarre, whoſe Suc- 
ceſſors are now Kings of France, are the direct; and 
had, together with the Dukes of Mont penſier, another 


Branch of the Line of Yendome, very great Revenues in 


theſe Countries. Thus it 1s, that one of the collateral 
Lines of the Bourbons of YVendome, came to bear the 
Title of Princes of Conde and Dukes of Enghien, both 
in the Province of Hainault: But who was Maſter ei- 
ther of Conde or Enghien at this time, as to the Mannors 


and Lordſhips, I cannot tell. It is very likely that they 


both belonged to the King of Spain by Seizure, occa- 
ſioned by the many Wars which followed between the 
two Crowns in theſe Countries. There are very noble 
Gardens and Walks at Engbien, and a conſiderable Park. 
The preſent Duke of Bourbon did not think fit to bear 
the Title of Duke of Engbien in his Father's Life-time, 
nor upon his Death has he bore the Title of Prince of 
Condé, looking (as I ſuppoſe ) upon the Title of Duke 
of Bourbon as the greater Honour. Conde is a ſmall 
Town, but ſtrong , ſituated where the River Haiſne 
falls into the Scheld, between Mons and Valenciennes. 

On the firſt of September in the Evening, the Artillery 


and heavy Baggage were commanded away, in order for 


the Army to march early the following Day. The 
Artillery and heavy Baggage of the right Wing of 
Horſe, and Body of Foot, paſſed the Marck ( the Name 


I ſuppoſe of the Brook that goes by Enghien) between 


the Village of Marck upon the Right, and Enghien 
upon the Left, and then drew up, upon the Lett of 
the Road that goes from Engbien to Cambron; and the 
heavy Baggage of the left Wing marched by the Road 


along the Park, and joyned the Artillery on the other 
ſide of the Town, b 


The 
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The ſecond, the Army marched upon the Left in two 


Columns, doubling upon the Front of the Camp, to 
get by the Bridges that had been laid over the Marck, 
and thence leaving the Town upon the Left, and the 
Village of Marck upon the Right, it croſſed the Plain 
by the Overtures made upon the Right of the Road to 
Cambron, keeping the Columns of the Artillery and 
heavy Baggage upon the Left. Thence the two Co- 
lumns marched on till they came near Silly, after which 
they croſſed the Plain, m_— towards the Windmill 
of Ghuilenghien ; and leaving Helbeck upon the Right, 
and Silly on the Left, they marched into the Camp. 
The King's Baggage and that of the General Officers, 
marched out of Engbien before Day to join the Artillery. 
As ſoon as the Head of the two Columns began to 
move, the Artillery marched from the Place where it had 
lain the Over- night, keeping the two Columns of the 
2 the Right, and was followed by his Majeſty's 
and the Court Baggage, and that of the Generals. And 
the Baggage of the Army marched upon a fourth Co- 
lumn upon the Left of the Artillery, by the Way that 
had been cut in the two former Campagnes. The Rear- 
guard marched with the Baggage, and ſtrong Parties 
were ordered upon the Left towards Mons, to cover it a- 
gainſt any French Parties from that Garriſon. The Right 
of this Camp extended towards the Lower Dender, and 
Left towards the Upper Dender, having the River be- 
fore it. His Majeſty's Quarter was at Ghiſlenghien. 

The third, the confederate Army marched upon the 
Left, in two Columns. In getting out of the Camp, it 
moved forwards to the Overtures and Bridges made up- 
on the Right of the Village of Melin, thence marched 
along the Road from Bruſſelles to Aetb, and leaving the 
Wood of Rhinardt, it paſſed the Dender below Aeth, . 
over the Bridges laid there, and thence marched into the 
Camp on the other fide. The Artillery, his Majeſty's 
and Court Baggage at Ghifenghien, and Generals at Hel- 
beck, marched along the Road from Bruſſelles to Aeth, 

Keeping 
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keeping the two Columns of the Army upon the Right 
as far as the Wood of Rbinardt, and then inclining to 
the Left, and leaving the Wood upon the Right, it 
came into the ſaid Road again, and marched through the 
Town of Acth, going in by the £-uf/e!!2s Porte, and 


going out at that of Journay, and ſo got into the Camp. 


The Baggage of tie Army marched upon the Left of 
the Artillery, leaving the Village of Melin upon the 
Right, and coming near to Aeth, it halted till the two 
Columns of the Army were paſſed the Dender, and then 
paſſed over the ſame Bridges after it, and ſo to the 
Camp. The Right of this Camp extended below Aeth, 
the Left at Ligne, Irchonwel! the King's Quarter: The 
little River or Brook of that Name in the Rear as far as 
Aeth, where it falls into the Dender. A ſtrong Rear- 
guard was left upon the Height of. Silhh, whence it fol- 
lowed the Baggage to the Camp., 

As the Memoirs which Monſieur de Rhobethon, at 
that time Secretary to the Baron de Schuln, Envoy of 
Hanover and Zell, and Colonel Zobel Aide de Camp to 
Count Solmes, End at this Camp, I cannot be ſo exact in 
the Account J ſhall give of the Remainder of this Cam- 
pagne. For as his Majeſty left the Army from the next 
Camp at Lenze, attended by all the foreign Minifters, 
and by Count Solmes General of the Foot, theſe two 
Gentlemen kept their Journal no farther than this 
Camp. 5 | 

Nothwithſtanding that I cannot find any mention at 
all of putting a good Convoy in the Town of Aeth at 
this time, yet, as I find it mentioned in the Paris Ga- 
Zelte, I may venture to ſay, that the Occaſion of the 
confederate Army's marching by Enghien, a-croſs the 
March of the French Army to Ninove, was on purpoſe 
to put a ſufficient Convoy of Stores, Ammunition, and 
Proviſions in it, and leave the Troops that were to have 
their Winter-quarters there, to march into it.  Aeth, 
ever fince the taking of Mons, was very much expoſed 
on that ſide, as it was before by the Neighbourhood of 


A Tournay, 
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Tourna y, ly ing almoſt at an equal diſtance between them; 
ſo that there was no other way of getting a ſufficient 
Convoy and Garriſon into it. Upon the confederate 
Army's coming to this Camp, the Duke of Luxem- 
Bourg, who, upon his coming to Ninove, had ordered 
no leſs than fifreen Bridges to be laid upon the Brook 
of Ancre, ready for that purpoſe, marched from this 
Camp at Ninove the ſame Day over that Brook, and 
drew nearer to Aeth with his Army, to incamp at LV 
ines, having the Right of his Army at Hamede, and left 
at Leſſines, where he had his Head-quarter. In this 
Camp he divided his Artillery into Brigades, and made 
them incamp at the Head of the ſeveral! Brigades of his 
Army. On the 6th, the confederate Army made a 
ſhort March, and incamped higher up the Dender above 
Aeth, which River I ſuppoſe it repaſſed at the ſame 
time, ſeeing there is no mention of either of the Armies. 
aſſing of it, in the Account of the Action at Leuze, 
when the Mareſchal de Luxembourg fell upon Prince 
Waldeck's Rear: The Head-quarter in this Camp was at 
Leuze, a little walled Town on the Upper Dender. The 
following Day his Majeſty left the confederate Army, 
in order to repair to his Royal Palace at Loo, and went 
that Day to Yilvorde, upon the Canal of Bruſſelles, with 
2 ſtrong Eſcorte of about twenty Squadrons of Horſe, 
beſides his Life-Guards, which had been. ſent off before, 
to lie between Yilvorde and Breda, and farther towards 
Loo. As all the foreign Miniſters left the Army at the 
ſame time, ſo alſo did Prince Yaudemont, to avoid any 
Conteſt with Prince Valdeck for the Command of the 
Army in his Majeſty's Abſence. Count Solmes, General 
of the Foot, attended the King in his Journey to Loo, 
where his Majeſty arrived on the 9th. | | 
The Mareſchal de Luxembourg having certain advice 
that the confederate Army was marched higher up the 
Dender, and incamped on the other ſide at Leuze, de- 
camped with the French Army from Læſſines, and marched 


with it to Renai, incamping upon ſeveral Lines with the 
Right 
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Right at Watripont, and Left at Bianfault, Renai the 
Head-quarter, lying in the Rear of the Center. On the 
8th, he marched higher up the Scheld with the French 
Army towards Tournay, and incamped at Herines near 
St. Antoign and Mount Trinity, in two Lines, the Right 
and Head-quarter at Herines, and the Left at the Bridge 
of Laye. ; | 

It Gets by this March of the French Army from 
Leſſines to Renay, and farther up the Scheld towards 
Tournay, upon the confederate Army's marching to the 
Camp at Leuze, which put the two Armies at a greater 
diſtance than they were before, that Luxembourg did not 
deſire to hinder his Majeſty's Journey to Loo, by his 
continuing any longer in his Camp at Leſſines; ſeeing it 
is not likely that his Majeſty would have left the Army 
whilſt the French were ſo near as they were at Leſinis; 
and carried Prince Vaudemont, a very experienced Gene- 
ral, in whom he placed no ſmall Confidence, along with 
him; that he had then his Deſign in view of falling up- 
on Prince Waldeck's Rear. We may alſo gather from it, 
that the French General did not deſire his Majeſty ſhould 
have any thing to do in the Management of the Cards, 


in the Game he was going to play. It appears farther, 
that the March of the French higher up the Scheld, and 


more towards Tournay, was only a Feint, as if done on 
purpoſe to avoid any Action between the two Armies; 
and it is not improbable that his Majeſty, by his leaving 
the Army, had the ſame Opinion of it, which made him 
the more readily go to Loo to follow his Diverſion of 
hunting the Stag, with which his Majeſty was —_— 
fully delighted, Burt, be that as it will, as ſoon as the 
French Army was got on the 8th to Herines, the Ma- 
reſchal de Luxembourg ordered all the Horſe of the 
King's Houſhold, the Gens d'armerie, and 2uad!s Bri- 
gade of Horſe, making together upwards of thirty 
Squadrons, beſides the Reſerve commanded by Monſieur 
@ Auger, and ſix Squadrons of Horſe, which had incam 

ed near Tournay for ſome time, under the Command of 


the 
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the Marquis de Yillars, to march forward that very 
Night as far as the Abbey of San/oye ; where he orde- 
red the Marquis de Mar/illi, with four hundred Horſe, 

art of them of the Houſhold, and part of Carabiniers 
and Light-Horſe, to march all Night cowards Leuze, 
and get Intelligence of the Motions of the confederate 
Army, and to get as near their Camp as poſſibly he 
could. Early in the Morning on the gth, Luxembourg 
marched, with the Troops poſted at the Abbey of San- 
foye, towards Antoing, to order a proper Camp for his 
Army, in caſe Prince Waldeck had not marched from 
Leuze that Morning 3 after which he turned off by the 
Road from Tournay to Mons, as far as Braffe, otherwiſe 
Briſſeuil; whence leaving that Road upon the Right, he 
marched towards Willaupuck, and then leaving the ſaid 
Village upon his Right, and Tourbe upon his Left, he 
got into the Plain of Leuze, having by this March got 
on that ſide above the Head of the Dender, hoping to 
meet in his way with the Intelligence he expected from 
Marſilli: Accordingly Luxembourg met with an Officer, 
belonging to one of the Troops of Life-Guatds, diſ- 

atched by Marſilli, according to the Paris Gazelle; by 
Pillars, according to Vaultier, to inform him that the 
confederate Army had marched early that Morning to- 
wards the Plain of Cambron ; and that he was not then 
far from the Rear-guard of it, conſiſting of about ſix- 
teen Squadrons of Horſe, which was ſtill on this ſide of 
the Brook of la Caloire. Upon this the Mareſchal or- 
dered the Troops of the Houſhold with him, to haſten 
their March that way, and with all ſpeed ; ordering at 
the ſame time, that the Vanguard under Villars and Mar- 
illi ſhould not engage, till he was come up to ſuſtain 
them. It is to be obſerved (a Circumſtance not taken 
notice of by any of the printed Accounts. I have ſeen ) 
that there was a very thick Fog that Morning, which 
fell out very luckily for the French, by which means 
they were got very near Prince Waldecł's Rear guard be- 
fore they were diſcovered; fo that Luxembourg's Van- 
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guard .was almoſt upon them before they could ſee 
them, or any of their Vedets, who were in the Out- 
poſts for Intelligence. Prince Waldeck, whoſe Army 
was now upon a full March towards the Plain of Cam- 
bron, choſe, upon the firſt Notice of the approaching of 
the French Squadrons to fall upon his Rear, to ſuſtaia 
his Rear-guard he had left on the other ſide of the 
Brook of 1a Catoire, inſtead of getting it over that Paſs 
as faſt as, and after the beſt manner, he could; and 
what was very neceſſary in either caſe, he ordered the 
neareſt Brigade of Foot to face about immediately, and 
poſt itſelf within the Hedges at the ſaid Paſs. He or- 
dered, at the ſame time, his Army to halt, facing a- 
bout, and the left Wing of Horſe ( which, as his Army 
had marched upon the Right, was ſtill at hand) to 
march back to the Brook, in order to fuſtain his Rear- 
guard, which now was obliged to ſtand it againſt the 
French Army : For which reaſon the left Wing of Horſe 
was obliged to repaſs this Defls with the utmoſt Expe- 
dition, and conſequently in no very good Order. The 
French Account ſets forth, that nevertheleſs they had 
time enough to draw up in fix ſeyeral Lines deep, as 
they paſſed ( the Paris Gazette ſays, three) in the Rear 
of one another, making together ſixty five or ſixty eight 
Squadrons : and conſequently, fix Lines deep made it 
ſixty Squadrons, or ſixty five ten or eleven Squadrons 
in Front. But if we compare this Account with the 
Line of Battle of the confederate Army, inſerted above 
in this Hiſtory, it will appear, has. he left Wing of 
Horſe confiſted of no more than fifty ſeven Squadrons 
of Horſe, and eleven cf Dragoons ; out of which the 
Squadrons of Horſe which accompanied his Majeſty from 
the Army as far as Vilvorde, were at moſt, if not alto- 
row: taken, All this conſidered, it cannot well be 
uppoſed that the Dutch left Wing of Horſe, Rear- 
uard and all, could exceed forty Squadrons. If the 

ſcorte which attended his Majeſty from this Camp was 
made by Detachments out of every Regiment of Horſe, 
De” then 
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then the Number of Squadrons muſt come pretty near 
the French Account; but the Strength of the Squadrons 
muſt be reduced according to the Computation I have 
now mentioned. * 

The French, by their Account, had but eight and 
twenty Squadrons; of which la Maiſon du Roy made 
twelve Squadrons, the Gens d' Armerie, or Cuiraſſers, 
eight Squadrons, together twenty Squadrons; the Re- 
giments of Quadt and Merinville ſix Squadrons. The 
French Account mentions alſo ſome Squadrons of Cart. 
biniers and Light-Horſe, which had a Share in the Ac- 
tion; and which, to bring within the Number of eight 
and twenty' Squadrons, could then have been bnt two in 
all: And the King's Dragoons and thoſe of Theſe muſt 
have no room left for them, though poſted to cover the 
right Wing of Luxembourg's' firſt Line in this Action. 
For the Mareſchal de Luxembourg drew up the Cavalry 

he had brought along with him for the Expedition, in 
two Lines only, to charge the ſix Lines of Dutch Horſe, 
er three, for the French Accounts vary in this partjcu- 
lar. Luxeinbourg's fitſt Line conſiſted of twelve Squa- 
drohs of the Houſhold, having the King's Dragoons 
and thoſe: of Theſſe- upon the Right, and the Regiment of 
Horſe” of Merinville upon the Left. The ſegond. Line 
conſiſted of the Gens Parmerie, which made eight Squa- 
drons, and of as many Squadrons of Quadi's Brigade as 
could come up to have a Share in this Action, which ac- 
_ cording to their Line of Battle conſiſted of ſeven Squa- 
drons. And as this ſecond Line, in all likelihood, ex- 
tended from Right to Left, pretty equal to the firſt, fo 
we muſt” conclude, that it had pretty near the ſame 
Number of Squadrons in it. mee ves ip 

As J have no: Memoirs by me, whereby I may give 
an aceount of the Proceedings of the Dutch Horſe in this 
Action, 1 muſt pick it out as wefl as I can out of the 
Paris Gazette, and Faullier's Journal : Neither do T find 
any mention of the Dutch Generals who commanded); . 
only Count Tilly is mentioned - pp: Gazette, who, 
| 3 as 
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as it appears by the Line of Battle, was only a Major- 
General. We may very well ſuppoſe that my Lord 
Portland, and, may be, my Lord Auverquerque, both 
Lieutenant- Generals, whoſe Poſt was in the left Win 
of Horſe, did attend his Majeſty to Loo, ſo that there 
were but two or three general Officers left to head 
that Wing of Horſe upon this Occaſion. | 
As it was the Duke of Luxembourg's Buſineſs to make 

quick work upon this Occaſion, to prevent its coming 
to a general Battle, in which, in all likelihood, he muſt 
have been worſted ; as ſoon as hè had formed his firſt 
Line, he did not tarry for the forming of the ſecond, 

ot to give the Dutch Horſe time to form in the beſt 
Order of Battle they could, to receive the Onſet of the 
French Houſhold Troops, but he led himſelf the firſt 
Line to the Charge Sword in hand: The firſt Line of 
the Dutch Horle received them with a full Fire from 
their Carabines; but before they could draw their Swords, 
the French Horſe, who came upon them Sword in Hand, 
were upon them, and put them by that means into diſ- 
order ; in ſhort, without giving any time to recover, 
and Luxembourg puſhing his preſent Advantage .over 
them, the other Lines in the Rear were put in diſorder 
by the firſt, and ſo had the ſame Fate with it; though 
the Officers did what they could to take the French Ca- 
valry in Flank, both on the Right and Left. But as the 
Dutch Horſe were poſſeſſed with an Awe of the French 
Cavalry, ſince the Battle of Fleurus, their Efforts did 
not anſwer what might have been expected upon this Oc- 
caſion. After this firſt Shock, in which Luxembourg 
had ſo good Succeſs with his firſt Line, he brought his 
ſecond to the Charge, (as the firſt ) Sword in Hand, 
which with a freſh Ardour very much increaſed the Con- 
fuſion that was already in the Lines of the Dutch Horſe, 
But as the laſt Line was too near the Cover of the Dutch 
Brigade of Foot which lined the Hedges, Luxembourg 
thought it beſt, not to puſh his preſent Advantage ſo 
far, as to bring his victorious Horſe under the Fire of 


the 
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the Infantry ; for which reaſon he put a ſtop to any Pur- 
ſuit: And as he brought his Gens d'armerie through the 
Intervals of his firſt Line to this Charge, which made an 
end of that Action, ſo he commanded them to retreat 
after the ſame manner, by which Morions, his firſt Line 
ad now the Rear, to make a Front to the Dutch Horſe, 
as they were retreating under the Fire of their Infantry 
within the Hedges. The Duke commanded the ſaid 
Gens d' Armerie to face about within three hundred Yards 
of the Rear of his firſt Line, and front as it did; and 
having drawn off the killed and the wounded, both his 
Lines retreated in that Order, till they were got about 
a League and an half from the Rear of the confederas# 
Army; after which, it marched back in two Columns 
to incamp at the Abbey of Sanſoye. The confederate 
Army, after this Charge upon its Rear was over, con- 
tinued its March towards the Plain of Cambron, Prince 
Waldeck taking his Quarter in the Abbey of that Name. 
The Brigade of Dutch Foot, poſted within the Hedges 
of the Paſs at the Brook of la Catoire, quitted their Poſt 
there, as ſoon as the broken Dutch Horſe had paſſed it, 
and had rallied in order on the other fide, following the 

confederate Army to the Camp. <h 
I have no Account of the Loſs of either Side, but 
what has been given by the French in the Paris Gazette, 
and Vaultier's Journal: The latter makes the Loſs of the 
Dutch Horſe amount to no leſs than fourteen, hundred 
killed upon the Spot, and fifteen hundred wounded, and 
fourteen hundred Priſoners; which, together with the 
three thouſand Horſe the French allowed to have attended 
his Majeſty to Yilvorde, and which could not have been 
got back to the confederate Army when this Action 
happened, ( upon the Computation of the Strength of 
the left Wing mentioned in the Account of the Ling, of 
Battle) muſt have left but very few to give an account 
of this untoward Defeat, to the confederate Army in 
their Retreat to it. The moſt conſiderable among the 


Officers that were killed, was the Prince of Anbault 
| | Bernbourg, 
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Bernbourg, Cornet to the Prince of Naſſau Frieſſand's 
Guards, more conſiderable by his Quality than his Poſt 
in the Army, whoſe Corps was laid above-ground in the 
Church of St. John at Maeſtricht, near that of Lieute- 
nant-General Douglas; Count Tilly Major-General, Count 
Benthem, and Baron Heyden were wounded ; Count 
Lippe and Baron Stain made Priſoners. | 

The French have not given any particular Account of 
their Loſs ; but by the General Officers killed on their 
Side, who, under Luxembourg, led the French Horfe in 
that Action, their Loſs muſt have been very conſidera- 


ble. I ſhall not pretend to compare it with the Loſs of 


the Dutch, as it was given out by the French, mentioned 
above, becauſe any Reader may eaſily obferve that it 
was very much exaggerated. But as both their Lieute- 
nant · Generals, who commanded under Luxembourg in 
that Action, Monſieur 4 Auger, one of their beſt Horſe 
Officers, and Monſieur de Neuchelle, who commanded 
the Troops of the Houſhold; and the Marquis de Ro- 
thelin, who commanded the Gens d' Armerie, were all 
three killed, it cannot be thought” but that the Loſs of 
the French, as to killed and wounded, was not much in- 
ferior to that of the Dutch: The Paris Gazette owns 
but 2 Officers, and about four hundred Life- 
Guards, Gens d' Armes, Chevaux Legers or Light-Horſe, 
and other Horſe and Dragoons to have been killed and 
wounded. The Ditch, according to the Paris Gazette, 
loſt forty Standards, (according to Yaultier, thirty ſix) 
and two Pair of Kettle Drums. I muſt not forget to 
mention in this Place, that Le/ines, Gramont, and Nino- 
ve, had been diſmantled ' towards the latter End of the 
former Campagne, and the Towers and Gates blown 

by the Mareſchal de Luxembourg's Order; about the lat- 
tes End of that Campagne, a Fruit of his Victory ob- 
tained at Fleurus : And as the Abbey of Cambron was in- 
compaſſed with very ſtrong Walls, and the Gates to- 


wards Aeth and Bruſſelles of no ſmall Strength, they 
were not forgot in this demoliſhing Work. The Gate 


towards 
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towards Bruſſe!les was blown up by the French ; but the 
Abbot and Monks, not doubting but that it would be 
the leſs oppreſiive Way to have the doing of that Work 
themſelves, gave Hoſtages for that purpoſe, and ſo had 
the Gate of their Abbey towards Aztb pulled down 
that no Forces of either {ide might make a Garriſon of 
the Towns above-mentioned, much of a Strength with 
Beaumont and Fleurus, nor of this ſtrong Abbey. 

The Dender being cleared by this means of any Forts 
or Garriſons from Aeth to Dendermond, the French had 
thereby very near the ſame Liberty with the Confede- 
rates, of marching and incamping along this River, 
without which they could not ſo eaſily have put the 
Project now- mentioned in Execution, of falling. upon 
Prince Waldeck's Rear at Leuze, another (if I miſtake 
not) of thoſe diſmantled Towns. And as by. the Re- 
duction of Ireland in the Courſe of this Campagne, the 
confederate Forces were conſiderably increaſed in this 
Country; if theſe Towns had not been diſmantled as 
they were, they would, in all likelihood, have been pre- 
ſerved thereafter, and made a very good Winter- quat- 
ters for the Forces of the Allies; and have made a good 
Line of Communication, from Aetb by Aloft to Dender- 
mond; which, as it would have been of very great Ser- 
vice to the Allies, ſo the French General, as if he had 
foreſeen what would happen, had theſe Towns diſmant- 
led, as ſoon as the Victory he obtained at Heurus gave 
him an Opportunity to do it. i NS 03 ded 

Prince Waldeck being got ſafe into the Plain of Cam- 
bron, after the Blow his left Wing had received in coming 
to it, the Duke of Luxembourg, who had retreated the 
ſame R this Succeſa, with the Troops employed 
in that Expedition, to the Abbey of Sau/oye, : from 
whence he had marched upon this Deſign, rejoined wich 
them the Main of his Army at Herixes on the 11th. 
His Artillery, which had been ordered as far as the Ab- 
bey of Sanſoye, in caſe it had come to a more general 
Action, was ordered back to the Camp at Her ines ＋ the 
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ſame time: And on the 14th, the ſaid General paſſed the 
Scheld with the French Army, and incamped at Haute- 
rive, his Head- quarter; the Right of his Camp at 
Avelghem, and Left at Auchin, bur at the fame time com- 
manded the Sieur Rozen, L.ieutenant-General, to march 
towards Mons with a good Body of Horſe, and cover 
that City and Country about it, which by this Paſſage of 
the Scheld with his Army, was now expoſed to the con- 
federate Army in the Plain of Cambron. However, 
Prince Waldeck, upon his firſt notice of the Deſign of 


the French to paſs the Scheld, knowing very well that he 


was not in a Condition to attempt any thing that way, 
marched with the confederate Army to Ninove on the ſame 
Day; where he was at hand to cover Gbendt, and ſecure 
the Country along the Canals of Bruges and. Oftend, 
Sc. which however was not ſo expoſed, but that care 
had been taken of it, upon the Motions of the two 
Armies towards the Scheld, after they Had repaſſed the 
Sambre; at which time the Duke of Luxembourg orde- 
red the Marquis de Villars to march with the Horſe un- 
der his Command, as above-mentioned; the reſt were or- 
dered to join Monſieur de la Valelie, who lay incamped 
between the Scheid and the Lys. The ſmall Army com- 
manded by the Marquis of Guaſtanaga, which had 
marched from the Neighbourhood of Bru/ſelles ro incamy 
at Gavre upon the Scheld, ſeparated upon Prince Wall 
deck's coming to Ninove, and went into Quarters ;' ſome 
back to Bruſſelles, and the reſt to Gbendt, and the other 
Towns upon the Canals, which were all garriſoned by 
Dutch Troops in the approaching Winter. 
Not long after the Action at Leuze, there happened a 
ſmall Skirmiſh beyond the Maeſe, between the confede- 
rate Forces commanded by the Landgrave of Heſe and 


General Fleming, and the French commanded by the 


Marquis de Bouflers, The Confederates on that fide had 
advanced as far as Marche en Famine, but having marched 
afterwards towards Hottou upon the Ourte, the Marquis 


de Bouflers, who was incamped at Rochefort, being under 
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ſome Apprehenſion for the Caſtle of la Roche en Ar. 
denne, detached the ſame Night the Sieur de Fremont 
with four hundred Horſe and Dragoons to obſerve theſe 
Motions of the Brandenbourg and Heſſe Troops, which 
Detachment harraſſed them ſeveral times by skirmiſh- 
ing with their Rear, till the Marquis came himſelf with 
two Brigades of Horſe to ſuſtain them ; bur not coming 
up time enough, and the Confederates, upon thoſe re. 
peated Skirmiſhes, having been obliged to draw up in 
order of Battle to oppoſe them, the Marquis did not 
think fit to purſue that Attempt any farther ; but having 
rejoined the Army under his Command, he incamped 
with it at Fronville upon the Ourte ; and the Forces of 
the Allies incamped on the other fide of that River in 
the Neighbourhood of Liege, from whence they ſepa- 
rated to march into Winter-quarters z the Heſſe Troops 
to their own Country; the Brandenbourg's in the Dutchy 
of Cleves; and the Liege Troops in the Towns of that 
Biſhoprick. The Marquis de Bouflers's Army ſeparated 
about the ſame time to march into the Winter- quarters, 
that had been aſſigned them in the Frontier on that ſide, 
in the Garriſons upon the Maz/e and in the Country of 
Luxembourg. 

Before I proceed to give an account of the Separation 
of the two Armies in Handers to go into Winter-quar- 
ters, it will not be amiſs to give a ſhort Abſtract of 
the warlike Tranſactions between the Allies and the 
French in other Parts of the Scene of War, during this 
Campagne. 3 

As for the Upper Rhine, where the Elector of Saxony 
commanded the Army of the Empire this Campagne, 
and the Mareſchal de L'orge that of France, there was 
no Action of any notice; but what little Advantage was 
gained in it, fell more to the French than the German,; 
who, though in the Courſe of the Campagne they paſſed 
the Rhine at Manheim, yet they got no advantage, but 
were rather loſers by it: For about the ſame time the 


French palled the Rhine, to get into the Empire, ar 
X  Philipsbourg, 
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Philipshourg, by which they had the Advantage of the 
March when they were got on that fide ; and though 
the Germans repaſſed that River with all Expedition, 
yet they could not hinder the French from marching di- 
rectly into the Marquiſate of Baden, where they took the 


Town of Pforiſbeim, and put the ſaid Marquiſate, and 


even the Dutchy of Virtemberg under Contribution. To- 
wards the latter End of this Campagne, viz. September 
the 12th, 7obn George the third, Elector of Saxony, who 
commanded the Army of the Empire, and Father to 
the preſent King of Poland, Elector of Saxony, depart- 
ed this Life at Tubingue in the Dutchy of Wirtemberg, 
where, by reaſon of the Dropſy's increaſing upon him, 
he was obliged to be carried out of the Field, both the 
Armies being now got into that Dutchy, after the French 
had made themſelves Maſters of Pforiſheim; which, being 
not much better than an open Town, the French were 
obliged to quit, and to repaſs the Rhine, to go into Win- 
ter- quarters. 2 

As for the Campagne in Savoy and Piedmont, where 


that Duke had a conſiderable Reinforcement from Ger- 


many, commanded by the Elector of Bavaria in Perſon, 
the Succeſs of it favoured the French very much at firſt, 
commanded by Monſieur de Catinat, who in the former 
hex of it, beſieged and took Carmagnole in Piedmont, 
and inveſted Coni; but the Elector of Bavaria having 
joined the Duke of Savoy before the French could take 
it, and Monſieur de Catinat being then obliged to make 
head againſt their united Forces, left the Siege of Coni 
to be carried on by the Sieur Bulonde, one of his Lieute- 
nant-Generals; which is a ſtrong little Place, and was 
then defended by the YVaudots 9 I ſuppoſe. in 
the Pay of England and Holland. But Prince Eugene of 
Savoy, whoſe: Fame began now to blaze abroad, having 
been ſent with about four thouſand-Horſe, and about fix 
thouſand of the Militia of Mondovi to relieve it, Mon- 
ſieur de Bulonde raiſed the Siege with the utmoſt Preci- 
pitation, notwithſtanding that Monſieur de Catinat had 

ſent 
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ſent him advice that two thouſand five hundred Men, 
under the Command of Monſieur de St. Silveſtre, Ma- 
reſchal de Camp, were upon the March to reinforce him, 
with Orders at the ſame time not to ſtir out of his Lines. 
Lieutenant-General Bulonde having thus abandoned the 
Siege of Coni, was put under Arreſt by Catinat, and at- 
terwards diſmiſſed out of the Service by the French 
King's Order, and ſent Priſoner to the Citadel of Pigne- 
rol, Beſides the raiſing the Siege of Coni by Prince 
Eugene of Savoy, the Allies beſieged and retook Carmag- 
nole, but were unfortunate in the Siege of Su/a, which | 
they were forced to raiſe. But the French having made 
themſelves Maſters of the Town of Montmeillan in Savoy 
about the Beginning of the Campagne, took the ſtrong 
Fortreſs or Citadel of it rowards the End of that Cam- 
pagne, reckoned till then impregnable; and by that 
Conqueſt became entire Maſters of the Dutchy of Savoy, 
After the Separation of both the Armies in Piedmont 
to go into Winter-quarters, the Marquis de Crenan, Go- 
vernor of the Citadel of Cazal for the moſt Chriſtian 
King, ſeized the Town; the Sovereignty of which had 
been reſerved to the Duke of Mantua, in the Treaty he 
had made for the Delivery of that Citadel into the Hands 
of the French, in the Year 1680: The Duke keeping 
only a ſmall Garriſon in the Town in token of his Do- 
minion. The Marquis de Crenan, to compaſs his De- 
ſign, invited the Governor of the Town for the Duke 
of Mantua to dine with him in the Citadel, and for his 
Entertainment made him a Prifoner in it, and fent at 
the ſame time as much Force as he could ſpare into the 
Town to ſeize and take poſſeſſion of it: The few Troops 
the Duke of Mantua had there being by that means ob- 
liged to march out and quit the Place to the French, who 
_ now ſole Maſters of the. Citadel and Town of 
azat. * | J 
The Pretence for this Proceeding was, that a Deſign 
was laid to bring ſome of the German Troops to take 
Winter-quarters in the Town of Cazal, and block up the 
X 2 rench a 


— 


| | 8 
6156) | 
French in the Citadel; what Truth there was at the 
bottom of it, is what I cannot pretend to know : Bur in 
ſuch a Caſe, if there was any reaſonable Grounds for a 
Miſtruſt, Crenan, nor thoſe that ſent him ;his Orders, 
cannot be juſtly blamed for being before-hand for taking 
care to ſecure themſelves in the Citadel which was in 
their Poſſeſſion ; and for which the Duke of Mantua 
might thank himſelf. The French, by this Stratagem, 
became ſole Maſters of the Town as well as Citadel, an 
advanced and very ſtrong Poſt in Lombardy itſelf, which 
they kept in their Hands till the Campagne 1695, when 
it was beſieged by the Duke of Savoy; and the French, 
partly by. force, and partly by a politick Conſent, de- 
livered ha upon Condition to have the Fortifications 
of the Citadel, as well as the Town demoliſhed, as I 
have already mentioned in the beginning of this. Hiſ- 
tory. | 
E for the Campagne in Catalonia, I have already 
prepared the Reader to expect no great matters from 
the Spaniards on that fide, though attacked there, by 
the French, at their own Doors, without. giving them- 
ſelves much trouble or expence to defend it. Ihe Duke 
of Noailles commanded. the French Army on that fide 
which, though of no conſiderable Strength, the Spa: 
niards, who were commanded by the Duke of Medina 
Sidonia, Governor of Catalonia, could not hinder. from 
. fortifying Belver, and taking the City of 'Urgel' by a 
Detachment of the Duke of Noaillefs Army, com- 
manded by Monſieur de Chazeron .a Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral under him. Which City, being a Place of no 
ſtrength, yet had fifteen hundred Men of regular Troops 
for the Defence of it, to no other purpoſe but to be 
made Priſoners of War. At the ſame time that the 
French had this Advantage over the Spaniards by Lands 
the Mareſchal d Efirees bombarded Barcelona by Sea for 
two Days together without Oppoſition ; for the Spa- 
niards made no uſe of their naval Power in all this 
War, From theſe weak Efforts of. the Spaniards. to de- 
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fend their own Country againſt the French, any one 
may eaſily imagine, that the Spaniards had not the In- 
tereſt of the Allies much qt heart in thoſe Days, nor in 
particular the Intereſt. of the Houſe of Auſtria; when 
an Army not exceeding thirty thouſand Men, would 
have put them in a Condition to have acted offenſively 
againſt France on that ſide : but inſtead of that, they 
ſuffered the French to do in a manner what they pleaſed 
in Catalonia, _ | 
As for the Campagne in Ireland, I have already men- 

tioned ſomething of it occaſionally in the Courſe of this 
Account, but ſhall have occaſion to mention more of 
it at the Concluſion. of this Hiſtory, to which I am 
now drawing near, having no more to do for that pur- 

oſe, but to bring the two oppolite Armies in Flanders 
to their. Winter-quarters. 
In order to which, the French Army marched on the 
17th from Hauterive, and incamped near the Lys in two 
Lines, with the, Right at Harlebeck, the Left at Macb- 
len, having the Lys. in the Rear of their Camp, the 
Duke of Luxembourg's Quarter being at St. Eloy Vive. 
The 29th they laid, ſeveral Bridges over the, River, for 
the Convenience of Forage on the other ſide, and for 
the March of eight Battalions commanded towards Dix- 
muyde and Furnes, to put theſe two Towns in a compe- 
tent Condition to receive, the French Troops into Quar- 
ters during the Winter. Not many Days after the whole 
Army quitted. its Camp, upon the Lys, paſſing, the ſaid 
River to Cantoon upon the Country from -Courtray to 
Dixmuyde and Furnes, and on the 10th of October, 
were all, ordered to the Winter- quarters that had been 
aſſigned them. 4 | | 
As for Prince HY/aldeck, he kept to his Camp at Nino- 
ve, till his Army . ſeparated to go into Winter-quarters, 
having, on the 28th, ſent the Britiſh, Troops to the 
Quarters aſſigned them; of which moſt of them were 
to march as far as Maeſtricbt, Bolduc, and Grave, and 
of which I. have inſerted the Repartition at the End 
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of this Account. In the beginning of Ofober, he ſent 


the reſt of his Army into Quarters, and repaired to the 


Hague, where he arrived on the 7th to wait upon his 


Majeſty, who had come from Loo to that Place on the 


' 20th of September, and give him an Account of the pre- 


ſent State and Condition of the Army. Prince Vaude 
mont and my Lord Auverquerque arrived there two or 
three Days before Prince Waldeck; the latter from the 
Camp where he had been to take a Review of the Dutch 


Horſe. | | 


His Majeſty, not many Days) after his coming to fe 
Hague, had by Expreſs the agreeable News of the City 
of. Limrick's having capitulated, which Conqueſt com- 
pleated the entire Reduction of Ireland to the Crown of 
England. The Generals of the Iriſh Army having ex- 
pected Succours from France for ſome time, till they 
thought it-was high time to make the beſt Terms they 
could for themſelves, and fearing that it would go worfe 
with them if they perſiſted in a more obſtinate Defence, 
and the coming of Succours from France in time, being 
very doubtful, agreed to ſurrender ; and on the 23d of 
September in the Evening, ordered to beat the Chamade, 
and the next Morning Lieutenant-General Sarsfield, and 


Major-General Wauchup came out to General Ginkel, and 


deſired a Ceſſation of Arms for three Days, that they 
might ſend to their Body of Horſe incamped in the 
County of Clare, and ſignify their Reſolution to them, 
that they themſelves might join with, them, and be in- 
cluded in the Capitulation, not only for the 1rifh Army, 
but for all the Iriſb in that Kingdom; which the Offi- 
cers commanding the Jri/þ Horſe having agreed unto, 
on the 29th the two Generals above-mentioned dined 
with General Ginkel, and Hoſtages were exchanged in 
order to treat of a Capitulation: The Jriſb at firſt ſtood 
upon very high. Terms, but the General, to make ſhort 
work of it, ſent them peremptorily twelve Articles, 
which ſhould make the Baſis of the Treaty that was to be 
agreed upon; which the 1riſþ Generals did not think fit 
- to 
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to reject. And as the Capitulation was to comprehend 
the whole Li Nation, and to make for the future, as 
it were, their Magna Charta, for the Rights,” Privileges, 
and Immunities they were to enjoy under the Crown 
of England, in Subjection to which they now returned; 
ſo the Capitulation was drawn up under two Heads: 
Firſt, the Religious and Civil Rights that were granted 
to the whole Nation; and ſecondly, the Military Arti- 
cles granted to the Garriſon, and all others engaged 
with it in the preſent War in that Kingdom. 

For the firſt, the Lords Juſtices of Ireland, Porter and 
Comiby repaired to the Camp before Limrick, and theſe 
Articles — agreed upon, they were ſigned by the 
Lords Juſtices on the one part, and by the General 
Officers of the Iriſb Army on the other; and the Mili- 
tary Articles of the Capitulation were ſigned by General 
Ginkel only; both bearing date October 3. Upon which 
the Engliſh were put in poſſeſſion of the Iri/þ Town of 
Limrick; and my Lord Cutis, who had been one of the 
Hoſtages for the Beſiegers, was ſent in with ſeven Bar- 
talions to Garriſon: the ſame. Two or three Days after 
the ſigning the Capitulation, a Squadron of French Men 
of War arrived in the Mouth of the River Shannon, 
with Stores and Proviſions for the Relief of Limrick, 
and the 1riſþ Army; but as it came too late, the ſaid 
Squadron made the beſt of its way. back to Breſt, If I 
miſtake not the Perſon that brought the firſt News to his 
Majeſty then at the Hague was Mr. Furneſe, who, with 
many others, being concerned in the Aſſurances (or 
Wagers, if you pleaſe to call them) upon the Siege of: 
Limrick, kept Meſſengers always ready in the Camp be- 
fore it to come Expreſs, and bring the firſt Intelligence, 
if poſſible, to them. Mr. Furneſe, upon the firſt News 

of the Capitulation, of which he had the earlieſt Notice 
by that means, made the utmoſt Haſte and Diſpatch he 
could for Holland, and ſo brought the firſt News of this 


Surrender to the King, then at the Hague, for which his 
| Majeſty 
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x Majeſty was pleaſed to confer the Honour of Knighthood 
upon him, having fince been better known by the Name 
+. of Sir Henry Furneſe, The Expreſs which General 
$ Ginkel ſent, if I miſtake not, was his own Son, the Baron 
| Van Middaght, who, upon the advancing of his Father 
ſoon after to the Title of Earl of Athlone, and Viſcount 
Aghrim, bore the ſecond Title, and in his Father's Life- 
1 time was called Lord Agbrim. As the General's Father, 
0 the Sieur Van Amerongen, one of the Nobles of Gelder- 
land, was at that time Ambaſſador from the States Ge- 
neral to the King of Denmark, the great Succeſs which 
attended his Son's commanding his Majeſty's Forces in 
Ireland, and cloſing his Campagne with the taking of 
Limrick, and with the total Reduction of Ireland, and 
his having thereupon been created Earl of Athlone by his 
Majeſty, had ſuch an Effect upon this old Gentleman, 
that he died at Copenhagen ſoon after his receiving theſe 
welcome News; which was aſcribed to the Greatneſs of 
his Joy upon that Occaſion, which was greater than his 
old Age could bear. i 

As it 1s very probable, that if. the French had been 
more intent upon keeping the Footing they had in 
Ireland than they were, and had preferred it to the ac- | 

ting offenſively in Flanders, and other parts of the 
Continent this Campagne, that Ireland would have con- 
tinued much longer a Thorn in the Foot of England, 
which muſt have made it go but very lame in the com- 
mon Cauſe of the Grand Alliance; ſo if we put this 
Advantage of the total Reduction of Ireland, in the 
Ballance againſt the Succeſſes the French had in Flan- 
ders, Italy, and Catalonia, this Campagne, I cannot o- 
_ - therwiſe think, but that, every impartial Reader will 
readily conclude, that the Allies in general, as well as 
cy," in particular, were ſtill the greateſt Gainers 

It. 

"But notwithſtanding theſe. Advantages, neither the 
Allies nor England could ſo ſoon reap the Benefit of 
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them, but that by the great Preparations the French 
made the latter End of that Winter, and about the 
Spring following, to make a Deſcent upon England, the 
tranſporting of any Forces from England and Scotland 
to Flanders was thereby prevented, which in all likeli- 
hood would have hindered the beſieging and taking the 
' ſtrong Town of Namur by the French in the Campagne 
following : So that the firſt Advantages the Allies could 
reap by the Reduction of Ireland, was the Deſcent made 
in Flanders under the Duke of Leinſter, the latter End 
of that Campagne, and the taking Poſſeſſion of Dix- 
muyde and Furnes, and the fortifying of them; which 
would have been of much greater Conſequence, if Fur- 
nes had been better defended. The deſigned Invaſion of 
England by the French from the Hogue in Normandy, 
kept them very quiet in their Quarters all this Winter 
in Flanders and other Parts; and occaſioned this Change 
in the Repartition of the Britiſb Troops for their Quar- 
ters; that whereas before, ſince the Beginning of the 
War, they had wintered in the Frontier Towns of 
Holland, towards Brabant, except a Battalion or two 
quartered at Dendermond the preſent Winter; yet du- 
ring the Sequel of it, it was thought beſt for the Ser- 
vice, to have them quartered moſtly in Flanders, where 
they were more at hand for their tranſporting into Eng- 
land, upon ws threatned Invaſion, or other Attempts 
from the French. A ; 

The Armies on either ſide being gone into Winter— 
quarters, about that . time Lieutenant-General Kirk, ha- 
ving been carried ſick from the Camp to Bruſſelles, there 
departed this Life; his Regiment afterwards was be- 
ſtowed by his Majeſty upon Colonel Selwyn, The King left 
the Hague on the 18th-of O#Ztober, to embark at Oranje 
Polder, and by a ſpeedy Paſſage landed ſafely at Mar- 
garet the next Day; from whence he proceeded by land 


to his capital City, where he was received with general 
= I: Demon- 
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Demonſtrations of Joy, which inczeaſed, rhe 

f the good Succeſs of Affairs in Jrelang,.. and 20 
| freſh News, at that time, of -the,S DS 

'$ _ and the conſequent. total. Reduction of 8 
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